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PUBLISHER'S NOTE 


There are over 80 Topic Collections in the Mass-Observation Archive at the University of 
Sussex covering issues as diverse as Adult & Higher Education; Air Raids; Anti-Semitism; 
Beveridge Report Surveys; Commodities; Drinking Habits; Happiness; Housing; Leisure; 
Personal Appearance and Clothes; Reconstruction; Sexual Behaviour; Shopping; Work and 
Youth. These represent surveys and investigations carried out by Mass-Observation mainly 
between 1937 and 1949, with some later files for the 1960s and 1970s. 


Together with the Worktown Collection these represent the raw material of the Mass- 
Observation Archive. Some of this was worked up into a polished form in the Publications 
which appear in Part 1 of this project. Brief details also appeared in the File Reports, some 
of which have been published in microfiche. But this is the first time that Topic Collections 
have been published in their entirety, giving scholars an opportunity to re-examine and re- 
interpret the extensive evidence that was gathered in the form of transcribed conversations, 
questionnaires, ‘overheards' (literally overheard remarks), and reports. The files are also an 
important source of ephemeral evidence as observers gathered many pertinent pamphlets, 
leaflets, news cuttings and other evidence (including transcribed graffiti). 


Coverage of the Topic Collections commenced with Part 4 and 5 of this project. These parts 
focussed on social welfare and living conditions and made available material on: 
Reconstruction, Family Planning, Health,Day Nurseries,Adult & Higher Education, Post-War 
Hopes, Public Administration & Social Services in Wartime, Beveridge Report Surveys, 
Housing, Work, Fuel and Food. These twelve Topic Collections tell us much about the 
fundamental aspects of life immediately before and during the war. They describe the 
hopes of people for a new welfare state after the war and the realities of post-war life. 


Parts 6 and 7 offered material on the Home Front During World War Il, covering Topic 
Collections on: Evacuation, Youth, Children& Education, Women in Wartime, Anti-Semitism, 
Air-Raids, Propaganda & Morale and the 1940 London Survey. 


This eighth part continues coverage of Topic Collections relating to the Home Front 
During World War Il. Specifically, this part covers: 


Conscientious Objection and Pacifism, 1939-1944 (TC6, 3 boxes) 
Forces (Men), 1939-1956 (TC29, 5 boxes) 

Gas Masks, 1939-1943 (TC55, 2 boxes) 

Dogs in Wartime, 1939-1942 (TC79, 1 box) 


+ + + 


This part explores the war time experiences of those who served during the war and those 
who chose not to. 


There were over 40,000 conscientious objectors in Britain during World War II. Most were 
from middle and lower-middle class backgrounds and were influenced by religious beliefs. 


l 


TC6 explores their experience of the war, mainly through individual accounts sent in by 
members of the Mass-Observation panel who were either C.O.’s or involved in pacifist 
activities. The papers document the attitudes of others towards them: 


“To the conventionally minded some of them look odd and arty. ... {With] a tendency to be 
vegetarian, love their mothers, and love animals.” 


There are many descriptions of pacifist meetings and the violent antagonism that these 
sometimes engendered. 


The section on Forces (TC29) covers a wide range of material including personal reports 
from male volunteer Mass-Observers in the Armed Forces; the Conscription Survey (1939); 


views on recruitment (1939); thoughts on Army Education; and attitudes of the public 
towards the forces (1940-41): 


‘For a long time | felt sorry for [soldiers], pitied them, their lives were just being thrown away. 
But | feel rather different now and | envy them a bit because their minds are made up, they 
have no doubts as to whether what they are doing is right or whether they are doing the right 
thing. | still feel sorry for them, their lives have been messed up, especially those about 26 
or 27 who have made their names and have got to give it all up without any real reward. 
The only thing | do not feel is pride in them, because their very existence shows what a hell 
of a position we're in.” (TC29, Box 1, File F) 


There is much on life in the Forces, including soldier's views of the Blitz, the conduct of the 
war, army training and on fellow combatants (there was fierce rivalry - even hostility - 
between many allied forces). 


Material on the ‘Home Guard’ shows the intense seriousness and, at the same time, 
ludicrousness of Britain's attempts to repel potential invaders. Scholars will welcome the 
inclusion of many posters and booklets dispensing government advice, contrasted with 
accounts of military manoeuvres and training facilities by volunteers themselves. 


The section on Gas Masks looks at provides a detailed survey of government instructions 
and advice about gas masks and the extent to which this was taken up by the general 
public. The carrying of gas masks by civilians also came to be seen as a key indicator of 
wartime. morale. ) 


Public attitudes to dogs in wartime are analysed in TC79. Should they be evacuated? 
Could Britain afford to feed them when all food was rationed and even bones were recycled 
for human consumption in broth? How did dogs cope with air raids? There are also 
comments on various wartime accessories for dogs: “gas masks for domestic dogs or cats 
are, in our experience, quite impractical...” The value of dogs for companionship was 
balanced with the practical issues of keeping them. 


For the social historian, these sources will allow a more detailed and interesting account of 
everyday wartime experience to be compiled. 


William Pidduck 
January 2003 


TECHNICAL NOTE 


Our microform publications are prepared and produced in accordance with recommended 
and established guide-lines for the production of microform of superior quality. These 
conform to the recommendations of the standard guides to good microforming and 
micropublishing practice. 


Attention should be drawn to the nature of the original material. These records feature many 
common problems such as showthrough, curvature, staining and variable inking. There are 
some crumpled and torn pages. News clippings and photographs cause different problems 
for filmers due to their size and tonal range. Every effort has been made to minimise these 
difficulties and some openings are microfilmed more than once in an attempt to bring out all 
the features of the original. Nevertheless these original characteristics present difficulties of 
image and contrast which stringent tests and variations of density cannot entirely overcome. 


The most responsible care has been exercised in the filming of this unique collection and 
every effort has been made to ensure that this microform publication meets the standards 
established by the Association for Information and Image Management (AIIM) and the 
American National Standards Institute (ANSI). 


MASS-OBSERVATION ARCHIVE 


Papers from the Mass-Observation Archive at the University of Sussex 
Part 8: Topic Collections - Conscription, Pacifism and War Service 
(CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION AND PACIFISM; FORCES (MEN); 

GAS MASKS; DOGS IN WARTIME) 

CONTENTS OF REELS 

REEL 139 

CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION AND PACIFISM, 1939-1944 (TC6) Box 1 
REEL 140 

CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION AND PACIFISM, 1939-1944 (TC6) Box 2 
REEL 141 


CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION AND PACIFISM, 1939-1944 (TC6) Box 3 
REEL 142 


FORCES (MEN), 1939-1956 (TC29) Box 1 
REEL 143 


FORCES (MEN), 1939-1956 (TC29) Box 2 
REEL 144 


FORCES (MEN), 1939-1956 (TC29) Box 3 
REEL 145 


FORCES (MEN), 1939-1956 (TC29) Box 4 
REEL 146 


FORCES (MEN), 1939-1956 (TC29) Box 5 
REEL 147 


GAS MASKS, 1939-1943 (TC55) Box 1 


REEL 148 


GAS MASKS, 1939-1943 (TC55) Box 2 
REEL 149 


DOGS IN WARTIME, 1939-1942 (TC79) Box 1 


MASS-OBSERVATION ARCHIVE 


Papers from the Mass-Observation Archive at the University of Sussex 


Special Note 


All volumes and documents in this microfilm edition are held at 
the Mass-Observation Archive at the University of Sussex. 


Images of the documents are 
copyright © Mass-Observation Archive 


Anyone wishing to reproduce or quote from these documents 
should contact the University of Sussex. 


The Mass-Observation Archive would also be grateful to be 
informed of any research carried out using the archive, especially 
where this results in theses, journal articles or publications. 


Mass-Observation Archive 
University of Sussex Library 
Brighton 

BN1 9QL 

ENGLAND 


Tel: +44 (0) 1273 678157 
Fax: +44 (0) 1273 678441 
E-mail: library.specialcoll@sussex.ac.uk 


Web: www.sussex.ac.uk/library/massobs/index.html 


FORCES: MEN IN THE FORCES 1939 - 56 
TC 29: 5 boxes 
INTRODUCTION 


Please note that papers resulting from Mass-Observation's study of women in the 
Forces have been organised in a separate Topic Collection (TC 32): Women in 
Wartime. This includes attitudes of men towards women in the services 


Part of the Forces material is composed of reports sent in by voluntary Observers 
(ie members of Mass-Observation's National Panel) who were in the Forces. As 
a general rule their regular contributions as Panel members are to be found with 
the rest of the Panel material (the Directive Replies and Diaries) but special 
reports such as those on army education and proxy voting have been retained as 
part of this sequence. The ordinary Directive Replies from Service men are 
obviously another source of information about life in the Forces and an index of 
people in the Forces Is available in the Archive 


Further material on the Forces may be found elsewhere, specifically in Topic 
Collection Work (TC 27) and Small Collection SM 38 - World War II 
Publications 


DW 


September 1980 


BOX 1: GENERAL MATERIAL ABOUT THE STUDY; 
OBSERVATIONS & SOLDIER-CIVILIAN RELATIONS; 
CONSCRIPTION; RECRUITMENT; THE RAF AND THE AIR WAR; 
EXHIBITIONS AND FUND RAISING EVENTS 


29/1/A: Mass-Observation: Forces Investigations 


Internal memoranda about proposals and comments relating to studying men in 
the Forces 


Notes, lists and miscellaneous comments 
General correspondence relating to study 


Reviews of books about the Forces and articles about the Forces by TH 


29/1/B: Observations: the public behaviour of men in the Forces 1939-40 
Overheards, Bolton 1939 (JC) 

Observations in London of the behaviour of soldiers, 1939 (AH, HP, BA) 
Notes on canteens, London, 1939 

Report on members of the RAF and Army in Blackpool, 5.8.40 (AH) 
Observation in Bolton, 29.7.40 (BA) and in Stepney, 29.7.40 (NM) 
Observations and overheards , London 27.7.40 - 18.9.40 (DH) 

Observations and ‘follows’ in Worcester, 17.7.40 - 21.10.40 (DA) 

29/1/C: Attitudes to Conscription 1939 

Press cuttings May 1939 

Letter from TH re Conscription Survey, 28.4.39 

Report of Survey (TH) carried out by EBC, MER, AH, LT, KB, HAC in the East 
End of London, Norwood, Westminster, Poplar, Streatham and ‘in the streets’ 
(434 interviews). Replies to question: "What do you think of conscription?" with 
analysis sheets 


29/1/D: Recruitment 1939 


Observations at London recruitment offices made by VMD, KB, JA and BA, 
November 1939 


Notes relating to recruitment 
Overheards on conscription gathered in Fulham (LE), 29.7.40 
Brief report on an Observer's experience of registration, (LE) 9.11.40 


Observation at an Employment Exchange (London?) during the registration of 
engineers (JS) 19.8.40 


Report by JA of his Medical Examination, 8.3.40 


29/1/E: Manpower Questionnaire 1941 ¢ 
Replies to questions on the Government's conscription plans including the 
conscription of women, the conscription of wealth and Government ownership of 
essential industries (JS, MT, CM) 3.12.41 

29/1/F: The Public and soldiers, 1940 - 41 

Overheards: comments about soldiers collected by WRL in Uxbridge, DH in 
Cookham; observations of the behaviour of members of the Forces and public 
reactions. Reports of conversations with soldiers mostly in London but some 
reports from Romford, Bolton and Worcester 

Civilian-soldier relations: reports, comments and observations 

Observations of soldiers on railway stations in London (GD) June 1941 
29/1/G: Knowledge about the Air Ministry, August 1941 

Questionnaire about reactions to Air Marshal Joubert's radio broadcast and 
knowledge about the Air Ministry. Interviews carried out in Bolton, Streatham, 
Nottinghill Gate and Limehouse 


29/1/H: The RAF and the Air War 1940 


Envelope of charts identifying German and British aeroplanes published by the 
News Chronicle 


Extracts from The Aeroplane about aircraft production and preparations for the 
alr war 


Notes (TH) 
29/1/l: Exhibitions and fund-raising events related to war weapons 1940 - 45 


Report from voluntary Observer: War Weapons Week in Chelmsford, 18.4.40 
with newspaper cutting 


Assorted reports, newspaper cuttings and observations in London areas about 
War Weapons Week, May 1941 


Report on Donnington Tank Week (LE) August 1941 
Report on Trafalgar Day Ceremony in London, 21.10.42 


Report: Wings for Victory Week in Fulham, 11.3.43 


Report: Wings for Victory Week in London, Trafalgar Square, 12.3.43 
Report on local activities in Beckenham, 26.6.43 

Report on Army Exhibition, London 16.7.43 

Report: Army Cadet Exhibition, London, 27.3.44 

Report: Salute the Soldier Exhibition, London, 3.4.44 

Reports: RAF Exhibition, Dorland House, Regent St, London, 24.4.45 


(For printed material gathered at some of the above events, see Box 3) 


BOX 2: REPORTS FROM INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF THE 
FORCES 1939 - 43 


Army 
29/2/A: Calder Marshall, A 


Reports in the form of letters to TH from Bushfield Barracks, St Cross, Near 
Winchester written between 1.8.40 and 8.10.40. Includes details of other soldiers 
and reports on soldiers reactions to the Blitz 


Report from ACM's wife, Ara Calder Marshall in Chiseldon, near Swindon, Wilts, 
5.11.40 on the local area and relations between soldiers’ wives and the local 
residents 


Report on morale by ACM including information on training in the Army, 11.6.41 


29/2/B: England, L 


Notes from former full-time Observer with Mass-Observation, now a Private in 
the RAOC stationed at Donnington: notes on reactions of fellow soldiers to news 
items, 25.4.41; letters about possible investigative work inside the Army to be 
carried out by counsellors 


29/2/C: Lee, WR 


Reports from Private WR Lee in the Intelligence Corps at Winchester. WRL also 
a former full-time Observer for Mass-Observation now engaged in top security 
work. Joins up in November 1940 


29/2/D: Novy, H 

Detailed and lengthy reports from former full-time Observer now private in the 
RAMC stationed at Leeds (1.12.40 - 23.2.41), at Catterick, Yorks, (Feb 1941 - 
April 1941) and at Shotley Bridge, Co Durham (April 1941 onwards) 

(Further reports on the RAMC and life in Leeds are filed in 66/11/G 


29/2/E: Assorted short reports from other Observers in the Army 


Royal Air Force 
29/2/F: Pepper, C 


Reports from A/C 2 Pepper stationed in Torquay, Devon from September 1940 
and in Canada from September 1941 


CP was a full-time Observer for Mass-Observation before being called up. He 
later died in action 


29/2/G: Papineau, R 


Reports and letters to Mass-Observation from LAC Papineau stationed at 
Blackpool, June 1941 


29/2/H: Picton, R 

Account of first medical examination, Ipswich, May 1940 

Observations, Alderton, July 1940 

Correspondence with TH and reports on RAF life 

Selection for Air Crew, Cardington, Beds, August 1940. Stationed at Blackpool 
(Aug 1940), Torquay (Oct 1940), Newquay (Oct - Dec 1940), Weston-super-Mare 


(March 1941 - September 1941) where he becomes a Sat Flying Instructor, Wick 
(Sept 1941) 


29/2/|1: Sommerfield, J 


Correspondence with TH: stationed at RAF Silloth, Cumberland (1940-41) and at 
RAF Mellisham, Wilts, July 1941 - Aug 1941 


Formerly full-time Observer with Mass-Observation 


29/2/J: Assorted material sent in by other Observers in the RAF 


Royal Navy 

29/2/K: Hutchinson, G 

Diary, letters to mother and letters to TH with an account of registration at 
Shepherd's Bush, Jan 1941. Stationed at Skegness (June 1941) and at Torpoint, 
(June 1941 - Dec 1941) 

Additional notes 27.9.43 


29/2/L: Miscellaneous reports from Observers in the Navy 


BOX 3: PRINTED MATERIAL - RECRUITMENT, INFORMATION 
LEAFLETS, REGULATIONS, ADVERTISING, WAR SAVINGS AND 
OTHER EPHEMERA 1939 - 45 


29/3/A: National Service 


General material covering all of the Services including three copies of National 
Service (HMSO 1939), official enlistment forms and other official information for 
troops 

29/3/B: Royal Air Force 

Books, leaflets and other official material 

29/3/C: Royal Army 

Books, leaflets and other official material 

29/3/D: Royal Navy 

Books, leaflets and other official material 


29/3/E: Forces Publications 


Official and unofficial Forces magazines with correspondence. Includes Blighty 
(April 1942) and Jankers (1941) sent in by Tom Driberg 


Typescript: broadcast by Tom Driberg giving advice on producing magazines and 
papers in the Forces 


29/3/F: British Legion 


Literature including leaflets about pensions 


29/3/G: Miscellaneous ephemera 


This folder includes advertising material (eg for uniform suppliers), religious 
booklets, samples of official stationery, bills, forms, tickets, receipts, labels, ration 
cards, posters and leaflets etc., material also about Forces entertainments 


29/3/H: Overseas Troops 


Assorted material about the Services of other nations including the Canadian 
Army, the Norwegian Air Force and the French Forces 


29/3/|: Charitable War Organisations 


Leaflets and pamphlets produced by the Red Cross, the Friends Ambulance Unit 
(including a handwritten report). Relating to Prisoners of War, war relief and 
mobile canteens 


29/3/J: War Savings 


Literature from campaigns to encourage war savings: War Weapons Week, 
Salute the Soldier etc. (see also 29/1/I) 


29/3/K: Air Propaganda 


Samples of leaflets dropped by the RAF over Germany and German-occupied 
Europe, 1941 


29/3/L: Impact of Blitz on East End 


Typed report on effect on soldiers of news of Blitz. 25.9.40 


BOX 4: LIFE IN THE FORCES: MORALE, LEISURE, EDUCATION, 
PAY AND CONDITIONS, PRISONERS OF WAR, THE HOME 
GUARD AND PROXY VOTING 


29/4/A: Life in the RAF, February 1941 
Small surveys conducted by Observer D Douglas at RAF Marston, Kent 


1. Interviews with 54 Ground Defence men, Fire Staff, Police, Cooks, Drivers 
and orderlies about their attitudes to being in the RAF, what they miss 
about civilian life, going to church, their expectations for the postwar 
period and the possibility of invasion 

2. Interviews with 50 RAF men about going out at night, type of 
entertainment most enjoyed etc 

3. Interviews with 44 airmen about what they missed most from peace time 


29/4/B: Public attitudes towards the Army, June 1941 


Approx. 200 replies to a 5 point questionnaire about the Army carried out in 
Kilburn (CF), Hendon (JS), Euston (NN), Croydon (VT) and Oxford (HH) 


Tabulations and notes (EL) analysing results of survey 


29/4/C: Army Education 1941 


Letters from BW to TH about Mass-Observation's study of Army Education 
(March-April 1941) 


Letter from Raymond Gauntlett (1941 Committee) to TH 

Copies of Current Affairs in the Army: an outline of a new plan (ABCA), War: 
News Facts for Fighting Men, No. 2 and Current Affairs No. 1 (1941). All sent to 
M-O by B Dobree (War Office) 

Reports from men in the Forces, April 1941 on educational facilities (includes 
information on reading habits, special education schemes, course, radio listening 
habits etc) 

Listener Research Report (BBC) 15.4.41 

29/4/D: Service Clubs 

Brief descriptions of three service clubs in London by GH (Navy), August 1941 
29/4/E: Army Pay and Social Welfare 

Article in New Statesman 10.8.41 about Army pay 


Typed manuscript of questions and answers on social services available to 
members of the Forces and their families (no date) 


Special report on pay, 22.9.41 from J Gaston in Luton 
Survey conducted by LE in Donnington, November 1941 


Extracts from Mass-Observation diaries compiled by YL on army pay and 
conditions (1941) 


Report on pay based on M-O Directive Replies, August 1941 (BW) 


Note on army compensation, Stepney (NM) 


Army expenses: personal note from LE, May 1941 
Report: Soldiers’ expenditure in a country unit sent in by HN, RAMC, 22.6.41 
Newscuttings and quotations from the press and from Hansard, 1941 


Indirects on pay, August 1941 collected in Walham Green (MS), Mill Hill and 
Neasdon (JS & GD) 


Notes by JF, 7.8.41 

29/4/F: Service Allowances Survey, September 1942 

155 replies to a 6 question survey conducted in London areas: Hyde Park (TO), 
Paddington (LB), Clerkenwell and Holborn (POL), Notting Hill Gate and 
Marylebone (CM) and Kilburn (CF). Includes attitudes towards increases in 
Servicemen's pay, dependents’ allowances, comparisons with the pay of other 
nationalities stationed in Britain 


29/4/G: Prisoners of War, June 1942 


Extracts from letters written by PoWs to their families which were sent to M-O by 
the Red Cross. All the PoWs in German prison camps 1941 - 42. Notes by HP 


29/4/H: The Home Guard 
Reports sent in to M-O by members of the Home Guard 1940 - 44 with leaflets 


(Further material on the Home Guard is available in the Topic Collection AIR 
RAIDS (TC 23)) 


29/4/|: Proxy Voting in the Forces, July 1944 


Reports from members of the M-O panel in the Forces at home and abroad on 
the availability of information about proxy voting 


BOX 5: DESERTERS 1947; RECRUITMENT SURVEY 1956 


29/5/A: Deserters, March 1947 


Opinions about deserters collected informally by BS and HS (no location) 


29/5/B: Recruitment Survey 1956 


General material about the survey with instructions for interviewers, August 1956, 
advising personnel that the survey is being commissioned by the Government 
Social Survey at the request of the Ministry of Defence to assess the 
effectiveness of recruitment campaigns 


Sample questionnaire 

Coding sheets 

29/5/C: Names and address of interviewees - OMITTED 
Lists of the many towns in which the interviews took place 
Lists of the names and address of the interviewees 
29/5/D: 

Tabulations of results with notes 

29/5/E: 

Computer print out of results 


29/5/F: 


Miscellaneous papers and press cuts relating to the whole FORCES Topic 
Collection 
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FORCES (MEN), 1939-1956 
TC 29, Box 4 
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1. I. Oo 


Fucking money; home conforts; cunt - sexual intercourse. 


Fucking wash-out. 


(screws his nose up) Oh, not too bad. 


I don't know mach about the fuckers. What I nave neard 
they are a dirty fucking lot. 


The fuckers want castrating. 


” a 1 ee On 
Fucking cigarettes and beer. 


Sash the fuc<ers. 


On well - there - I don't know; they are a good class 
of people, 


Oh, about the sans, I think. 


Well, that depends on what sort of Jéws you mean, 

doesn't it? You get sone very tight fuckers, don't 
you? Other ones fit to knife you at the first sight 
of the m, 


OX 


Wine, women and song - and Money. 


I don't think about it? 


(thinks a long tims) Well, they are still game to 
have a fight to the finish. 


Well, I don't know what to think about them. 
(laughs) I don't know what to think about them fuckers. 


ei: Ss 
The home comforts, of course. 
Nothing at all, 


Well, I think they are doing their best under the 
circumstances, 


I think they are trying to put up a good show. 


I think nothing about then. [I have never discussed 
the m, I think there is some good and some bad. 


t am I missing. eant?. well, ui women. a | 
‘4ipses, that's all. I oan say ~~ eab't beat the ola 
ipses; chavce to do as you like,-ard 1 having a 7 i | 
job, 2 or S pound a week; ardm another ‘thivs, chance. 
to get iv what time ae like at night. | a 


Well, I thirk they are “o fucking good. 


The Free Frevch Forces? Well, I would think 4 lot 
of them if there were any fucking more of thom. 


The Ozechs? Well, I don’t krow about the Ozechs, 
because I don't know much about them. They sum 
don't seem to be a bad lots; tha. is all. 


The Jews? Well, the Jews aren't a bad race, — 
they're a bit tight-nosedg aren't they? | 


14 I 
Personal freedom. 
A lot of double-crossers, I thi”ke 


I think if they get a chatce they should be quite 
a help. 


Well, which Czechs would you mean? 

Obs: Oh, the Czechs ir ge”eral. 

Avs: Well, it's dificult to say about the Ozechs in. | 
gereral, I mea” -=- they seem to be quite a tough crew. | 


Jews? Well, they are ertitled to the same ‘Privtlegeay 
and freedom. as the rest. : #3 


he ciate om 


Bt gue 
al oh 


1. Boing able to go toe a , day’ S week when Tt was to. 


titumb1es something r Gor la not hear) Oh, the 
Vichy Goverrme"t? Well, I have never been 
inter ost’ ed about them enough to think about them. 


De Well, a thi-k it %s about time they doe some 
fucking work. 


d. I just don't. 


CG. Well, I could say a lot -- Well, I think they are 
mo*ey-grabbinrg lotg¢ on, well, I thik it's them 
who are is ruvri”, this: fucking war, anyway, are 

si the mo“ey out of it. 


Dy, 
ap 20.4 0 


l. Oh, fuck me. © What do I miss most from peacetime? 
Well, morey's ove thiyg; free avd easy time is 
avother; what else? I thirk tha: is about all, 
Doug, I don"t k”ow what else I miss, I'm sure. 


4a. I dor-¥ kvow fuck all about it. 


b. The Free Frevch Forces? I don't kvow fuck all 
about them either, do you? Is there any? Well, 


T° really, pricks like us wio've be: iv the services 
sivce the war, we dom't im get to k”ow th hacia 
Ss about && thivgs like that. 


d. The Czechs? I don't know anything about those 
bastards. See, 


What, do I think about them? Well, they are all 
r ef lore. They. ought, to firtd 


(’ 
m2 


Cut avd morey. = 
The PrinciPle i8 good but it is not put into practice. 


Fuck me. Some of them are goodm are™'t they? Well,:: 
some are good ard some ae “ot so fucki™ysg good. 


Czechs? Well, I don't know much about them, Don. 


The Jews? Well, they are all right when they get - 
some other fucker to scrou'ge om -= like these fuck- — 
ing women, they are all right when you are workivg, — 
but whe you start workivg they stop; they wart to 

get their mo”ey for rothins. Some of the buggers — 

ought to be chased out of here like they were chased — 
out of Germany. 


II 


Oh Christ. (Saughs) Fucki~g good rub out. Fuck- : 
i~s good game of skittles abd darts. | | 


Er -- a lot of cowards, I think, 


What? the Vichy Gova met is the Free Frevch, 
isn't it? I thought it was the Free Frerch iar, 
4(Ge~eral discussio™” -- confusion seems to arise 

over whether unoccupied Frarce isy't "free". ) 


No, I forget all I k™ow about them. 


The Jews? I kyrow one thirg, they're a f dt, -gutted 
lot of cunts. That is akk we are fighting for, the 
Jews; a fat-gutted lot of Jews i” this sacle 


Ge 


Ce 


. Loe 


What do I miss nost? =Well, my bloody home; hone 
comf-- ; home and happiness, 


Well, there, that govermment's got no backbone; it's 
a veash-out. 


Well, they are standing up for their rignts; they are 
doing wnat should be done, give Prance back her liberty, 
same as every bloody sane Frenchman should be, I reckon, 


A grand race, 


The Jews? Oh fuck! Well, what dealings I have had 
with the Jews they are notning less but a lot of bloody 
money-grabbers, rogues and thkdéves. I suppose there is 
good and bad even in Jews, but what I have come across 
have all been bad. 


oe y 


Fucking happiness, and my how, 
I don't think anybody can express an opinion om them, 
I think they are real good lads. 


Oh, fucking hell! Well, you don't really mow any- 
thing about them really. | 


Well, they ain't done me no harm; only when they 
make a fucking suit for me they charge me too mech - 
otherwise they are fucking good tailors. 
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What things I miss most? Well, the tning I miss mst 


in this mob is my mfti, not being able to wear mfti. 
Nothing else I could miss, 


Well, sans opinion as the others - I rea lly dom't know 
mich about it. 


(thinks a long time) I am doubtful about their bloody 
fignting ability. 


Well, I don't like to form anyopinion on those. 


(tninks a long time) Well, I don't associate with them 
mach, but the only ones lI have met © have not liked a 
lot. I don't agree with them being in tne Arny as 
officers; I don't want to be led by one, anyway. 


a eee 
Home comforts am home life; that is everything summed 
UD e 


Ah well, I think it is just a puppet governient to the 
Nazis. 


What do I think of them? (thinks a long tim) Well, 
they, are ig, ga for tne same as we are [ suppose; 
they are a help. 


Well, wich Czechs would mean ? 

Obs: Oh, the Czechs in g bag Yo ) 
Ans: Well, it's aiffioult to say about the Czechs in 
general, I mean - = they seem to be qu lite a tough crew, 


nae 


Jews? Weil, they are entitled t to tne sa me privileges 
jand freedom as eee 2OGk 


Miss mek ost? Cunt, cunt, cunt. 
I have got fuck all to think about any of the cunts, fuck all, 


What I am fucking ling for is fucking peace. Muck ‘emall, 
Oh, I am never followed them up, 


Never followed them up. 


Never followed them up either. 


, 


(laughs) What is the object of this? Well, I think the thing 
I miss most is a flre-place and an easy chair and good -- well, 
you can't say you miss friends, because yauxxuxka of course you 
nake friends here, don't you? 


Not a lot. 


I don't know mch about them; not able to give an opinion on 
them at all, 


Weil, I mean I don't know sufficient about the allies at all. 
T haven't heard a lot up to now. 
oa 


Nothing. Don't like fhem, Very definitely don't like ‘em. 
Not the ruling class in any case; not these régank and file 
Jews - they're all right, but these financiers, they're really 
the war-itiongers. Don't like 'emat all; very bitter, in fact. 
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i (laughs) Home comforts. 
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4a. Oh, I don't know. YT don't know much about that. I don't take 
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that respect - showing 2a good example to their fellow-countrymen. 


a) 
' 


Fa ils fy .* i ore 7 } > WY. + 7 . (ee thr0CUO'W ry ee + + . ut a le 38. + ir 77} 

\sA, © Ae WF Gal wu L tj > ; / i. Y) , ae © y 7 &A.~<. u a © iv Aw O ~ ww Ji wilh © 

a. he Tawe® The Tewea: eh? Gh. &e @i wk he tee 
~ @ BE & & wee ey Ws} tS Ss yt tO a ado W/id 5 OO mg OU mean LNe U Will Lf . GTi BTS i 9 


: or os age ge i " 4. 
UDS‘ pO LL yg LNG v6WS ifl this COUR Cry e 


Nan of y ye ¥} 1 + 7 @ate kt sae tina +t son a a ae a AA 7} +- 4+ T ary = | “] ae “7 - Pa “| + 
rm « eee ; ' gto : 7 ; vn ' FI i? ;. 3 ' ae : — 
\ : -. wee ‘ \ > i VV | ~« Y} we! . ee ee 2 7 4 , ; Nate 4 ‘ew: Meh D / u ‘ad . L. a“ Z i, 2 3 ar _ AN * v : r e% 7 J ed New? "9 ng . od J. O i % 
~ ; ; 4 , re * i. ; * “7 
VA 2HAAThHhaAayY i Po ,T thaw? T man Yn tliat on ' + Tm seem tO eln us 
Ji Li WJ Id. do So? ole y wie 2ALd J Se te at . ates Litt Fe | / i, eee Le i x . > + cS Si! } ee a i? i 
- 3 - ? - rs J. og ai + * bee ~ * i . sited 8 
ay “hnHatrinmnan al ror? TnatyTr H loodv selves 
\ _ : > — ¥ oe - Z orien mem oun / 4 = < me i ote a ww te al we? qlee > iw 
a/ wv 
rr? m 
x 
4 fuck me Me goood times we uaed to hav 
i : iC; fe ° | ay ei 2 iL - - ee et: » t ft oe e 
> - , r) heed - - - ; 
; f ‘ . g r) ' F ; ” " ‘ - , : oe! 7 cB ~ 
Liv @ § ) . ees "UU UD e 
v—_—_ ~ - _ - 
— | -»i cht 
@ - a" oi Sr - eo . >* ~! ne 
ee - - , 
f . “ »t = 
& ~ cilien ; t 
= + ? % ’ ~~ . = 
~ “Fr > ts ee On . >> vy? O 27 ent ‘ zg t Vv > LYN OVIT ‘~) -" AyteT 
e . ™ ett § tJ O ~’ I ‘ - ’ ; ol e » oo ts -—- we : “5 3 - om a hed 4 7 . } a Ka ~? @ 
’ 
' 
' 
—_ “ dew ® : 
enn tll iat signs tas ee eT ee ws ose “s ovyte F303 ya ‘. it 3 oe sii 3 iy 4 2s 


REST Team ER rt 


no ait de an eager 


TaN ETT 


: 
et 
: 
. 
* 
: 
~ “ 
: 
o 
7 
Cy 
| : 
ow <a? 
. 
— 
A 
.**’ : ~! 
ey -<—v , 
: RR 
a | 


— ~‘ 

nr, -~! ¢ . 
a 

* ~ Pe 


7" : 
Gi) o — 
covet 5  o7. 
- ¥ . ™ 
‘ a cnt 
ee ’ 
Th) 3 
” ‘ ? 
er G) 
ca G4 
. ’ 
Ss 
— aioe 
ee 


© 
7 5 
& 


Qo — 
oon . 
pth ~ WU. 
: > $ > c 

“7 - t mew ib 
_ ‘ae 
; “ &. . 


7 
ret 
yy , i or, 
\ 7 
ee 
“~ —< 
a 
_, e" 
we? a 


» . af co 
e Soneal ~~ ce 
Peis Fame on 

ew” A 


qa 
e 


ay 
: ~ 
ere 
’ 
= > 
‘a 
: . 
ae. 
r eum 
o—, _ 
7 ° 
Ee 
*. 
- 


= 

. f 

a | 

oa 

49> 

eo many 
a 

Ga ’ 
: 

. 
| 

, “s ‘+ 

, 

OG @ 

7 a 
oe — 

| oo 
;* 
“ —- 

. 


* 
: 
’ 
; \. 
; 
, 
’ 
_ 
7 
‘ 
~ 
- 
“> 
: 
— ~{; 
: ’ 
sad ' 
oo 
i 
. - 
~L.. 
? . 
@ 
rt 
Ai 
ae 
z 
? + 
‘J 
, ° 
2 . 
.) 
e | 
' ; . 
‘2 ere] 
’ 
; PY en 
~~ : 
.* 
2 of 
eens 
— 
. . 


er 
a 
i 
- 
> poten 
. : 
— 
5 


ae 


* 
7 
4 . 
a 
a 
4 =| 
a . 
— 


a 


re 


TT “+ 7. “ Paes | * f° Re : Pm p ay od i 
Le Well, the home life: natural home life. 


492, Well, I think the Vichy Government,sooner or later,wnen German in- 
fluence is on the wane 3 lot,will eventually come round to thé position 
the “ree Hrenen Forces, 


b. Well, I think they are doing a good job and J think that without them 
we would be in a hell of a mess, because there is no doubt they are 
doing a good job in Africa in cooperation with the old emperor of 
Abyssinia. I think without their cooperation in Central Africa we 
would have been up the spout, 


ad. Well, the Czechs are good fighters. They have got our cause at heart 
and some day their country will be free, 


6. Oh well, the Jews. I think myself that if the Jews were not concerned 
so much with finance and more with their owm economic section with 
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é Oh, my liberty; I think, yes, to a certain extent my 
privacy, because you are living in a crowd now, 


4a. Well it is hard to say, isn't it? Of course, it will 
retain some semblance of independenca only so long as 
Petain lives, then [ should say it will becone united 
to Gernany. 


b. Well, I don't think they are going to do mech towards 
winning the war, but they are certainly good to help 
to give thei impression that there is some freedom in 
France, aren't they? 


ad. Well, this mch Tf would say - their cause was a far 
better cause than the Polésh one because Poland treated 
her minority disgracefully. 


G8. Well, you know, that is a difficult question, as actually 
I don't caref for themas a whole, but on the other 
hand I have a great nany friends who are Jews, and one 


reason woy I don't like to criticise ‘is in case I fall 
into the trap of oeing intolerant. 


350 16. Laie J 
a My home life; everybody does. 


4a, Don't take much attention on it. 


b. Well, can't say properly, except that I think they 
stick up to their bit. 


a. Haven't had much to do with them or know men of them, 


6. Jews ? I do not pass my mind with them; do not think 


of them at all because you get good and bad both sides, 
everybody's. 


42, . 
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7 oe YF 
Living with the wife avd farily. 


I think they are Dossed by Ga many; too easily bossed 


They are all right. 
They are dam™ good fellows, the Czechs a~d Pol@és both. 


Rotter that they should be wiped out of the map. 


18 y _ 
My good warm bed at night. 

I think they are damn scoundrels. 

Free Frerch Forces? ir --- pretty good soldiers. 
Czechs - are - er -= good men. 


The Jews are a marvellous race of people who have brains 
and know how to keep their money. 


1. Well, my pals ard women. 
49a. Not much. 


b. Well, they are a good lot of chaps, I think, what I 
have head of them. 


d. Well, also good as regards the fightivs busimess. 


e. What do I think of them? Well, they are all right as 
far as I am concerned; don't worry me much. 


a ae 


50 20 VI 
1. This (mosey). 


42. Oh - er - very u”“satisfactory, obviously made up of 
People who just wish to further ther owb eds sort 
of angle. 


be. Well, I place them i» the same category as akk the 
other occupied countries. 


d. Don't know anythinrg about then. 


e. (laughs) Not much. Dov 't k~ow how ove should thik 
that exactly; “ot impressed. 


OL Y 

xa Wife. 

4a. (thinks a long time) Well, I don't know; it sems a 
bit complicated to me yet; you don't seem to be able to 
form an opinioYn on°it,yek cay you? 


b. (thi~k s a lo~g time) Well, I have never met any so I 
cannot form an opinion. 


de Well, I have only read what is im “ewspapers; they're 
fire chaps as regards newspapers. 


e. (thirks a lovg time) Well, I suppose the same as anybody 
else - there's good and Dad. 


oe U 
1. My pay. 
42. I dov'’t thivk much of then. 
be. Very good. 
ad. Not bad. 


e. Dov*'t kvow much about the Jews. 


23 
l. My liberty. 
4a, Oh, it's all rignt. 


b. Well, up to the present tim they have been no so bad; 
whether they could go on, I don't know. 


d. Czechs? Oh, I expect they are doing all right. 


6. Hm, Jews? Well, of course Jews have not got a country, 
poor devils . You can't say anything mech about the Jews - 
haven't got a country, have they? 


.; Fucking Money, Mate; money and good food. 


4a, Never studied it. Lot of fucking rats like ours, I suppose. 


b. Excellent. 


d. Well, what Czechs? 
Obs: On, the Czechs in general, 
Ans: Well, I don't know what to say about theCzechs; put 


a question mark on tnatéone, 
e. Oh, they're bastards. 


25 
Lé Well, my home; my job; ny civvy life. 
4a, 1 never studied, 


b. Well, I don't know. Question mrk there. I couldn't tell 
yOu. 


d. Oh, they're ail right I suppose; same as us | suppose. 


6. Weil, some good, sons bad, 


26 


ive Well, I miss my wife and youngsters ‘ost, and nom comforts. 
You know that stands fora lot. (lauzghs). 


4a. Well, I don't think mech of themat all. They're no good 
to us, are they? They are not doing us any good. 


b. Free French Forces? Well, I don't know ; haven't studied 
thema lot. Very good. 


Gd. Weil, I think they are a fine fighting race » the Czechs, if 
they are given a chance poor buggers, haven't been given a 
chance yet. 


e, Well, there is good and bad, that's all I can tell you abot 
the i, 


oT 
Le Lights and freedom of sovements. 
4a. I don't Know mah about that. 


b. Oh, I don't know; I think they are doing a good job of 
work, and wil do. 


d, Oh, t can’s ony: I haven't had mech to do with them either. 


e, (Thinks a long time) Well, I can't say I have anything 
against them, 


28 
1. Home life (laughs), 
4a. Nothing mech. 
b. Well, I think they are doing all right. 


ad. Iam same opinion as what Ronaid is, they haven't had a 
chance, have they? 


e, Weil, I have really had nothing to do with them, 
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Le My home, people, job. 
4a, Never read nothing about them, 
b. I think they are ail rignt. 
d. They are a good fucking race. 


6, Never had any deaiings with the Jews; never cons in contact 
with then, 
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his Home life, 
4a, Oh, they are rotten. 
be Not too bad, 
d. Well, pretty good. 


e. They are a bad lot. 
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Le What I had then which I haven't got now? Well, freedom, free- 
domof activity; I was always out doling things. 


4a, Well, bit about that. Well, I think old Darlan is a 
blizhter, that's a definite answer. Well, I think they are 
holding out, but I don't think there's a great deal of unanimity 
about them, do you? I don't think they are a true reflection of 
the feeling of France. I don't know a great deal about Prench 
politics. 


b. Well, I don't tnink they count for mech. I don't think there 
are aany of them, Are there tany of them? Only a minority, 
I think, I think the Prench had a basinful. I don't think 
f@4 they are mch to reckon with. 


d. Oh, I think they are definitely 

@. The Jews? Oh, I don't know, The Jews always, well, I think 
they have got a grievance aginst the Nazi regim, but I think 
they asx for sone of the trouble that they get, but I think there 


are as tany bad Englishiien as there are Jews. They are really no 
more selfish than the ordinary Englsih capitalists, I don't think, 
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Le Well, my wife, I suppose. 
4a. Oh, I can't answer that one. 
b. (thinks a long time) I don't know. 


d. (thinks a long timej}/ -- snakes his head. ) 
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Fucking cash. 


Fucking rotten (laughs), 


Not so bad, 


¥ayn Very good. 


Good lord, them bastards, 
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Money for one thing; should earn nore money than what I do in 


the forces, 


(scratches his head) You know anything about politics? I don't, 
I don't take any notice of them; blowed if I take any notice 


of them, 


Free French Forces? Well, what do you ean by the Pree Prench 
Forces? Abroad or in this country? (A tong discussion ensued 
between subject and bystanders, out of which " could not distill 


anything conclusive. ) 


Oh, the Czechs now? Czechs? 
Haven't heard a word of them, 


the Norwegians have been doing. We don't know anything about 


tne m. 


Ah, the Jews. What do I think of the Jews? Nothing but a lot 
of rogues. You can't say mch about the Jews; you have got 
the.. in the House of Commons and in all the big firm, They 


dom't care anything for us. 
your King. 


What have they been doing lately? 
You might as well ask me what 


They say it is their country, but 
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Question 2: I don't think there wilibe one this year, there may be 
next year, but it won't succeed. 
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was an athelst before the war and am more of one now, 
b: i never pray. 
ec: it is hard to say; church=-going is compulsorg, but I should say 
that religious belief is decidediy less, 
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no fee-ing change because I don't f---ing go. 


6: Round the tabie. 
0: Not f---ing much, 
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Question 2: There won't be any f---ing invasion of this country; there 
might be an attempt, a sort of feeler, but that is ail. 


4; Pee-ing awful; proper bind. (i.e. boring) 


bi: I-don’t pray. 
ec: I don't know. 


6: Very quick and sudden. Weil, i think there wil eat 
lot of internal strife in Germany and occupied territor'és, 
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Question 2: Fe--ing impossible, on either side. 
4; f-e--ing waste of tim. ther blokes think the sane. 
5a: Well, it ain't mde any difference at all; I still don't go to 
church. 
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That my One (i.e. promotion to AC1l) will be through Thursday 


6: l don't, 
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question 2: Lot of bullshit. I nean to say he might try it but 
won't be successful, 
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4; I think seriously it is a wast fa bloody good man; ¢ coulda ?iil 
my Place better than this. ¢ I think there is ; 
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Question 2: Personally, I don't think there will be Quy; i 
think he's had it now. (i.e. he's lost his chance) 


4; I am satisfied with it; [ don't think you will get a bettor 
joo here. 


5a: No, it have mp always been church-going; it's never altered me. 
b: Pirst, Peace; wife, and then family. 
ec: In my district I think there 1s more goes to church since the 


war. 


6: I think it will be ended by him overstepping himself. 


a 


ve had it. (1.e. it's all over) 

4; It is not too good, but it is not too bad in its place 
a: It has not changed my religion. 

do: Parents and family. 
8: 
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6: My idea is we wili come to peace terms. 


- 


ee 
ee 
eae 
£ 
ae 
Gt 
an 
4 


gia a 
. 3 — 
Cay i % ‘i a 
iT Cue 43 
| , : h Ne CORMIER TF 
6 eee sabe eR 
’ / ce a 
Wi 2 va Y 
Oe Via 


Question 2: I think it would be a jolly good job when invasion 
comes because it would clear the air to have 4 bang 
at them, and I think we would come out on top. 


ifs 


My last job was the biggest farce that the Air Force could 
have Known. I have been trumpeter for & months, and 2 months 
ago 1 had to call on a certain officer, after I had visited 
the dentist, to say I could not blow the trumpet any Longer, 
but I still had to stand by to blow the trumpet in case of 
invasion. [T have been a burden to the Air Force since 
September. 


5a: it has mde ime rather more religious; I have been able to 
get into church every day which I could not do on OGlvvy 
Street. tT think religion should be woken up, since none 
of the churches are carrying out their job as they should - 
none of the churches, not to my belief, 

b: Woen I paury pray I recommend us all to God and pray for an 

Nnonourable peace. 

low the church on the camp is a proper farce. None of us 

zo to Listen to the service; soie of us are forced there, 

but I go because it's God's house, and that is about the 

only benefit IL get from it. 


C2 


6: The end of the war holds some terrors for me. [ can see 
gre eat unemployment. I shall probably have to remain in the 
forces; that is the only solution. I think 1% will @nd by 
the British forces invading Europe, and probably by internal 
risings. 
These things are not mech discussed in the Air Force, 


No 27 
aad 
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2: I don't think there will be an invasion personfally. My 
personal opinion is that it would be foolish from his polnt 
of view; he may try a feint, but I don't think he will try 
a serious invasion. 

4: I think it is bloody awful; it is a waste of tims, that is 


what I think. I would be far more useful employed in my 
peace-time occupation, voth for the country's war effort and 
for everything else. 


oa: Well, it has drasticaily curtailed my church-going,. I went 
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sometimes before and | never go at all now, 

b; You have shoot me there. [ don't think I pray for anything 
but to get out of thés bloody war - I mean, peac 

Cc: e-- No answer --- 


6: I don't know. TI personally think that we will Win, same as 


we did last time, by economic squeezing and so on. T don’t 
think there will be victories in the field. 


No 28 5B ~ 


0O 


I think it can happen and it cannot. Lt have got no doubt that 
he could never achieve anything; he could do it, but never 
achieve anything, 


aa 


It is rather mixed. some days we feel browned off; some days 
it isn't so bad. [ think they could certainly make better use 
Ot. Ua, 


5a: Well, as far as religion Aig I think that the things that are 
going on are criminal } . he wh ducted, 4 yr tt whew | mm, 
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Binet : 


> 7 


i: l went once. 


ee I went out for anything I could bloody well pick up. 
Le And I did not go out eny more because I was financially 
fuexked. 

XXVI 

Li I went out once, I think - Thunmsday was it, or Friday’ 
e A quiet px night, pictures. 

.- Financially embarrassed. 

AAVid 

Once. 

fs Beer. 

s, Hed no money. 

AXVIILI 

: lt was out four times last weex. 

‘2 Dancing, bit of Cunt. 


3. The only times I can go out on the second week between 


pays 1s if I get a Postal Order from home. 


heddock. 


XXIX 


dia I did not go out at all. 
7 i ni ANE TE 


3. . Same reason as him, I couldn't afford it. 


fl won't buy a 


: From Saturday night till Sunday I did not go out. 


S$. No money, married man, don't get enough. 


XXX I 

Zi How many times did I go out? Well, I went out twice. 
2. Feeding, a good meal7, (& la Jack Warner) a real meal. 
3. Well, I prefer staying in and writing letters, cleaning 


out and resting my bloody body. 


XXXII 


Ae Once 
ex Change of atmosphere. 
4, Couien’t afford it. 


XXXII 


— I didn't go out because of this (injured arm). 


XXXIV 


- Once. 

“ee Well, I went after my own amusement, nothing in particu- 
lar. 

3. Well, I had no incliination, nowhere to go, come to that. 


I was looking for an old wid. (widow) 


XXXV 


Li How many times? I could not so out because my permanent 
pass was taken mway off me. Anyway we couldn't go out because 


we are on guard everv other night. 


KXXV I 
Le l only went out once. 
fs l went to a dance. 


4s Well, I could not say anything there. I just didn't feel 


AXXVII 


re I am on light duties, that is the first reason - Ms0.'s 


instructions. 


AXXVIII 


Ls tl went out Sunday. 


* an Pictures. 


[? Well, that is one reason - can't afford it, and the time w 


we finish work at night, it is too late. 


ba Once, Sunday. 

Pictures. 

5% Seme reason, I can't afford it, and because we are 
finishing at 5.45 now end we have got our cleaning and that 


to do. 


XL 


Sa Once. 
* a TO church. 
Si Well, for the same reason that the money don't run it. 


One good night out and you are a pauper afterwards. 


XLI 


Be sunday. 

Lis No, I went out to enjoy myself and have a drink of beer, 
but I did not find a verv decent drink. 

3s Well, in the first place, can't get out till about a 
Quarter to seven - by the time you've got cleaned up and 

washed. You have got to be back by quarter to eleven, and then 


you have got to get the bus to town and the half-past nine bus 


back. Consequently there is no time to go out. 
XLII 
1. . Last week? Gaw blimey, blessed if I can tell you - 


about twice, I suppose. 


* Christ, I couldn't tell you - pictures, crumpet. 


3 (laughs) Don't get enough meney. 


XLII 


i Once. 

2% Visiting. 

Si There is nothing to do, nowhere to go. 

XLIV 

5 ee I never went out last week. 

CO. meee 

a; Well, I am on room orderly, see?, on light duties. aS 
XLV 

i I go out about the most of the lot, because, you see, l 
go home. About four times - other nights I am on guard. 
Za Go home. 

oe Because I can't, I'm on guard. 

XLVI 

te Once. 

2, Well, after crumpet and beer: had a drink of beer. 

ai Can't aftfore. it, 

XLVIT 

: Twice. | 

a To have a change from the usual routine of the camp. 


A Financial difficulties. 


XLVIII 


vag Three times. 
* Se Oh, you are asking things now —- see the girl some times, 
other times to go to the pictures. 


3. Well, other things to do, as,for instance, writing home. 


asa Twice. 


as Went to church twice. 


.- Because of this course, studying. 

L 

A Least week I went out twice, but that's more than usual. 
OP Well, once I went to see a friend of mine and once | just 


went to change a book at the Librery. 


Fe Good lord, I haven't a penny. 
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1) We know practically all 

2) Good. A lot of them are not doing much, 
) Oh, they should do that, 

4) Well, yes and no, 


GCOOd. 


2 ) Good thing. 
3) I can't ver, well say anything over that. 
4) I can't say, I've not mixed with them much, 


? 


5) I reckon very good, what they put up with. 


ne — 


° 
Sal 
— 


OQ 
ta] 
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1) Not as far as I am concerned, I am an ex-soldier, so I know a bit 
about it. 
the army 
2) I think there are plenty of men for that without taking xem off 
their proper job 


"? 


3) Alright for the Pioneers, ‘they're really a Labour Comps, 
4) Yes 


\ . pe 
0) I think they are better conducted now than in the old O8aYS, as they 
are better educated, 


CH, 


6e S. 4le 


M 20 D 

) No, not particularly 
2) Yes, of course 

) They should be expected to take a share in what has to be done, 
4) Very far behind. 


5) Very well. 


M 30 C 
1a) No 
In my opinion, they shoukdn't , 


Oh no = not enough, 


Ge De 41. 


M25 B 


| 
b) what do they do all day? 


2) W6ll - I shouldn't think so. They will be needed to repel 
invasion, or to iearn how to fight, 


3) I haven't seen them clearing up to tell you the truth. Just 
one, about six months ago. 


4) No (laughs). About equal to the French, I should think, 


5) Fairly well, I should say. Not brutal an l&centious, so 
far as I ve noticed enyway, 


la) Yes, there certainly is. 

db) I'd like to know what the g@ndividual privates thia- me 
the offensives they take part in, and the way they aré trained 
and equipped 


2) He, I dentt, 


3) I think too much, as they aren't paid for it. Besides, they 
ought to have something better to do, 


4) No 


5 ) Well a 


F €65 D #20 B 


1) My own boy's there, so I h ould know, 1} %, 


2) I don't know so much. I don't know what to think, If they've 2) It might be a good idea, in some ways. 
nothhng else to do, it's no harm, Though there are plenty of 
unemployed. 3) I don't know how much they are doing, 


3) Share all round, 4) No, very far from it, 


4) That I can't say. Fhere's been a lot of muddling going on, hasn't 5) Perfectly well, 
there. 


5) Well. It tekes a lot to get over the Pritish fommy. 


é 


I don't know enough about it to say, 


oe ~ - " ° rea " : 4. 
it's none of my business, I trust those who are in control 


PO mr neg, 
“ee. 
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the] 
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19 Is there anything you would like to know about our army that 
the papers and w reless don't tell you? 


b) “hat would you like to know) 
2) Do you think it would be a goou thing or a bad thing if the 
army were to do some of the fire-ewatching in places that get 
raias? 
3) About clearing up the mess after raids; do you think the army at 
present helps more than it should, les -han it shoul , or just 
enough? ( al t ) 


4) “o you think our generals are up to date in their methods, or not 
up to date? . 


5) Do you think soldeirs befave well or badly, on the whole, 


impression 


Hardly anyone felt they wanted to know more, 
Slight majority against. 


) On the whole favourable, but several doubtful 
) MYst are in some degree critical of the genezaks 


Unanimous feeling thst they behave well - "considering", as several 
people add, 


C2 
. 
ba] 
= 


M 30 © 


Oe Oe 41. 


la) No 
2) Yes. Definitely 


3) +hat's for the army to d@eide, It therey've any to spare, then 
make use of them. 


+ 


4) No, I don tx 


5) On the whole, 


M 50 C 
1) Not particularly, We shall know in good time 


2 ) No, I think theywéx pixmeiymx plenty to do without that. Shere are 
plenty of civilians for that, I do my bit, and I think everyone should 
Go the same, 


3) The Pioneer Corps does thet. I don't think the army should; after 
9 hard days work drilling a man doesn't want to start work like that 
aiterwards. 

4)- 


5) Very well, 


~ 


B- DO B 
1) N., I'm quite satisfied 


2) No. 
3) iI°8 
4) rather leave that to tho e¢ 


- 
a 


ecide dly well 6 1 We 


M 50 B 
) N 
‘2 
) A good thing. 
\ ie : | ae 
) I don't know quite how 


the 
LOO. 


=, = ‘2 
WO 


varate needs = i 
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4) I have a supremm regard 


[~ 
J 


under him in last war) 


) I beleive weil, 


The civilian population can do that 


leave that to a higher authoritye 


who have 2 


one 


much th y are aoing. 
regiment has nothing to do, 


Qn 


for Veneral Freyburg. 


then 


right to an opinion. 


It ought to depend on 
well and 


(Story of serving 
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19 “hat do we want to know about them anyway? 
2) No. “hat about civilians? 

3) Yes, the pioneers, but not the army, 

4) Oh no. A lot of old chanks, 

5) ll right. 


M 20 C 

la) Yes 

b) Why can't they be sent home when they've noting to do, some of them? 
2) Depends who's go ng to do it else, 


3) Well, I don't know much ab out the unemployment, If there's unemployed 
could do it, then they oughtn't to use the soldiers, 


4) Well, I'm getting a bit tired of it, every time "It won't happen 
again" "We've leamnt our lesson", <A 1 that, 


5) Seem not too bad, 


~~ = 


M 60 


‘@>' 


1) No, I don't. 


2) Very eood thing, occupy their mind, instead of these suards with no 
point to it. 


a a 


) Certainly employ them, When there's nothing e&e for them to G0e 
) Yes, I think so, 


) 
~~ 


Wy expereince, very well, 


a 
/@ t 


# 45 C 


1a) No. Not my business, I'm not fighting this war, 
2) A bad thing, there are heaps of slackers in offéces could just 


as well be on the roof, 
3)-Oh no, that work is all right. That's different, 


4) I can't make them out at all, They're not out of date nor up to 
e, 


to date, they just seem asleep, hough of course I don't know very 
much about it, ; 
5) Well, on the whole, 
££ 


F 40 C 
la) I'm not sufficiently intelligent to want any more, 
2) Yes. +he boys are bored, 


3) It should be equally distributed, then yes. At present some are 
doing a lot and some are doing nothing. 


4) Yes, now. “+hey've improved, 


5) Very well, 


C,H, 


Sa Gea 44% 


1) No. We know quite enough. 


, 


ot 


2) Yes, give them sametiing to do. All my friends in the army are 


just coing nothing. 


3) Not too mich 
) Too conservative. 


5) “ell, considering, 


) I'd like to know why they don't give the men on the coast a rest a | 
bit more often. (Anecdote of her son on a coastal battery, while | 
other boys she knows are inland doing nothing) | 


I don't see why they should. Tere's plenty of civilians can | 
thst. Anco we might need the army, | 


3) “hey should put some of these miners onto it, “hey understand the 
job. 


4) Could be better 


5) Very good, considerins they're all youngsters, 


.o 


CH. 


2) Noe I don't think we need half as many fireewatchers as we have 
Already e 


3) No, it's not fair that they should do it for 2/- a day instead 
of proper labouting rates, 


4) Obviously not, 


'5) Very well. They have much nicer manners than civilians, 


# 50 B 
| 1) Certainly not, 
2) +hat's a matter for the war office, 


| 3) I don't think that's ae suitable question wo ask anyone who is not 
in a position to know all sides, 


4). 


5) I haven't been struck by any bad behaviour, 


F 60 D 


1) No 


2) Good thing. 


3) No harm done, 
.) Oh, I don't know that. 


5) Oh, well, 
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a THE (941 COMMITTEE 


ae 


24, FARM STREET, 
Telephone : 
MAYFAIR 0670. LONDON, W.!. 


PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


10th ‘ 
AND TELEPHONE NO. April 1941 


Dear Harrisson, 


Many thanks for your letter of 8th 
April. No,it will not be too late to start on the 
‘education in the armed forces’ investigation immediately 


after Easter, though we should like the results at the 
earliest possible moment. 


Tom Hopkinson has been collecting some useful 
information through the correspondence columns of Picture 
Post, and I am having a question eked in the House in 
the near future. Your report will then complete the evidence 
which the committee requires. 


By now you should have received the letter 
and a number of documents regarding The 1941 Committee, and 
from the letter you will have heard that in future a 
regular report will be sent. 


Kind regards and best wishes, 


Sincerely yours, 


Tom Harrisson Esq. 
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News-Facts for Fighting Men 
PUBLISHED FORTNIGHTLY BY THE 


fp, NY BUREAU OF 
CURRENT AFFAIRS 


No. 2 Oct. 4t 


WAR 
To all Officers 


Information given in WAR is not to be com- 
municated either directly or indirectly to 
the Press, or to any person not holding 
an Official position in His Majesty’s Forces. 


‘Tals is the second number of WAR—a fortnightly bulletin of the Army 
Bureau of Current Affairs. 


The use of the bulletin was outlined in the first issue and by now you will have 
put it into practice. It is not proposed to run an Editorial in each issue of WAR, 
but until these bulletins have come to be an accepted part of the officer’s training 
equipment a certain amount of reiteration is necessary. 


* 


WAR came into being a fortnight ago because of the Army Council’s decision 
that officers should be ‘briefed’ for talks to their men which would be 
informative and stimulating. You will find in this issue, as in the first, that the 
subjects included in the bulletin range from campaign narratives to personal 
adventure stories and facts about what other people are doing in the war. 
All the features in the bulletin have the same fundamental purpose—to increase 
the soldier’s knowledge of, and interest in, the war in general. There is no 
doubt that if he is thus made to feel that he is taking part in something great 
and inspiring he will be rallied to an enhanced interest in his own job, whatever 
it may be. 

* 


WAR is not designed to give you dispatches from the fronts. But what it 
can and will give you is a full picture of the events dealt with—and these stories 
will be from official sources. This takes time. 


WAR provides the text for the officer’s talks to his men. Beyond that it is 
entirely up to the officer himself. The use to which he personally puts the 


bulletin—and, similarly, ABCA’s other bulletin Current Affairs—is the measure 
of the success and influence of these publications. 


* 


Next week you will receive the second issue of Current Affairs, which will 
deal with the important subject ‘Our Ally Russia.’ With WAR and Current 
Affairs at your disposal it is within your power to provide at least one interesting 
and helpful talk to your men each week. Any ideas you have arising out of your 
experience in using these two bulletins will be welcomed by the Editor. Also, 
material suitable for inclusion in the bulletins will be considered if submitted 
(marked *“WAR’) to The Army Bureau of Current Affairs, War Office, 
Whitehall, S.W.|. | 


@ Continuing the story of General 
Wavell’s campaign in the Western 
Desert. Map tnside back cover. 


War in 
the Desert—II. 


HE first objective of the Imperial Forces’ advance in the 
Western Desert was the town of Sidi Barrani. The plan, 
briefly, was to push through the gap which had been found in 
the enemy's line of fortified camps running roughly from north-east 
to south-west and covering Sidi Barrani. These camps were at 
Maktila, Tummar, Nibeiwa and Sofafi. The gap lay between the 
last two camps. 


The 70-mile approach march began on the night of December 
7th/8th. Good training and discipline were the secrets of the 
march’s undetected success. The whole force had to lie up in the 
open desert throughout the day of the 8th, but there was no enemy 
interference, and by the morning of the 9th'all units were in position 
for the attack, 


2. Desert Discipline 


The method of lying up used in the desert is called ‘ leaguering.’ 
In leaguering, the vehicles come in to a close geometrical formation, a 
triangle or a square, with the administrative groups in the middle. 
In the case of tanks, the fitters’ workshops are in the middle. The 
essential point is for them to be facing in such a way that, in the 
event of an alarm, they can instantly and easily disperse. In daytime, 
when enemy air reconnaissance or attack is the main danger, they 

stay dispersed in very irregular formation. At night they close up, 
with the infantry forming a screen four or five miles nearer the 
enemy. 


3. First Successes 


In the early morning of the 9th the motorised Indian division and . 
I. tanks attacked Nibeiwa camp, which was held by about 3,000 
men, with a high proportion of tanks and artillery. By 8.30 a.m. 
the camp was taken and General Maletti, the Italian Commander, 
had been killed. He was found headless in his tent. 


The force was then detailed for the assault on the second 


I 


objective—Tummar—which consisted of two camps, Tummar 
East and Tummar West. By the evening both these camps were 
in our hands. 


In the meantime, the armoured brigade, whose task had been to 
push through the gap to cut the coastal road west of Sidi Barrani, 
had established itself in position astride the enemy’s lines of 
- communication. | 


The first day’s operation had been a complete and swift success, 
with very low casualties. 


4. Sidi Barrani 


The attack on Sidi Barrani was launched on the 10th. The 


I. tanks and infantry attacked from the south, a force of cruiser 
tanks from the west, and a brigade from the Matruh garrison, having 
occupied the Maktila camp the previous day, advanced from the 
east. By nightfall the position was captured, and the greater part 
of the defenders had either been killed or made prisoner. 


The defences at Sidi Barrani were not on the scale of the towns 
later tackled in the advance, such as Bardia, and it has been 
brought out in Training Memoranda that the tank proved itself 
to be the decisive weapon in an engagement of this sort. Once 
again the technique of finding a gap was employed with great 
success. The active and daring patrols had ensured that, in one 
‘ area 200 yards wide in‘the perimeter of the Sidi Barrani forts, no 
mines had been laid, and that obstructions there were at a minimum. 


There was no cover for infantry within a mile of the perimeter. 
The tanks, therefore, went forward entirely unsupported by infantry, 
relying on their armour and fire power to crush resistance. The 
infantry was brought to the verge of the battle-front in trucks, and 
the infantry commander then placed himself in such a forward 


position that he was able to choose the moment when, in the . 


confusion of the battle, the arrival of the infantry was unlikely 
to be noticed by the enemy. 


5. Tanks Go Through 


The tanks, preceded by an astillery barrage which included smoke, 
went through the gap in the perimeter, shooting up anything and 
everything within sight. It was the fire power of this tank offensive 
which decided the garrisons of the Italian posts to get underground. 
In some cases they were found there with blankets over their heads 


in a frenzied effort to supplement the concrete over their heads! 


There is no need to stress the psychological effect on these defenders 


when the tanks had penetrated behind them and they found | 


themselves surrounded and trapped in their positions. 
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6G. Air Co-operation 


The part sf the ‘Royal Air Force in the attack on Sidi Barrani 
‘must be given full value. In addition to their continuous and 
accurate bombing they supplied the army with a complete 
photographic mosaic of the defences: To cover the noise of the 
approachin: tanks they even dropped tin cans filled with stones. 


re After Sidi Barrani 


The ‘large-scale raid’ aspect of the campaign came to an end 
with the capture of Sidi Barrani. General Wavell decided to push 


on, though a substantial part of his force had to be withdrawn for 
service in the Sudan. 


First our armoured troops pursued the garrison of Sofafi camp, 
which was hurrying towards the frontier, and such remnants of the 
enemy in the coastal area as had survived the first two days of 
battle. On December 11th that pursuit yielded 14,000 prisoners 
and a large number of guns. By December 15th the last of the 
Italians alive and free had crossed the frontier and joined the 
remainder of their army in Cyrenaica in withdrawing within the 
defences of Bardia, a coastal town 15 miles north-west of Sollum. 


An armoured brigade was immediately placed in position astiide 
the approaches to Bardia from the west and south-west, preventing 
the garrison from withdrawing or receiving reinforcements. 


In the final reckoning after Sidi Barrani it was calculated that the 
enemy had lost the greater part of five divisions, of which we had 
taken 30,000 prisoners, 400 guns and about 50 tanks. Our own 
casualties were 133 killed, 387 wounded and 8 missing. 


§. Sixteen Days 


Before the attack on Bardia could be launched, troops withdrawn 
after the capture of Sidi Barrani: had to be replaced and relieving 
forces ferried forward by lorry from the railhead at Mersa Matruh. 


In addition, considerable reserves of ammunition and supplies 
had to be landed at Sollum, where the small harbour was now at 
our disposal. . 


Sixteen days were allowed for these preparations. Here are some 
figures to illustrate the size of the problems : | 


To move an armoured division one hundred miles along a desert 
track takes 250 tons of petrol, say 75,000 gallons. It requires 
fifty 5-ton lorries to carry it, and for every further 100 miles advanced 
it requires another 50 lorries to pep the supply chain going. These 


< 3 


' Jorries are a maintenance ptoblest in themselves and even breakdown 
trucks sometimes break down ! 


9. Maintenance 


The maintenance of vehicles was therefore a vital factor in this- 


advance. One day in three was devoted to maintenance—‘ rest 
days ’ was the official, if rather whimsical, name for them. 


The L.A.D. and field workshops travelled far forward with the 
tanks, but most of the maintenance was done by the crews them- 
selves. They replaced broken track plates, repaired fuel pipes 
cracked by vibration, freed stuck rollers, cleaned out oil which had 
seeped into clutches, corrected faults in steering. 


The greatest trouble was getting spare parts. There are some 
dozens of tank parts with high ‘accident proneness,’ and it is 
impossible to carry enough spares. The Australians tried using 
captured Italian tanks but it was not satisfactory. 


The R.A.S.C. and R.A.O.C., however, seized as manna from 
~ heaven the hundreds of captured Italian lorries. Individual tank 
squadrons also took over Italian lorries. As a typical case, one 
squadron took a ten-tonner for drink and food, a spare cookhouse 
truck and a workshop truck and trailer. 


10. Bardia 


It would be wrong to imagine that the attack on Bardia was 
launched against an enemy already demoralised and on the run. 
They were very far from despair and rout. A very strong force 
occupied the town—the fortress which Mussolini had described as 
‘the bastion of Fascism’ and which their military leader, 
Graziani, had declared impregnable. Bardia was, in fact, a very 
formidable nut to crack. 


In the forward defences there was an anti-tank ditch which had 
to be bridged. Behind it there was a permanent wire fence 12 feet 
wide and very dense, with land mines on both sides of it. Behind 
the fence came the redoubts set close together and completely 
surrounded by a cement ditch 8 feet wide and 6 feet deep, with 
wire round this again, and with cement communication trenches 


leading to dug-outs built with 5 feet of reinforced concrete and 
well stocked with ammunition. 


This was the outer line of defence. It was 17 miles in length and 
bounded on the east by the sea. 


‘Inside there was an inner ring of a similar type, and gun emplace- 
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ments, machine-gun’ posts and pill-boxes at points of vantage. 


The cement ditches were covered with planks and a thin covering 
of earth for camouflage. The garrisons in the posts numbered 
30-50 men, armed with anti-tank weapons, heavy and light machine- 
guns and grenades. Thé main garrison contained four infantry 
divisions, about 45,000 men, excellently equipped haga a mass of 
artillery and plenty of ammunition. a ete : 


11. The Attack 


The plan of the attack at Bardia was roughly this. The Australian 
infantry, strongly supported by artillery, were to assault the 
perimeter at two selected points and establish bridge-heads, behind 
which the engineers would fill in the anti-tank ditch. I. tanks and 
infantry would pass through the gaps thus made and capture the 
eastern sector of the defence as far as Bardia town. In the mean- 
time, the northern sector would be undergoing a heavy bombardment 
from the sea, while the armoured force would demonstrate against 
points on the perimeter remote from those selected for the actual 
attack. 


The attack Was launched on Jaguary 3rd, and, although the 
defence fought with great determination, the town had been 
captured by the evening. of the following day, and by January 
5th the position was virtually in our hands. 


In these three days we captured 45,000 men, 462 guns and 129 
tanks. The numerical odds against which the Imperial Forces 
launched the attack may be gauged from the fact that whereas we 
had 30 tanks in action at the beginning of the battle of Bardia, 
on the third day of the battle only three were in commission. | 


(A third article in this sertes will appear im the next tssue.) 


Quiz 


(Answers on page 12) 


Why was Spitzbergen raided ? 

Who is the Minister of Aircraft Production ? 
What are the principal products of the Ukraine ? 
Who is Britain’s chief representative in the Supply Mission to Russia < 
Which medal would you wear first—the M.C. or the G.C..? 

Which has the greater tonnage—an aircraft carrier or a battleship ? 


After how many years service is a soldier eligible for the L.S. and G.C. 
medal ? | 


What is the prevailing wind in Great Britain ? 


If President Roosevelt speaks on the radio from Washington at 10 p.m., 
when would you, in Great Britain, tune in to hear him ?: 


10. Why is Rear-Admiral’P. L. Vian famous ? 
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VERY enemy : subject who falls into our hands has informa- - 
1, tion of interest, and to obtain this information is the duty 
of specially trained officers of the Intelligence Cofps, 


who 


conduct the interrogation of prisoners on the field of battle, at - 


Division, Corps or Army Headquarters, or whtrever prisoners may 
be sent. 


The tactical questions put to prisoners on the battlefield are 
restricted to information that: will be useful in telling our own 
Command of the enemy units engaged, and what developments in 
the battle may be expected. 


In the 1914-1918 war infdrmation was obtained with little 
difficulty. But now, because of the high standard to, which the 
enemy has trained his troops to resist. questioning, the task of the 
interrogating officers has become a most difficult one. 


Orders to refuse all information except name and rank are 


constantly being repeated from the High Command of the German 


Army to all troops. Detailed instructions as to how the prisoner 
is to deport himself before the interrogator are issued to troops, 


and plays and exercises in this resistance to examination are laid 


“ee 


on to support these instructions. 


C.0.’s Last Order _ 

Recently, a German unit was in a position where all concerned, 
officers and men, facéd death or capture. The last act of the officer _ 
commanding was to call his men together and thank them for their 
support in battle, closing his remarks with one instruction, which 
ran: ‘If you escape death and become a prisoner, remember, disclose 


nothing to the enemy.’ The state of security-mindedness here 
shown is admirable. 3: a | 


Long before the collate of Gernisay in 10t8'pclaaaaeicteousht tn: 
letters from home and told verbally of privations in Germany— 
the first indication of coming events. 


In this war the enemy has been at pains to limit by every mean: 
in his power the amount of information members of his forces may _ 
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- Give details of equipment, etc. ~~ 
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1s ay of victvkte mail, constant ene famili 
and threats of rarest pias te 


pak sed and so in thes way the aie iidtie was not chown igo 
any one who was sc to become a prisoner. 


Apart from. this, the German prisoners taken during the Battle 
of France compared as talkers quite well with their fathers taken 
during the battle of the Somme in 1916. They were willing to talk 
about their experience, to disclose units and troop movements and “ 


nT 
Arrogant Airmen he te 


Since mid-1940 prisoners have been restricted to members of the 
Luftwaffe, sailors from the German Navy and Mercantile Marine, 
and civilians. 


During September-October, 1940, the Luftwaffe prisoners were 
arrogant and confident of the early reléase the invasion. would 
bring. In-some casés they were frankly inclined to pity the poor 
Britisher! Towards the end of the year Luftwaffe prisoners 
showed signs that constant defeat by the R.A.F. was lowering their 
morale, and the occasional free talker again became evident to be 
offset by the more frequent ‘That I cannot tell you’ prisoner, who 


_ increases in numbers when things are not going quite so well for 


the prisoner s side. 


Early i in. 1941 there was a return to the invasion story. Again the 
prisoner became a little more free with his talk. In recent months 


we have had the easy talker again intermixed with the stubborn » f 
clam.” Again a sign that confidence is being shaken. 


German sailors are’ especially difficult to deal with and interroga- 
tion calls for patience and persistence. On the other hand a contrast 
is often provided by men who have had shattering experiences 


which tend to undermine their morale. 


Taking the German Forces of to-day, it would be fair to say: 


1) The Army. in battle will provide willing talkers, ‘but the 
nate amount of information will be limited. 


2 The Luftwaffe pemgane! will provide a few talkers, both 
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. officers’ and other ranks, but much of it may be provided | 


for our mis-direction. 


(3) The German Navy might, if pressed into useless action in 
face of heavy odds, again provide the surprises in broken 
morale and free talkers. 


_If our own troops of all ranks can be relied upon to refuse to 
discuss military subjects to the same degree as the men of the 
German forces, the Germanginterrogating officer will be earning his 
pay in his effort to provide his commanding officer with useful 
‘information. 


In some cases the prisoner breaks down because he has no real 
faith in the rightness pf the Nazi cause. Our people, convinced of 
their own position in this respect, backed by the moral courage, 


which is a British, far more than a German; trait, should be iriore 


easily able to resist all the interrogator’s attacks. 


Disliked Prussians 
Extract from a prisoner of war interrogation report :— 


‘ The prisoner said there is a considerable dislike of the Prussians 
and their type among the men of his unit. They ‘ open their 
mouths too wide,’ i.e. are boastful and arrogant. In particular he 
loathed the Berliners. He loathed his company commander, aged 
26, who was harsh and overbearing. He was unhappy about the 
hostile atmosphere of other countries towards Germans, the 
Rumanians in particular he described as ‘a filthy, tattered 
uncultivated lot and very hostile.’ The Bulgarians on the other 
hand were very friendly to the German army.’ 


Thought for the Week 


(By fitter in ** Mein Kampf ’’) 


throw gas-shells on to the southern front before Ypres. We 
were still on a hill south of Werwick on the evening of October 
13, when we came under a drum-fire lasting several hours, which 
continued throughout the night with more or less violence. About 
midnight a number of us dropped out—some for ever. Towards 
morning I felt a pain which got worse with every quarter hour that 


De the night of October 13-14, 1918, the British began to 


passed, and at about seven o'clock I tottered rearwards with 


scorching eyes, reporting myself for the last time in that war. 


A few hours later my eyes had turned into burning coals, and it 
was all dark around me. I was sent to hospital at Pasewalk in 
Pomerania, and whilst there I was destined to see the Revolution. 


¥ 
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Escape out 


@ A Dutch officer tells how 
he eluded the Germans 
and reached England. 


the German occupation. We were trying to work out a plan of 
escape by aeroplane, when suddenly a Fokker test plane 
landed in a harbour near us. 

Luckily, the wind was blowing in the right’ direction. Low 
clouds were also in our favour. 

The night before we planned our escape we went to a hideout 
near the plane. 

But we were spotted by a young boy who happened to pass that 
way. Not knowing whether that boy was going to give us away, we 
went to a nearby meadow and hid ourselves in the grass. 

At 1.15 a.m. we decided to go back to our old hideout. We took 
along a rubber dinghy which we had pumped up in the meadow. 
At 3.15 a.m. the pilot, two mechanics and I paddled over to the 
plane in complete darkness. : 


li was not edi for a Dutch soldier to escape from Holland after 


Landing Trouble 


At 6.30 a.m. a few Germian seaplanes came over and we then 
decided to start our engines. At first the right engine did not start, 
so we had to make circles in the harbour until the engine picked up. 
Then we taxied and took off, 

Over the Dutch coast we saw little puffs from A.A. shells. We 
then flew above the clouds and saw nothing until the English coast. 

When we were within 500 yards of the coast, light A.A. opened 
up on us. The heavy A.A. guns were, luckily, not able to fire at 
us as we apparently approached exactly in their dead angle. 

We then showed our flag (orange-white-blue) and waved with 
capes and handkerchiefs and immediately started a sharp landing. 

Coming down much too fast, the wing flaps failed and we con- 
sequently hit the sea three times. The third time, one of the 
drivers hit a sunken boat and the plane was tilted up on its nose. 

We climbed as quickly as possible in to the tail-end of the plane 
upon which the nose rose again. 

Our pilot had never flown a seaplane before and he had therefore 


decided to land as near to the coast as possible. We got out safely, 


all four of us, and reached the shore at 7.15 a.m 
As the compass in our plane was not tested, we arrived at quite 


a different point. from the course we had set. 
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@ A sergeant of the Buffs is — 
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HREE officers and thirty-five other ranks were given the 
difficult task of scaling at night a very steep gully running 


south from the heights of Beit Gabru in the Keren area of > 


Eritrea. Their instructions were to harass the enemy position at 
the top, wherever possible. 

They encountered an enemy post, which was wired, and, having 
cut a way through the wire, they succeeded in killing all the 
occupants. 

They moved on at once, and, taking up a position on top of the 


high ground, awaited daylight, hoping this would show them what 


their next move should be. As daylight broke they found them- 
selves engaged by Breda, mortar and rifle fire at close range. It 
became evident that a considerable force of. the enemy were 
endeavouring to surround them. 


Two men were badly wounded, and the officer in charge, realising - 


they were not a strong enough force to hold their position, gave 
orders for a withdrawal. This officer, with one other officer and 
Sergeant Heath of The Buffs, remained behind to cover the with- 
drawal with tommy-gun fire. 


Covering Fire 


The distance to the edge of the ridge where troops could take | 


cover from fire was 60° to 70 yards. When the main body had 
reached this point the covering party started to withdraw 
themselves. When they had gone some 30 yards they came across 
one of their own men, who was wounded. His legs appeared to be 
paralysed. 

Sergeant Heath again gave covering fire while the two officers 


endeavoured to drag the wounded man to cover. They had gone . 
only a few yards when the officer commanding the party was hit . 


in the foot, and, at the same time, the wounded man received 
another bullet which killed him. Sergeant Heath received a graze 
on his left arm. 

The last words of the officer commanding the party were orders 
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that the others should leave him and get away as best they could. 


Sergeant Heath was again giving covering fire with his tommy-gun 
when the gun jammed. He succeeded, however, in reaching the 
falling ground safely, at the same time helping the officer. 


After this action Sergeant Heath continued to work with untiring 
energy, in spite of the fact that he had to attend sick parade daily. 
He refused to be sent down on the sick list. 


In later attacks on enemy positions, over difficult and exposed 
ground, Sergeant Heath’s coolness, determination and initiative 


helped very largely in securing positions for our troops. He was 
awarded the D.C.M. 


@ The ship went down m one 
minute and the skipper had 
his clothes blown off. 


A Freak 
of Blast 


HE Master of a British merchant vessel (under 2,000. tons) 


writes this description of his being attacked in a foreign 
harbour. Note the freak effects of blast :-— 


‘ The plane released two parachute mines, the first one landing 
on No. 2 hatch and the second a few seconds later on No. 1 hatch, 
exploding immediately they made contact. The explosions were 
terrific and the ship disintegrated like an eggshell, sinking in about 
60 seconds. I think the plane intended attacking the power 


installations ashore, but on account of the heavy barrage firing at 


him he decided to drop the mines and clear out. 


‘ The bridge of our ship collapsed and debris came down upon 
us.... Lhe next thing I knew was that the water was up to my chin 
and the bridge rail. I floated away from the ship, and after 
swimming about 50 yards I looked around and saw the water 
smoothing out over where the ship had sunk. 


‘ Apart from my head being cut and a few bruises I was all right. 
All my clothing had been blown off—I had only the left sleeve of 
my jacket, the waistband of my trousers and my socks remaining. 
My shoes had disappeared but I was not conscious of absence of 
clothing at the time. 


‘ After half an hour in the water we were picked up. The Captaifi 
of the ship who rescued us said that he never expected to find so. 
much as a finger of anyone left.’ 


1] 


@ This heroic story of how a 
village fought German tanks 
1s told in Soviet War News. 


The Schoolboy Scout 


A kes Nazis recently landed by air a detachment with 20 whippet 


tanks near a Russian town. An ‘extermination battalion ° 

commanded by Captain Baryshnikov, surrounded and des- 
troyed 16 of the tanks, while the remainder broke through and took 
cover in the woods. 


At dawn the next day a schoolboy, Vasya Churilo, discovered the 
tanks and reported to the chairman of the rural Soviet. He passed 
the information on and then organised the defence of the local 
power-station, telephone exchange and tractor repair shop. 


Collective farmers sawéd through the supports of a small wooden 
bridge and hid in the bushes and ditches on either side. Soon three 
whippet tanks emerged from the forest and sped towards the village. 
The first to cross the bridge crashed into the water. The others 
stopped abruptly, whereupon the farmers sprang out and hurled 
bottles filled with benzine. 


When the extermination battalion arrived a few minutes later 
the farmers had finished off the tanks and their crews, 


Quiz Answers 


(Questions on page 5) 


1. To prevent the Germans from using the coal mines. 

2. Lieut.-Col. J. T. C. Moore-Brabazon, M.C., M.P. 

3. Coal, grain, metal ores. 

4. Lord Beaverbrook. 

5. The George Cross—it takes second place only to the V.C. 

6. aAae =A about 35,000 tons. Aircraft carriers are about 23,000 
ons. 

7. 18 years. 


8. West to South-West. 
9. 3 a.m., British Summer Time. 


10. Principally for his part in the Altmark incident, when he commanded 
H.M.S. Cossack. 
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Giiitce hig 


A Background Bulletin 


PUBLISHED FORTNIGHTLY BY THE 


ARMY BUREAU OF 
ihe CURRENT AFFAIRS 


Read This First 


The information given in this publication is not to 
be communicated, either directly or indirectly, 
to the Press or to any person not. holding an 
official position in His Majesty’s Service. 


§ At the beginning of this month the War Office published a 
_ pamphlet called ’ Current Affairs in the Army’ setting forth the 
ways and means whereby officers are to instruct their men about 
the major issues and events of the day at home and abroad. 
Every regimental officer should by now have received his copy 
of the pamphlet and should have in his mind the method by which 
this experiment is to be applied. 


4 To sustain the regimental officer in this important new 
variety ‘of leadership—mental leadership, civic leadership—the 
Army Bureau of Current Affairs (ABCA) is issuing week by week, 
to every officer, these bulletins of fact and background. During 
the next few weeks everyone concerned in the vast experiment will | 
have the opportunity to discover its value, its ‘dled <i caun 
its defects. - 


q Apart from the issue of the weekly bulletins, WAR and 
CURRENT AFFAIRS, ABCA will endeavour to provide officers with 
various auxiliary services. These are to include :— 


(1) Conferences and short courses at which officers will secure 
a brief practical training in handling talks and discussions. 


(ii) A circulating service of Topical News-screens ; 1.e. panels 
of forty or fifty photographs of current events for display 
in huts, canteens, etc. 


(111) Touring exhibitions on such topics as Town Planning, 
Post-War Industrial Organization, Living in the Country, 
Otc. 


(iv) A service of information films and documentary films. 


You can get particulars of all these extra facilities from any 
officer of the Army Educational Corps, but you should bear in 
mind that these extra services will, at first, be on a limited scale. 


q The Army Bureau of Current Affairs (ABCA), 
The War Office, 
London, S.W.1 


{| The next number of CURRENT AFFarrRs will be published on 
October 11th. Its main article will be a survey of Russia by 
the distinguished authority, Sir Bernard Pares. 
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THIS 


SCURRENT AFFAIRS’ 


HIS issue of ABCA’s * background bulletin ’ deals mainly with 
a theme which should furnish at least two useful discussions 
among your men. As this is the first number of CURRENT 
AFFAIRS, officers may care to have a few general tips about the 
conduct of the discussions which this bulletin is intended to promote. 


This new job of keeping your men abreast of Current Affairs may 
at first seem out of your line of country. You are used to teaching 
your men tactics, weapon-training and so on, and you've probably 
worked out a useful technique. You know what snags are likely to 


' develop, where the tricky questions arise. You may feel diffident 


about tackling a subject which seems so very different from your 
usual line. But if you deal with it with the experience you have 
gained from instructing your men in other branches of their training, 
you will soon find it no more difficult to teach Current Affairs than 
to teach those other subjects in the Army time-table about which 
you knew nothing or next to nothing a few months ago. 


Il. PREPARING YOUR TALK 


(i) Listen carefully to the B.B.C. news and read your newspapers 
with close attention, for from both these sources you may find a 
topical peg on which to hang your talk. 


(ii) Read Dwight Whitney’s article, in this bulletin; jot down any 
extra comments which occur to you on the points he raises, or any 
items which you think will usefully illustrate his assembly of the 
facts. The more you can, in this way, pre-digest the material the 
more confidently will you give your talk and the more convincing 
will it sound to your audience. 


2. GIVING YOUR TALK 


(i) Find out from your C.O. how much time is to be allotted to 
‘Current Affairs.’ To do the job properly, including time for 
discussion, you need about fifty minutes. There will be occasions— 
if you are doing the work well—when extra time is desirable. 
Whatever portion of time is allotted to Current Affairs you should 
map it out before you begin—so much for your talk, so much for 
questions, so much for general discussion, so much for summing up. 


(ii) Remember you are giving a talk, not a lecture. Don’t try to 
put the case in elaborate and formal language, but set it out in simple 
unpretentious English. % 


(iil) Don’t try to cram too much into one talk: this bulletin 
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contains enough for at least two talks—perhaps more. The secret 
of the successful talk is to tell a little and tell it well. 


(iv) Keep to hard facts and avoid hot air. If you are tempted to 
introduce a purely personal opinion on the topic remember that 
such intrusions often make trouble for the speaker; and, whatever 
else you do, always distinguish clearly between the objective facts 
and your own colouring of the facts. As leader of a discussion, it is 
up to you to play fair with the meeting and secure a balanced dis- 
cussion. So don't go putting your thumb in the scales. 


(v) Don’t allow any questions during your introduction to the 
topic—questions can come later. If the thread of your exposition 
is broken, the subsequent discussion will suffer. 


(vi) Finish up your talk with a clear quick summary of the points 
you have raised. 


3. RUNNING THE DISCUSSION 


(i) Many audiences, in the Army as elsewhere, are a bit shy about 
breaking the ice. You may have to coax them during the first few 
minutes by suggesting a couple of questions yourself. Don’t on any 
account make an initial silence the excuse for cutting a meeting short. 
Questions will come all right if you are patient and if your talk has 
been effective. 


(ii) Don’t try to score off a man because his question is clumsy or 
even foolish. 


(iii) Ration everyone to not more than a couple of questions; 
otherwise you may find one or two vocal individuals monopolizing 
the meeting. If a real discussion develops, however, give some 
latitude to its main exponents. 


(iv) If you get a question which you can’t answer don't hesitate 
to say so. But try to find the answer for the next meeting. You 
will keep the men’s confidence by that honest, helpful attitude; you 
will lose it if you try to * pull a fast one ° on them. 


4. AIDS TO EXPOSITION 


(i) Use maps or rough sketches where the theme is appropriate. 
From time to time ABCA will include in its bulletins simple sketch 
maps which can easily be re-drawn on a blackboard or on paper. 


(ii) Use your imagination in procuring and using any novelty 
which may help to bring home the subject to your men. It has often 
beer found, in talks of this kind, that even such a trifle as passing 
round a postage stamp or a few photographs rouses an initial-interest 
in the subject. Later on ABCA hopes to provide a service of such 
illustrative material—including films, film-strips, epidiascope pictures 
and war photographs. Meanwhile lay hands locally, wherever you 
can, on such useful auxiliaries. 


America’s Part 
im the War 


By MAJOR DWIGHT WHITNEY 


(Major Dwight Whitney 1s an American and the author of ‘Who 
Are the Americans ?’ For the last few months he has been seconded 
to the administration of the Lease-Lend Act 1m thts country.) 


HEN the Prime Minister and the President of the United 
W siates met in ‘a land-locked bay somewhere on the 

Atlantic,’ they proclaimed to all countries, hostile, neutral 
or overrun by the Nazi locusts, that the British and American 
Governments stand side by.side on the main issues of the war and 
the peace which shall follow it. That was the gist and meaning 
of the ‘ Eight Point ’ Atlantic Charter. 


Nevertheless, disappointment was felt by not a few. If the 
President and the Prime Minister were able to set forth ‘ certain 
common principles in the National policies of the two countries, 
on which they base their hopes for a better future for the world,’ 
then why did America not declare war at once? Why does it 
content itself with being, as a famous American broadcaster said, 
‘in the ideological war, in the industrial war, but not in the 
shooting war’? The following commentary will help you to 
explain the reason why and will tell you something about America’s 
war effort since the beginning of the war. Here are the main 
headings of the commentary :— 


WHOSE ‘SIDE’ IS AMERICA ON *?—AMERICAN 
ATTITUDE BEFORE THE WAR—‘CASH AND 
CARRY ’—THE COLLAPSE OF FRANCE AND ITS 
INFLUENCE ON AMERICAN OPINION—THE 
EFFECT OF THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN—ROOSE- 
VELT’S RE-ELECTION—THE LEND-LEASE ACT— 
AMERICAN FEELING TO-DAY—EXAMPLES OF 
AMERICAN AID bas BRIT AIN—AMBRICA AND 
JAPAN. tage 


1. American pl Up To Lend-Lease. 


1.- U.S. is on British ‘ side.’ No responsible voice has ever 
been raised in U.S. in favour of actual German victory. The 
definitely pro-German party is no more influential than British 
Fascists. In the last war, before the U.S. came in (1914—1917), 
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the situation was different, for then there was a large proportion 
of German-born people. These are now mostly absorbed, in the 
second generation since immigration, into the Anglo-Saxon mould 
of the population. Moreover, there was no moral issue as great 
in the last war as the present opposition to Hitler and the Nazis. 
All Americans oppose them. 


2.° U.S. attitude just before the War. The American 
attitude just before the present war began was illustrated by the 
Neutrality Act under which the sale of arms to belligerent countries 
was forbidden.. The passing of such an act was evidence of the 
basically pacifist ideas of the country. These ideas were born in 
the American sense of disillusionment over the collapse of the 
three idealisms of the last war :—(i) That it was a ‘ war to end 
wars’ (Chinese-Japanese, Italian-Abyssinian, and Spanish Civil 
Wars already seemed to disprove that); (ii) that it was a war 
‘to make the world safe for democracy ‘ (rise of totalitarian powers 
exploded that); (iii) that it was a war for freedom of the seas 
(now the seas were more threatened than ever). This disillusion- 
ment turned U.S. back to its original ideas of isolation from 
Europe's problems. (George Washington, first President, in his 
farewell address had warned against ‘ entangling alliances.’) The 
idea grew that war could be kept away from the Western Hemisphere 
by sitting snug behind the two oceans and forbidding American 
mercantile interests to get U.S. ‘involved’ by selling arms to 
belligerents. 


3. The first War Act—the Neutrality Act of 1939. After 
the outbreak of war, the friends of the Allies in America con- 
centrated on getting the right to buy arms. This would help 
Great Britain and France, which had cash to pay and ships to 
carry, as compared with Germany which had little cash and could 
not carry without command of the seas. But the Isolationists 
were insistent that this should not increase the risk of the U.S. 
actually getting into war. They therefore included in the new 
statute a prohibition on any American ship or any American 
private citizen going into a war zone at all. Thus it was thought 
that, if the warring nations should be allowed only to buy arms for 
cash and carry them away themselves (‘Cash and Carry’), the 
U.S. could still escape being exposed to the risk of war. 


4. May, 1940. The invasion of the Low Countries, followed 
by. the collapse of France, revolutionized U.S. public opinion. 
But it then went to the other extreme—from confidence that of 
course Britain and France would win, to certainty that Germany 
would now over-run Britain as well as France. The result was the 
immediate passage of conscription—a policy of “ defence ’—to raise 
a great American Army. 


5. Effect of the Battle of Britain. The unexpected resistance 
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of Britain convinced Americans that, although U.S. must continue 
arming for defence of the Western Hemisphere in the event of 
German victory, it should back Britain as its own front line. The 
first evidences of this policy were the President’s dispatch in the 
summer of 1940 of such rifles and field guns as the American Army 
had—first World War models. These were followed by the exchange 
on the 2nd September, 1940, of 50 destroyers (also of the first 
World War type) for the 99 years lease of naval, air and land bases 
to strengthen the defences of the American continents—in Jamaica, 
the Bahamas, St. Lucia, Bermuda, Trinidad and British Guiana. 
The new policy was expressed as ‘ All aid to Britain short of war,’ 
and as it was embraced by both the Democratic and Republican 
candidates in the Presidential election of November, 1940 (President 
Roosevelt and Wendell Wilkie), it became fixed as the foreign 
policy of the United States. 


6. After the Presidential Election (Winter of 1940-1941). 
The new policy of ‘ Aid to Britain ’ ran counter to the existing law 
forbidding loans to nations in default‘ on war-debt payments,* 
that is to all debtor nations except Finland. But the U.K. was 
just exhausting its dollar resources; over $3,500,000,000—nearly 
£1,000,000,000—had been spent, principally on aircraft and engines. 
President Roosevelt wished to avoid the political difficulty of a 
frontal attack on the anti-loan legislation (known as the Johnson 
Act teferred to above) and he therefore evolved and presented the 
new idea of leasing the materials of war themselves. The Lend- 
Lease Act was introduced in January, debated for two months, 
and passed by Congress on March llth. An appropriation of 
£1,750,000,000 was then granted by Congress to buy goods for 
lend-lease. The Act provided for the President to authorise the 
manufacture for, and transport to, any country whose defence he 
deemed vital to the safety of the U.S. of any ‘ defence article ’ or 
information. The articles were to be returned when no longer 
needed. 


Ii. Lend-Lease 


1. What goods may be lease-lent ? It was first assumed 
in London that ‘ defence article’ meant only warlike articles— 
guns, tanks, planes, etc. It was expected that the U.S.A. would 
take over the British contracts not already paid for, and that the 
British funds thus released would be used to purchase the incidental 
needs—food, oil, iron and other raw materials. But the U.S. 
view was that the British should complete their own contracts, 
and that the U.S. would then supply all future British needs under 
Lend-Lease, including food and raw materials. 


2. How Lend-Lease goods are procured. Lend-Lease was 


-* ge. War Debts to America not paid off since the last war. 
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of course a fundamental change. H.M. Government suddenly 
ceased to make purchases. These purchases were now to be made 
by the U.S. Government, on the request of H.M. Government. 
This forced a long period of change-over and temporarily slowed 
down the process, while the U.S. Government learned the needs 
and developed an organization to make the increasing purchases. 


3. Goods not covered by Lend-Lease. Although Lend- 
Lease is not confined to warlike materials, it is confined to materials 
directly necessary to the war effort. But it soon became apparent 
that there were lots of things that were really needed in these 
islands, although they might not fall under the definition of 

‘necessary to the war effort ’ to the extent that would justify the 
U.S. Government in purchasing them. This created the need for 
the loan of £100,000,000 recently announced, ‘so that the British 
Government would have some U.S. money in its pockets.’ 


4. Needs of U.S. Army and Navy. (Including the Air Corps 
of the Army and Navy—U-.S. has no separate air force.) The US. 
Army had increased in a year from about 150,000 to about 
1,500,000 men and was steadily growing. The Navy was in process 
of being doubled, the programme being to have by 1947 a ‘ two- 
ocean navy, one in the Atlantic and one in the Pacific, and each 
approximately equal in size to the British Royal Navy. 


There is a widespread and wholly mistaken notion that the 
entry of the U.S.A. into the war is the only factor which would cut 
down the supply of U.S. materials to this country. The fact is 
that the growing U.S. Army and Navy demand supplies for training 
—whether they are at war or not. So the dominant problem in 
Lend-Lease to-day is how much of the new American production 
of war materials will be spared by the U.S. Army and Navy for 
this country. 


5. Lend-Lease deliveries to-day. These are principally of 
ships and food and such raw materials as iron, oil, etc. Deliveries 
of aircraft and aircraft engines are very substantial, but as yet are 
being principally made from products purchased by Britain before 
Lend-Lease was enacted. These finished articles are too com- 
plicated to permit of such speedy manufacture. As to ships, there 
have as yet been very few actual deliveries, but use is being made 
of U.S. ships increasingly outside the war zones, e.g. to the Middle 
East (Red Sea), between Canada and Australia, etc. (the Neutrality 
Act of 1939 being still in effect and still forbidding entrance of 
U.S. ships into actual combat areas). The effect is to release 
more British and Allied ships for combat zone service. As to food, 
although deliveries are just beginning, it is expected that many of 
the critical supplies (such as eggs, fruit, milk, cheese) will come 
increasingly from the U.S., although the vast bulk of imported 
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food (wheat, meat, etc.) will continue to come principally from the 
Empire and Argentina. In the field of raw materials—iron and 
steel and the like—the U.S. is adding to and supplementing the 


U.K. supply, thereby permitting a larger production of war 
weapons in this country. 


Kit. Is the U.S. Actually Coming into the War ? 


1. Interventionists versus Isolationists. The U.S. is the 
centre of a continuous debate on the subject of the war. Three 
parties are appearing :— 


(i) Interventionists. Between 15% and 30%—say 25% of 
Americans. It seems that about 1 in 4 of the people are 
in favour of actually entering the war at.once. Very few 
of them are moved by crusading ideas. It is not a question 
of moral antipathy to Nazidom as such, or of ‘ hands across 
the sea’ to “English cousins.” Such arguments have been 
considered in U.S. not to justify actual war. But the 25% 
have become convinced that if Germany were to win, it 
would ultimately attack America; that it is better to fight 
Hitler in Europe with Britain as an ally than later in the 
Western Hemisphere without allies; and that this is, 
therefore, America’s war. 4 Most of the educated people, 
particularly in the East Coast areas, belong to this group. 
Hence the great New York newspapers, and other intellectual 
leaders most apt to be quoted in the London papers and by 
the B.B.C., belong to this party. They may not all be in 
favour of an immediate declaration of war. But they are 
all at least in favour of such steps as would be likely to lead 
to war—greatly increased production of war materials and 
far more drastic restriction of civilian consumption ; 
convoys ; seizure of vulnerable points like Dakar ; ete. 


(ii) Isolationists. Between 10% and 20%--say 15%. These 
people believe that the U.S. is perfectly safe behind its ocean. 
They reject the idea that the Atlantic is no more sure a 
defence than the Maginot Line. They tend to divide among 
themselves—some saying Britain is sure to win anyway, 
others saying that Germany can’t reach the U.S. even if it 
conquers Britain. Their principal leader is Charles 
Lindbergh, now a very effective public speaker, who was 
impressed by Nazi efficiency and professes to favour a 
compromise peace. 


(iii) Majority. In the middle is about 50% to 60% of the whole. 
These people have all embraced the doctrine of Aid to 
Britain. But they still believe that if the U.S. gives us the 
tools, Britain will finish the job. If anything more is needed, 
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they will look to the President to tell them when and how. 
They are like the majority in most countries—only casually 
and incidentally interested in public affairs, therefore 
inclined to optimism, complacency, and a bit of wishful 
thinking, with a faith that the Government knows best 
after all and will take care of matters. But they are con- 
vinced that the U.S. should come into the war IF necessary 
to defeat Germany. ‘They think the job is’ primarily 
Britain's—that it is a European war; that they are only 
in the second line; that they should aid, but need not 
consider it their war, unless matters become far worse. 
This view has been greatly strengthened by the Russian 
campaign, which has two effects—both adverse effects from 
the viewpoint of American public opinion: (a) loss of 
crusading enthusiasm, because Russia like Germany is a 
totalitarian state ; (b) confidence that the war can be won 
without U.S. intervention. Of these the second is the more 
dangerous. 


2. President Roosevelt’s activities. While waiting for 
public opinion to form, and to influence Congress, the President 
(who is also constitutional Commander-in-Chief of the Army and 
Navy) continues to take certain forward steps. One at a time, 
each of these is far more than could have been expected eighteen 
months ago, yet far less than would represent a contribution to 
Hitler’s defeat proportionate to what America’s great potential 
capacity could contribute, if the U.S. were really roused. Examples 
of such steps have been :— 


(i) The delivery of 50 pprversnae which greatly strengthened 
the Royal Navy in its ‘vitally important task of protecting 
convoys. These destroyers though technically ‘ over age ’ 
(that is over 25 years old) are most valuable for convoy 
duties, as many British soldiers have reason to know. 


(ii) Establishment of protective bases in the Atlantic Ocean 
designed to save the Western Hemisphere—the original 
bases in Bermuda, Trinidad, etc.; then Greenland (April, 
1941) ; now Iceland (July, 1941). " (Observe the strategical 

similarity of these moves to the moves of Stalin during 
1939-1940 in occupying strategical points in Finland, the 
Baltic States, Bessarabia, etc:). 


(iii) Creating a U.S. naval patrol between the above bases—and 
to that extent relieving the Royal Navy in the Battle of the 
Atlantic areas. 


(iv) Repair of British warships in U.S. ports. 


(v) U.S. ships sent to Red Sea areas with Middle East war 
| supplies. (Roosevelt declared the Red Sea and Suez area 
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rr longer a combat zone after the fall of Massawa in April, 
941.) 


(vi) The freezing (i.e. forbidding payment) of Axis and Axis- 
controlled funds in U.S., and releasing funds of certain 
Allied Governments. 


(vii) The seizure of Axis and Axis-controlled ships in U.S. ports. 
(viii) The opening of American airfields to air training schemes 
for R.A.F. pilots. | 

(ix) Orders given by President to United States Forces to protect 


all merchant ships in ‘the defensive waters of the United 
States’ (12th September, 1941). 


IV. Japan and the U.S.A. 


Although Japan is further from U.S., in mileage, than is Germany, 
and although the U.S. is less interested in China than in Britain, 


there are factors that make a Japanese war more imminent to the 
U.S. than a German war. 


(1) There is a long-standing distrust of Japanese ambitions and 
aggressive tendencies on the Pacific Coast of the U.S. 


(2) There is a vital need to the U.S. to protect the rubber supply 
of Malaya and the Netherlands East Indies on which the 30,000,000 
American motor cars depend. Tin for the canning industries of 
the U.S. also comes from the Malay Peninsula and the Netherlands 
East Indies. 


(3) The U.S. is intensely sympathetic towards China in her 
struggle against Japan and has a responsibility for the protection 
of the Philippine Islands whose independence would be threatened | 
by Japanese domination of Eastern Asia. 


(4) The greater part of the U.S. Navy is immobilized in the 
Pacific (principally at the great naval base of Pearl Harbour in 
Hawaii) by the need to counter the powerful Japanese Navy. 

But war with Japan would at least have the effect of (i) breaking 
the ice and accustoming the U.S. to the idea of war, and (ii) after 
victory, releasing the U.S. Navy for the Atlantic. 


Vv. The Atlantic Meeting 


The recent meeting between the President and Prime Minister 
served two purposes: (a) to enable an exchange of views between 
the opposite numbers of the two countries, and (b) to meet the 
insistent demand (especially from the other side of the Atlantic) 
for a statement of peace aims. 

There is no indication, either in the Atlantic conference or in any 
other American development to date, that the U.S. is in a position, 
at least yet, to come actually into the ‘ shooting war.’ .American 
material help is coming and it is substantial. But it remains help, 


not participation. The duty and privilege of holding the front 


line remains with the British armed forces. | 
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From Day 
to Day 


A Commentary on the Main Events 


These fortnightly notes have a double purpose. They will serve 
officers as a conventent synopsis of Current Affairs, and they may 
also suggest to officers one or two additional themes for incidental - 
talks to thetr men. 


ist SEPTEMBER. 


Labour Day in the United States. President Roosevelt in 
a national broadcast declared ‘ We cannot hesitate, we must do 
our full part in conquering the forces of insane violence let loose by 
Hitler.’ The United States now building weapons on a great scale 
and sending them to all the battlefields, while new weapons ‘ of 
unprecedented power’ are being developed, but American 
production must be ‘stepped up’ and ‘ more greatly safeguarded 
on its journeys to the battlefield.’ 


British and Russian troops met in Iran at Senna, 70 miles 
north of Kermanshah and Kazvin, 85 miles north-west of Teheran. 
An armistice signed with Iran.. Thus the German threat to the 
Iranian oilfields and communications by ‘tourists’ and ‘ tech- 
nicians ’ removed and a way opened for the passage of war materials 
to the Caspian Sea from the United States and British Empire. 


On the eastern front Marshal Timoshenko counter attacks in 
the central sector to relieve pressure against Leningrad further 
north. On the Ukranian front German attempts to cross the 
Dneiper repulsed with heavy losses. Russians reputed to be using 
52-ton tanks. 


The production of aircraft in Great Britain during the 
previous week was a record. 


2nd SEPTEMBER. 


The battle round Leningrad continues in a great semi-circle 
about 30 miles from the city. Fields and roads impassable owing 
to rain, and German heavy weapons have to be man-handled. In 
the central sector Timoshenko continues counter attacks. In the 
Ukraine Budenny still holding the line of the Dneiper. 


British losses in the Battle of the Atlantic greatly reduced 
during last three months. This due to (a) more efficient anti- 
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submarine devices, (b) improved methods of dealing with enemy 
bombers, (c) the United States patrol between America and 
Iceland, which has enabled the Royal Navy to concentrate in other 
areas, and (d) the withdrawal, perhaps, of some enemy submarines 
and aircraft to the Baltic for operations against Russia. 


R.A.F. attack Berlin. 


3rd SEPTEMBER. 


The second anniversary of the outbreak of war. Various 
statesmen gave a survey of achievements in Great Britain and 
other parts of the Commonwealth. The Air Minister announced 
that up to date 8,020 Axis aircraft destroyed for a loss of 3,089 
R.A.F. The German losses do not include machines destroyed in 
Poland, Norway, Holland, Belgium, France or Russia. 


A footnote on the Battle of the Atlantic given by the British 
Ambassador at Ankara—850,000 tons of merchandise reaching 


Great Britain weekly, and only one ship in every 240 in convoy 
being sunk. — 


India’s War effort described by General Wavell in broadcast. 
Over 100,000 Indian troops overseas and nearly one million under 
arms. India becoming a great arsenal and supply base. 


On the eastern front the Germans still endeavouring to encircle 
Leningrad by advancing round it on the south to reach the southern 
shore of Lake Ladoga. 


4th SEPTEMBER. 


Prime Minister of Canada, Mr. Mackenzie King, urges the 
United States in a speech at the Guildhall to throw her full weight 
in on the side of freedom and democracy at once, ‘the time is 
short; the struggle dire.’ 


In the Mediterranean the Fleet Air Arm attacked convoy off 
the Italian coast and sank a large Italian merchant ship and 
damaged three others. : 


The United States destroyer ‘Greer’ attacked by a U-boat 
about 200 miles south-west of Iceland. 


5th SEPTEMBER. 


In the Mediterranean a 23,000-ton Italian liner, probably 
carrying Italian troops, torpedoed by one of our submarines and 
almost certainly sunk. At the same time an 8,000-ton supply ship 
and a tanker were destroyed, and a 10,000-ton cruiser with 8-in. 
euns seriously damaged. Meantime the R.A.F., Middle East, 
carried on the good work of the Fleet Air Arm by bombing the 
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ships which had taken refuge in Cotrone in southern Italy after 
the attack by the Fleet Air Arm on the 4th. 


On the eastern front Russian counter attacks continue in the 
central and Ukranian sectors. No further advance on Leningrad 
yet reported. 


President Roosevelt told the press at an interview that the 
U-boat which attacked the ‘Greer’ ‘will be eliminated.’ 


6th SEPTEMBER. 


Still another blow at the Italian convoys carrying troops 
and munitions to Libya. The 11,000-ton liner ‘Esperia’ sunk by a 
submarine off Tripoli while sailing in a strongly protected convoy. 
Also a ship of 4,000 tons sunk in a south-bound convoy between 
Taranto and Benghazi. Thus the Italian efforts to build up a 
large force in Libya for a winter offensive are giving our submarines, 
Fleet Air Arm and R.A.F. bombers a good * bag’ almost daily. 


Berlin admitted that a U-boat attacked the ‘Greer,’ but 
stated that the destroyer attacked first, and that the U-boat only 
fired in self defence. German official statement asserted that Mr. 
Roosevelt was ‘ trying to provoke incidents in order to incite the 
American people into war against Germany.’ 


The output of tanks in Great Britain doubled since March, 
1941. | 


7th SEPTEMBER. | 


The first Sunday of the third year of war, by Royal 
command a day of prayer. The 11th week of fighting on the 
eastern front. Germans claim no further advance. 


R.A.F. attack on Huls synthetic rubber factory and by Coastal 
Command aircraft on Norwegian targets. In the Middle East 
heavy bombers attacked Tripoli, Cyrenaica, Derna and Bardia. 


8th SEPTEMBER. 


Very heavy raid on Berlin and raids on Kiel and othe: 
targets. 


A Hudson aircraft forced a U-boat to surrender and to 
await arrival of naval vessels, which towed it into port. 


Britain’s stocks of food better than a year ago said Lord 
Woolton. 


9th SEPTEMBER. | 
Landing in Spitzbergen by Canadian, British and Norwegian 
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force under Canadian command announced. This carried out to 
prevent Germany from exploiting the coal mines there, which 
produce about three quarters of a million tons of high gradé steam 
coal a year. Seven hundred Norwegian miners and others removed 
to Britain. 


Prime Minister surveys the war. Nazi losses in Russia more 
in three months than in a single year of the last war (i.e. over one 
and a half millions). Combined sinkings of British and Allied ships 
in July and August not much more than one third of the German 
and Italian tonnage sunk in that period. Our Armies in the Middle 
East nearly three quarters of a million and our Air Force there 
almost as big as we had in Great Britain when the war began. The 
occupation of fran enabled us to'connect with the southern flank of 
the Russian Armies, thus making a great crescent of Allied forces 
from Murmansk to Tobruk. By the occupation of Syria the safety 
of Cyprus secured and our control of Eastern Mediterranean made 
more effective. 


10th SEPTEMBER. 


Some details of Anglo-Soviet terms to Iran made public. 
Include the closing of the German, Italian, Hungarian and Rumanian 
Legations and the soe end over to the British and Russians of 
_ German subjects. . 


United States ship ‘ Steel Seafarer ’ reported sunk - be dive- 
bombing attack.in. Gulf of Suez. Also reported that American 
owned cargo ship ‘Sessa’ sunk by submarine on way from 
Reykjavik to New York. 


ilth SEPTEMBER. 


Russian warning to Bulgaria stated that enemy Divisions are 
being concentrated in Bulgaria as preparation for landing operations 
in Crimea. German Air Force Units on Bulgarian aerodromes. 
Bulgarian ports of Varna and Burgas adapted as bases for enemy 
submarines and warships which are being concentrated there. 


12th SEPTEMBER. 
President Roosevelt’s broadcast to the world : 


‘ From now on, if German or Italian vessels of war enter waters 
the protection of which is necessary for American defence, they do 
so at their own peril.’ 


‘Orders which I have given as Commander-in-Chief of the United 
States Navy and Army are to carry out that policy—at once.’ 


' Our patrolling vessels and planes will protect all merchant ships 
of any flag engaged in commerce in our defensive waters.’ 


lil 


Wireless Tatks on the U.S.A. 


On Tuesday, September 30th, at 4 p.m., there will be a special 
talk (Forces wavelength), on ‘America’s Part in the War’. 


Every Thursday, beginning October 2nd, there will be talks 
im the © Radio Reconnaissance’ programme (Forces wavelength) 
on ‘ America and Ourselves’. Time: 4-4.30 p.m. 


These talks will describe the American way of life, the American 
attitude to foreign affairs, the American fighting forces, etc. 


Some Useful Books and Pamphiets 
on the U. S.A. 


J. ‘ British Surveys.’ 
Vol. I, No. 3. The U.S.A.: The Americans Themselves. 


Vol. II, No. 14. The American President. 


(Single copies, 33d. post free, from ‘ British Surveys, 15 
Buckingham Street, London, W.C.2.) 


II. ‘ America Faces the War Series.’ 
Mr. Roosevelt Speaks. 
The Faith of an American, by Walter Mills. 


An American Looks at the British Empire, by James 
Truslow Adams. 


(Single copies, 74d. post free, from the Oxford University 
Press, Oxford, or 6d. through a bookseller.) 


III. ‘The World To-day ’ Series. 
America’s Economic Strength, by C. T. Hitch. 


U.S.A.: Its People and Institutions, by D. W. Brogan. 
(Oxford University Press, 2s. 6d. each.) 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS IN THE 
ARMY 


THE OUTLINE OF A NEW PLAN 


ARMY BUREAU OF CURRENT AFFAIRS 


FOREWORD BY THE CHIEF OF THE IMPERIAL 
GENERAL STAFF 


In this pamphlet are explained the reasons which prompted the Army 
Council to set up a new branch called the Army Bureau of Current 
Affairs (ABCA) and the lines of policy which ABCA will follow. 


I commend this important subject to the attention of all Commanders. 


Interest in Current Affairs, including the events of the war, induces 
confidence ; confidence is one of the ingredients of unshakeable morale. 


The success of this project depends upon the ability and enthusiasm 
of Commanders of every rank; I wish them to do their utmost to ensure 


that success. 


Mee ees 
er 


August, 1941. 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS AND THE SOLDIER 


1. MORALE DEPENDS ON KNOWLEDGE 


Many regimental officers have noted among their men a widespread ignorance 
about Current Affairs. It is not the Army’s fault, for this lack of knowledge about 
national and international issues is a chronic condition among the citizens of this 
country, and it does not disappear because a man changes his dungarees or his 
pin-stripe trousers for a khaki battledress. But if an ill-informed or indifferent 
citizen is a menace to our national safety, so, too, is a soldier who neither knows 
nor cares why he is in arms. Every experienced officer recognizes that morale 
involves very real and very complicated problems. He also knows that morale is 
fundamentally a matter of discipline, and that true discipline is a matter of under- 


standing. He seeks, therefore, to cultivate discipline by explaining wherever possible 
the purpose of an order. | 


2. WHAT’S IT ALL For? 


‘ The Purpose Behind It ’”’: that is what an efficient and intelligent officer tries 
to reveal and emphasize to his men in getting them into shape and keeping them in 
fighting-trim. But it is not enough to apply that principle only to drill and weapon- 
training and barrack routine and field exercises. It must be applied also and above 
all to the one salient fact in the soldier’s life—the fact that he is in the Army. The 
purpose behind that fact must be clear in his mind if he is to be a zealous and deter- 
mined fighting-man. ideally he should match up to Cromwell’s famous definition 
of the citizen-soldier as one who ‘‘ must know what he fights for, and love what he 
knows.” It is the Army’s business, then, to see that the soldier is kept abreast of 
Current Affairs so that he shall know the purpose behind his duty. 


3. IGNORANCE ABOUT CURRENT AFFAIRS 


Many soldiers—like many civilians—have an abysmal ignorance of national and 
international affairs, and for them even the most elementary knowledge may be a 
brand-new revelation. Many other soldiers, however, come into the Army not only 
with’ knowledge of these things, but with a zeal for them. Such men often find that 
life in the Army tends to diminish their chances of keeping up this interest. lhey 
get fewer opportunities to read or to hear wireless talks ; they are cut off from their 
membership of those many admirable bodies which, in civil life, work to promote 
an interest in citizenship. The soldier-who-used-to-be-well-informed is as big a 
problem as the soldier-who-never-gave-a-damn. The first needs a chance to keep 
up his interest in Current Affairs, the second needs a chance to develop such an interest. 

Possibly there is a third type of soldier : the man who used to bother a bit about 
the world’s affairs, but who now feels that, as a soldier, he need have no more re- 
sponsibility for the way things arerun. He tends to act as though he could contract- 
out of his democratic responsibilities, and there is evidently much in Army life 
which unconsciously encourages that attitude. It is a dangerous attitude, liable 
in times of pressure to transform a retreat into a rout or a setback into a disaster. 


4. THE ARGUMENT IN A NUTSHELL 


The argument so far, then, armounts to this :-— 


(a) The soldier who understands the cause for which he fights is likely to be a more 


reliable soldier than the one who doesn’t. 
(6) Many soldiers have no such understanding, and many others are losing 
| touch with the sources of knowledge and information they used to possess. 
(c) It is the business of the Army to make good this deficiency of knowledge, 


and therefore to devise what means are possible to keep the men abreast 
of Current Affairs. 


5. THE ARMY CUUNCIL'S DECISION 


These are the factors whicn have led the Army Council to the decision that steps 
must be taken to develop within the Army systematic methods of informing all 
ranks about the events, the policies and the personalities of a world at war. What 
is discussed and projected in later pages of this prospectus is not, then, a sales-talk 
on a proposal which officers are free to accept or reject. It is an attempt to show 
how this decision of the Army Council can be most expeditiously and usefully applied. 


II 


CURRENT AFFAIRS IN TRAINING TIME 


6. WHAT IS BEING DONE ALREADY 


It would be untrue aiid unjust to suggest that the Army has so far done nothing 
to keep the men in touch with Current Affairs. Many Commanding Officers 
have spontaneously organized weekly talks to their Unit, given sometimes by 
suitable speakers within the Unit and sometimes by imported experts. Moreover, 
a considerable programme of such talks and discussions, usually after training-hours, 
has been built up in many Units under the direction of the Directorate of Army 
Education and the Army Educational Corps, a small body of specialists which, 
however, has to provide many other varieties of educational work as well. All 
existing efforts of this kind will in no sense be diminished or abandoned in the new 


plan ; on the other hand, they will be sustained and amplified by many new forms 
of assistance and provision. 


7. THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE REGIMENTAL OFFICER 


One method of promoting an interest in Current Affairs throughout the Army 
might be to raise a full-time and full-size corps of special lecturers. Even if problems 
of man-power and finance permitted such an ambitious project, it would be challenge- 
able on other grounds; on the strong ground, for instance, that it would turn the 
whole thing into an elaborate routine of lecture-rooms and platform-pronouncements. 
If men are to be encouraged to concern themselves with Current Affairs they will 
respond more readily if they can be made\to regard such a concern as part of their 
military duties and obligations. The only way to ensure the right values and the 
right response for the business, therefore, is to make it a part of training. If Current 


Affairs is to be a part of training, it follows that the training must be given by the 
Regimental Officer. 


§. How THE OFFICER WILL Do IT 


In fulfilling this new and important duty the officer will be well supplied with 
the tools for the job, but the job itself is in his hands. His method of handling it, 
as well as his choice of time and place for handling it, will be for him to decide, in 


consultation with his C.O., but his invariable purpose will be to put before his men, 
at least once a week, a topical i issue of real magnitude. During some half hour of 
the day he will gather his section or platoon round him and put to them some such 
problem as this :—‘‘ When Mr. Churchill announced on the wireless that the British 
Government had pledged its aid to Russia he added that he HOPED the Dominions 
would do the same. Now, why couldn’t he speak for them as well? ’”’ And on that 
text the officer might proceed to a simple exposition of the Commonwealth and its 
relationships—a task in which he will be well fortified by directives, information, 
maps, etc., supplied by the War Office. Themes of similar significance would be— 
again merely by way of example—‘‘ Has America made up her mind? and what 
have the stages in that process been ? ”’ or “ What is the present set-up in the Pacific ?”’ 
These fortnightly topics will include Home Affairs as well. Thus talks on Problems of 
War Time Production might be pegged on to such popular grouses as the shortage 
of cigarettes in the canteen. In the same category of Home Affairs there would be 
included regular information about industrial development and Civil Defence. 


g. CAN THE REGIMENTAL OFFICER Do IT? 


It may be objected that the average officer lacks the knowledge and the expository 
experience to tackle this fresh function of leadership and training. It is true that, 
as a rule, he would be flummoxed unless he were provided with a well-annotated 
briefi—and very often he will be flummoxed even then, unless he has the good sense 
to warn his men that he is neither a professor nor a soothsayer but merely the leader 
of an inquiry and a discussion. With the backing he is to get from the War Office 
the average officer is likely to make a tolerable job of his exposition of Current 
Affairs, and in this novel duty, as in so many others in his daily life, he will also 
learn from the vicissitudes of experience. 


10. [THE METHOD SUMMARIZED 


On the general method of training the men in Current Affairs the directions of 
the Army Council, then, are these :— 


(a) It shall be done in training-time. 

(6) It shall be conducted by Regimental Officers. 

(c) A new Branch shall be set up at the War Office to organize and direct the 
plan and to afford to all officers the fullest possible aid, advice and 
equipment. 

(d) This new Branch shall be under the general direction of the Director-General 
of Army Welfare and Education. 


- The next section of this outline will set forth the ways and means by which 
this Policy will be implemented. 
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THE ARMY BUREAU OF CURRENT AFFAIRS 


1r. ABCA For SHORT 


The new Branch charged with devising and administering this scheme will be 
called the Army Bureau of Current Affairs. It is a name which can be conveniently 
telescoped into ABCA, by which distinctive label it may hope to become readily 
recegnized. 


12. ABCA’s First OBJECTIVE 


ABCA will have a dual policy. It will begin at once to operate a minimum 
policy, but at the same time will be planning and testing a more comprehensive 
plan of action. It will, in fact, follow the principle of those manufacturers of popular 
bookcases whose aim is to provide, on a composite basis, a piece of furniture which 
is always complete but never finished. 


13. WEEKLY BULLETINS 


ABCA’s first and immediate job will be to supply every officer with weekly 
bulletins on the basis of which he can inform and instruct his men about current 
affairs and the progress of the war. There will be two such bulletins, one called 
“WAR,” the other called ““CURRENT AFFAIRS”. They will be published 
alternately, week by week, so that each will appear at fortnightly intervals. “WAR” 
will appear one week, “CURRENT AFFAIRS” the next, and so on throughout 
the year. The reason for producing two such publications will be made plain by 
the following considerations :— 


“WAR” will provide MILITARY INTELLIGENCE in the widest sense. It 
will print vivid narratives of what is happening in the various theatres of war, 
and it will illustrate these records with accounts of outstanding achievements by 
the Army, Navy and R.A.F. “ WAR” will be a bulletin of first-hand authentic 
information ; indeed, within the limitations of security, it will set forth inside 
information about the march of events. 

“ CURRENT AFFAIRS ”, on the other hand, will aim to provide a background 
of knowledge against which events can be assessed and understood. It will seek to 
interpret and annotate some important turn of events which has occurred already 
or which seems imminent. In each issue it will concentrate on one main topic, 
e.g., the Far Eastern tangle, the Attitude of America, the Food Situation. 

With these two bulletins coming to him—‘ WAR ”’ one week and “ CURRENT 
AFFAIRS ” the next—an officer will have two kinds of raw material from which 
he can prepare his talks to the men. In “ CURRENT AFFAIRS ” he will have an 
analysis of some broad topical theme; in “ WAR” he will have a miscellany of 
military information which he will transmit, with due discretion, to his men. 

These two bulletins, specializing in separate methods and material, should between 
them provide the officer with the guidance and information he needs to prepare 
talks suitable to the mental ability and receptivity of his men. 

“WAR” and “CURRENT AFFAIRS” are not intended as ready-made 
homilies to be uniformly recited to his men by the Regimental Officer. They are 
designed to serve as a bulletin which he will consider and digest BEFORE he talks 
to his men. When maps are appropriate to the topic these ABCA directives will 
contain a supplement of specimen maps, drawn on simple principles, which the 
officer can have re-drawn on a blackboard by some neat-fisted handyman in his unit, 
or adapted for use in an epidiascope. “CURRENT AFFAIRS” will also supply 
references for further reading upon its fortnight’s topic: e.g., pamphlets, magazine 
articles, etc. 


14. ABCA’s OTHER METHODS 


ABCA will endeavour, as time and opportunity permit, to provide certain 
auxiliary methods of reinforcing a knowledge of Current Affairs. These will 
include the provision of information-films, a circulating-service of interesting photo- 
graphs, a Radio Digest (for troops abroad), travelling-exhibitions, etc. Com- 
manding Officers who “desire to make use of these auxiliary services will be invited 
to discuss their requirements with ABCA’s travelling staff or with Command 
Education Officers. 
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15. THE DrrREcToR oF ABCA 


ABCA is a new Branch of the Department of Army Welfare and Education. 
The Director of ABCA is Mr. W. E. Williams, who will retain civilian status. 
Mr. Williams is one of the leading younger men in the field of popular education, 
and has many pioneering successes to his credit in that field. Among these are “ Art 
for the People ’’, a system of touring exhibitions to the smaller towns of Britain 
and the Hospital Education Service, which organizes talks and discussion groups 
in sanatoria and long-term hospitals. The British Institute of Adult Education, 
which he has directed for the past six years, is the body which took the lead in this 
country in developing the educational uses of broadcasting and the cinema. Other 
activities which indicate the special experience Mr. Williams has had in popularizing 
knowledge include his service as one of the editorial triumvirate of Penguin Books, 
his considerable work as a broadcaster on “serious” themes, his editorship 
of two popular educational journals, and his work as writer and critic in many books 
and periodicals. For the last few months, in the capacity of Civilian Liaison Officer 
in four of the Heme Commands, he has. been assisting the development of/the Army 


Education Scheme, a capacity in which he has become known to many Commanding 
Officers. | 


16. ABCA’s LocaL AGENTS 


ABCA’s local agents and collaborators will be the Army Educational Corps, many 
of whom have for some time been stimulating and organizing activities of the kind 
which ABCA will now seek to develop on a new basis and on a more extensive 
scale. The A.E.C. will provide liaison between ABCA and Units, and will give all 
the aid in their power to Regimental Officers who are engaged in giving weekly 
talks on Current Affairs. 


17. METHOD oF IssuING ABCA’s DIRECTIVES 


The first duty which ABCA will undertake, as set out in paragraph 13, will be 
the issue to ALL Regimental Officers of the bulletins “ CORRENT AFFAIRS ” 
and ““ WAR”. A package containing the necessary number of copies of this directive 


will be despatched to every Unit where copies will be distributed to all Regimental 
Officers. 


18. MAKESHIFT OR MODEL? 


This plan for providing soldiers with knowledge about Current Affairs is an 
experiment. It has some potential weaknesses, and like all improvisations it is not 
the ideal way of doing the job. But of two things every officer can be certain; - 
first, that the job itself is of vital urgency ; second that good-will and good humour 
can often turn a makeshift into a sound working model. The activity which ABCA 
is trying to promote depends primarily on the example and encouragement which 
Commanding Officers give to their Company Commanders and Platoon Commanders 
in this new and responsible task. The rest depends on the Regimental Officer, who, 
in tackling this job can be sure of three things. The first is that his men assuredly 
need such information, the second is that they will relish it, and the third is that 
he may well discover in teaching others the growth in himself of a keener concern 
about Current Affairs than he ever had before. If that happens to him he will be 
a more confident and capable leader in an army which fights for democracy. 


Correspondence and inquiries concerning this Service should be 
addressed to :— 


Army Bureau of Current Affairs (ABCA), 
Department of Director-General of Welfare and Education, 
War Office, 
London, S.W.1. 
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ioosevelt's influence to stop "terraristic mass picketing"), and 
srescntly arrived at a promising basis for agreement. ae most dis- 
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closed again : syne request of ‘/isconsine's Governor "to vrevent 
‘a ’ ' - : 


: S - 
- “7 im . : : os Mas 2 | / 3 ve (4 . = * 
further destruction and gave lives” (itiarl Godwin, 2nd April). On 
a é | [12,1 P i O 
n 


: LY LP on ; ‘a pes el sa cla | 
Sra aril, acretory of Lavour Perkins orfered to vlace the resources 
- +he Tabour Devartment at the Mediation Boa i's dispose a1 ot imson 
QO 1 Lis wsca Fa MAS AL Us! ii & u ly 3 mMeoBQ Lavi O HDOaLia §$ Gi = 3 ae he & Bil 
4.9 ‘ ca a 7h, wae PS. ee i A a “ whe: ee oe een . 29 png te ain tag ‘ 
was then sa,ing that the Army had lost patience With defence stoppage, 
ies cae a : a ae % : ae as - eee, See sisieain tata Ry, Oe A TY on © . ~ 
and threatened that troonvs might run the Allis-Chalmers Plan t ii an 


: eee : e % o , seer * Ne = SP ag py, ee < 
eariv settlement was not reached. slate on Sunday night, it was re- 

_ ~ : t Fi ee i Bi , % . i ia i atta 3 i — a . 
Nox ; it aetalils tue plant would reopen on Tuesdays; this 
; ae. a a ai a ee 2 4 3 1% oO ic + +} : 
satisiractory news was at once offset by threat of a ClO sgri e HL (1c 


“ 7 2 : ; . fi - os ~ a ni ne. Be - " e . 2 J | 
noosevelt i0 told his Press Conference that he suUsSdDeCvLea COMMe- 
° » .- _ = & ¥ : is 8 - teen en ee | an ~~ hn “A f° ‘> _ ’ 
in influence at Allis-Chalmers) expressed himself against anti- 


e ; the new ltediation Board must be given 

a age Ge A Public opinion, however, is favourihg 

legislation more and more, and Congress is highiy displeased with 
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Shins and tne Blockade 
(1) S@izure of the Axis Ships is epproved in all quarters, even 
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wrench into the Axis machinery". it 18 expected 


a 2 


by strong isolationists. The British, said Murrow, are "delighted" 
(Ist April). More seizures are expected; Linton Wells spoke of 
139 vessels in U.S. waters "which could be wut to good use in 
democracy's battl 

2) The Battle of Matapan was a sensation. Fielding 4s1iot 
called it a "new Trafalgar." 

(3) The_ Anglo-lireneh Naval Skirmish was taken as a sign that 
Britain was 


tired of apneasing Vichy. Behind the French policy was 
detected the direction of Hitler, who would like France in the war 
29 that he might make use of tne French Navy. "Hitler is trying to 
become a naval power by apvropvriation" (Volney urd, 2nd April). 
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(4) The Battle of the Atlantic. Opnosition t rhgrilsndeaai 
American goods is growing, and had the best of the radio debates ie 
the week. Senator Wheeler and other leaders all take the same line - 
that the Lend-Lease Bill was a peace measure, and that convoying ti 
impossible because it would mean war. Anyway, the British Navy 


is quite capable of doing the job. 
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The German att2ck on Yugoslavia and ureece had been Toressen. 
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The Russian/Wugoslav Pact greatly impressed observers; Sumner ‘elle: 
himself onserved that "it might be a littl an a treaty oi 
friendsniyv and nonaggeression" (Albert Warn it rid ). Ehmer Vavis 
believed tnas Pact was snecially Significant be 3@ “the only 
offence of the Yugoslav Government had been refusal to join the Axis" 
(6th April), and was not alone in speculating upon an 1 
of Mussian policy. Linton Wells svoke of Russia "toss 
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leraodle. 
This optimism was in spite or reports oe Asronsky (N.B.C) 
from Ankara telling Americans that few Turks oelieve jussia will really 
progress from words to deeds. 
No gravity was attached to the loss of Benghazi. ritain 
is bringing large forces to the Hatcans, Raymond Gram Swing related 
this fact to the North African loss. 
"The British had to choose which front was more 
important = Trivoli or the Balkan: and they chose the 
Balkans." (5thAvr; il). 
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That Germany should move at all in the Balkans was accepted i 
as an indication that the battle of Britain was not eo ing as well as 
they had hoped. 

"That extra time which Britain will gain may make 2 “reat 
deal of difference in Hitler's plans" , (IBC, 6th April). : 
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Slavia ana ureece and of the Order of the Day to the Army, Woich, 
thougn shorter tn re other pronouncements, was still about four 
times as long as the Order of the Vay issued when the invasion of 
Holi i and Belgium was launched. The anxiety benind bide exfort 
to batter dom: the conscience and fears of the German people is 
ObV1iOUS. t was to the Germany people that the most wilaly exagsge 
statements were made n" innumerable men and women peaten and murdere 
Hitler stresses again and again his efforts to keep tne peace and 
closes significantly: 


Germa nat Lon, 10 ‘CVE? 


be aploryo [@ the + its. Lleade 
Srte-roreTTrt. 


KK 


AS 06 points 
~ 2 rs Pe ie eel he , re 
coulu Germany have 

a Sil - ~ 

nor political 
a ot,“ 
in ceres ° 


47 


what other aims 
un Mi oe tas alee 
claims put in which 
If Germans, who have 


Out, 


AS ou 


" aD 


Ch 
orl 

7 ‘a 

i1ic2, 


~~" 
‘i 
a" 
' 


nich 


can enter 
rsil 0 has 


LidLS 
GUOTIS 


Stru 
its 


uggle with 
pest to avoid 


+: toast OL . £ 


eT % 
id 


TuLitiul collaboration 
emeadae neither territorial 


had such great economic 
so much and so recently ot 


ae. 
w 


Td. 


P1Gsea" 


Hitler s tailure . 
: Hitler's vroclamation to the German people, announcing that 
fey ore at war with two more supvosedly friendly nations sg a docu- 
ment of considerable provaganda interest. 42 va each fresh aggression 
Hitler's vrnovncements on guilt for the entire war approach more and 
more wiemxr closely to that ideal of black versus white which he 
believes to be the most effective for tne broad i oe unable to 
aporeciate fine shades of right and wrong. “s the memories oir the 
events vreceding September,1939, become dimmer ie thé German mind, 
xlways subjected to a battering of propaganda, Hitler becomes bolder 
in ignoring all the factors, such as Yanzig and the Corridor, which 
at one time he was obliged to mention. Now the subject of war 2uilt 
is whorm of ali such extraneous details. ihe contributory guilt 
of France is dropped and Britain is presented as tue solo villain 
sharing the limelight with nonne (excent on occasion Jewish America). 
Hitler's wareguilt lie has now become so colossal that its very 
immensity defies counter-argumsnts. 4 few vhrases from his proclan- 
ation aken consecutively, illustrate this statements: 
"Since British imperalism set out to conquer the world....' 
"Countries in the service of this British world domination..." 
"Vor centuries the greatest bensficiary of these wars of 
conauest launched by tngland was Jewish nigh finance..." 
"“TIndevendent Vermany in the course of reconstruction must be 
destrovedeses” 
"Poland was chosen to start tne fight with Germany without 
atiy Mm tive eeee " 
"This time #ronce was chosen to bear the brunt of the strug 
Hitler's anology to his people for plunging into an extended 
war against formerly friendly nations was ut across With no errfort 
ared Verman listeners were subjected to a. arrage in tne form of 
socated brosdcasts OL the vroclamation, oz the le sng tay "Notes" 
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How great the failure must appear to the German public can only be 


realised when the ecstatic broadcasts are recalled, woich announced 
the adherence of Uygoslavia to the Ihree-Power Pact, and final peace 
in the Balkans. The invasion has completed the provaganda debacle 
begun with Uygoslav coun d'etat. 
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front deliberately set out to damp dow exaggerated hove T 
difficulty of the mountain terrain is Fiven as the reason for 
aividuaixsitem evitable slow progress. Victory is ass is 
are reminded, 2s German sis ae have shown their invincibility 
enough, bout there are warnings against under-estimating the Br 
With whome the Wehrmacht is nde once more face-to-face. There 
never been any attempt to run dwwn the British soldier to the 
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"Vi-ein Kampf", that ridiculte of the 1 ish one of 3 
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The "Mosaic State" of Yugoslavia 

Yugoslavia is Czechoslo ovaki a over again, according to tne 
discovery made by German propaganda, it is a conglomeration of 
different nationalities, an artificial product of Versailles a 
ruled by the Serbs, a race which have shown themselves too immai 
Suntity' thats + redominance. True, the uehrer had peer Willing 


overlook this Sas the ThreeePower Pact Wan signed by r the former 
Yugoslav Ministers. <Incidenitally, a se 
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inthe agreement at Vienna was revealed in the Ribbentrop ‘ote on 
Anoril Sth Germany c wp seq at Yugoslavia should be given 
sovereignt: V over the city .and harbour of Salonika. this was shown 
to be comty slete acquisiti ion, not merely free port rights. In fact 
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wuIrivealled by tnat or any other country in Hurope, in addition to 

2 guarantee oi her territorial inbeaed ty, The talk of "territorial 
intecritv" is somewhat offset by Deutschlandsender's Political 
Review (Avril 6th) which stated that "“he Government of Uygoslavia 
solemnly pledged its Anschluss to Germany and Italy." 
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abandoned after a period in which hopes appeared to have been 
olaced upon hims a Croat uisling is now functioning in the snape 
of Dr. Ante Pavelitch. This individual has been for some ¢ Gab in 
Germany, being groomed for his role. Some days before the invasion 
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[ [erbs have bound you With chain 

of slavery. there is no longer a Yugoslavia. There cama ik 

only Serbia who acts as leader against those who wish to 

free the Croats...Long live the great indevenc ‘ent State of 
Croatia." (Avril 6th). 
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No Czech bul -letins are available to indicate the reaction in 
that country. But Bratislava (“vril 6th) refers indirectly to Pan- 


Jlav agitation in Slovakia, Which apparently led to unrest of some 
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Lhe recanture of Benghazi was celebrated, not so much as 
sreat..imvort pers but as a catastrovine for British 
sh had compared Wavell favourably with Napoleon 


mil:.tary 
2 vy On = 1) 4 da, 


ands 


eo 
;- 
°) 
ct 
ue fs 
by 


tt eel 


OO 
LJ 


ands 


"When the English entered Benghazi on February 7th Churchill 
rushed into the Commons like a madman and proclaimed: ‘I have 
good news for you todays “He a4 Churchill been wise he would 
have let the news sink in by itself, Sut the nglish opened 
their travs as wide as vossiblie, as if the wnole war had beer 
decided by General vavell. it was trumpeted to the world tnat 
Benghazi was nothing less ’ i 
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produce a soldierly s tatement but had issued & communisus apparently 
concocted by smart lawyers, Waoich babbled about the unimvortance oi 
Benghazi and the tactical necessity of choosing a bdatilLeground for 

one self. The Germans on the other "regard their victory as 

important but not as the central vroblem in their strategy for tne 
wuiniiacion of Bbitain", 

Where was the Britisn Navy, the ruler of the seas? this is 

ne question wnhicn, according to Germany, is being asked in America and 
ing land. While Srital n can find no answer, Germany is able to describe 
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Schirach has visited them the Czech spas where they are noused 
in hotels and rest homes, and has broadcast (Deutschlandsender, 
April 5th) a glowing descri otion of the work done by the “entire 
Party machinery" to ensure the children's weifare. The scheme of 
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evacuation was ordered by the Suehrer last autumn, he revealed. 
It was for children living in danger areas with fathers at the front, 
and mothers yverhaps wire in arms factories. They were even 
xposed to danger themselves “owing to lack of suitable shelters’. 
The Huehrer was al xious "to relieve the fighting soldier from this 
worry about his children and to free the mothers from difficulties”. 
At the back of this scheme Hitler's guiding determination can again 
be seen - never again We 9 
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raids might in this war play the disintegrating role among German 
soldiérs that fear of starvation for their families vlaved in the 
last War. 

Schirach assured v2rents that the children's health was 
excellent: they were given 20 ver cent more rood than they woul 
normally receive at home and have iwks put on between five and 17 lbs 
in weight. Apvles and oranges were mentioned and "meat is olentiful". 
He appealed to the wealthier mothers not to visit their chilaren and 
go cause sadness and bitterness among the poorer ones. Class 
distinctions have been sunk in the scheme, in contrast to Britain 
where the children of the lords are sent off to Canada accompanied 
by their nannies while the workers’ children are left behind. sch- 
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+ desing the interim pasion after WE Bae ous GEEEAeeee 
of the Army ¢ rs perio ay was nece 
revisional grind and brushing-up for utilitarian purposes, but here 
and there it was possible to go a little farther and begin mental 
reconstruction on other levels. 


My own experience was with the tea of English to 
a small group of five men and three women whose fortnight's 
programme stipulated five periods of an hours duration to be 
devoted to *Poetry’. , 


I approached the subject with some diffidence. The 

small mixed class of eight st ts, though most suitable 

for experiment, varied tremendously in experience and 

educational background and there was the disturbing suggestion 
that ‘poetry’ might unanimously be regarded as “bunkum". | 
Indeed, 1 came to the subject even ty with the latter 
assumption in mind and set myself one object only — to send 

them away convimeed - or re-—convinced ~— that poetry was : 
sonething worth while, whatever their attitude at that 

moment. 


We began, very tentatively, with a general discussion 
of the distinguishing characteristics of poetry and despite 
& somewhat laboured start made encouraging progress. by dint 
of prodding, fragments of elocutionary virtuousity (4%) and 
much banter and back-chat the class made a detailed survey 
of the fundamentals of poetry. When it is considered that 
only one student to having ‘bothered’ with poetry since 
discontinuing formal eaucation and ali seven others professed 
dislike of it as a result of memories of ‘poetry’ in sehool, 
it was gratifying to find them coliectively st aware of 
the elements of metre, rhythm, rhymes, assonance, “patterned 
language", “poetic licence", the emotional effect of poetry, 
word—beauty and its aliiance with prose. No attempt was 
made to concoct or elucidate a ‘theory’ of poetry, in fact 
everything was done to keep the-subject on a lower level - 
than it truly deserves, with suggestions that a good deal 
of the writing of poetry was the result, not so much of 
flashing inspiration as of hard work and that words and 
sense were often fortuitous consequences of the formal | 
deuands of rhyme and metre and that the average poet had 
to do a fair amount of jobbing and botching with his material. 
On the whole even MreGreeninug Lambourne might well have been 
pleased with the results of the first hour's work. 


ihe next problem was to find some material for 
enjoyment and criticism. ihe only printed collection supplied 


was "Lhe Goldentreasurg of songe: Modern soems" whieh, though oe 


S24 


: did not seem to meet the the requirements of this group. 
£0 Tank to some scraps of war poetry collected 
for another pur pene and we used these. 


There was nothing "inspirational" in the method of 
presentation. The selected extracte were individ sceribbled 
down from dictation, read by myseif, yg si Fagg a 

to 


few mim tes » then read again, without — 
“expressive » by two or even three naubeee ot class. 

we began with Ethel Mannin's "Song of the bomber", 
(Adelphi. Febe4i) which is simple and direct but afforded 
opportunities for the illustration of a tight formal pattern 
with its own particular tricks and the demonstration of the 
possibilities of varying emotional background by altering 
Lod or tempo of the patterme In much the same way 

ers's “Zo Albert" (Life and letters of i 
J Fady » 1940 showed how a sim ballad-style verse co 
ain considerable power of expression as well as, often, 

a good “swing”. 

Next came PeDuce's “If Death Shall Strike", (Poetry 
Review, Mare~Apr.,i940), expressing in rather more sophisticated 
style reflections which must have assailed any sensible person 
at some time during the bombardment. fhe "sentimental" 
aspect of the verse was well tuken. Henry Glayton's "Air 
Raid", (Poetry Xeview, Mar.~Apr., i942), provided a useful 
picture of a common experience on similar iines, but the most 
successful of all was John payliss's ~ Missing", 
\ldfe and detters of today, Feb.i94z), ~ the realism of 
this splendid little cameo went deep y home and I heard the 
dines being quoted from mamexy next day» The figures of 


speech and the poetic sug.estiveness of the language were 
discussed in great det and provoked revealing reactions. 


fo wind up, in the last hour of ali the class 
were informed, without warning, that their turn had come 
and they were to ~~ their hands at writing a poen apiece. 
the subject was to be "2ne Sun", in order not to ask 
Goo | of them ten minutes were spent on ‘associations’, 
hate Fag meant that ali the things and ideus which could be 
connected with the sun were written edy—piggiedy 
on two blackboards as they were sugges ed by vidual 
students. To this extent the work produced was a common 
effort but a certain tendency to personal selection 
nevertheless prevailed. Such B aoet progress was made by 
the end of the period that time was $olbowine n for t 


completion of the exercises, of which the 
silent but not without ability 


are a sample. 

(GurS—-—s oldish, very 

to express himself in the ordinary traffic of instruction; 
adiffident and cert: ‘*pusty'. Hone the less the poegee 
idea pees out in his dast couplet but one e) 


(GnreO.: would have been put down at first sight as an inarticudate 


As you were rising in the cast 

i was = journey to the feast, 
Arriving at noon en it was hottest - 
There the people were gathered in the forest. 
The hours passed mid fun and jest 

And you were s in the west. 

i sat there in the evening breeze 

And watehed you retire beyond the trees, 
A ball of fire lowing with pride, 
Looking for a place to hide. 

Finally you disappeared; 

Then everything was grey and weird. 


type but showed the soundest human qualities. His reading of the 
Yorkshireman in “Desert Mighway" ‘stopped the show' at the end of 


Act .1.) 


Behold, above, the sun so bright, 
Reflecting down its ray of light; 
So warm and yet so high, 

set in God*s heavenly sky. 


Rising early in the east, 

Bright and strong till day hes ceased; 
Settiag later in the west, 

Growing cold, to sink and rest. 


Such a gift from heaven above, 
Shining through, my way to love, 
Powers of darkness cast aside: 

God's great gift, my faithful guide. 


(Pte W--—-; had no ciaims to culture and fewer to grammar, but 
with all its blemishes the construction of her poem shows a 
significant attempt to realise a form.) 


In the east it rises, sets in the west, 
The time to see it at its best 
is at mid-day. 


if mid-day is the hottest it gets, 
fhe coolest will be when it sets 
in the evening. 


fhe sun sets, orange, rosy red, - 
Slowly, its sinking, shyly it said 
Il am happ 


Now we notice its growing old, 

A touch of sadness though it still sets gold. 
this must be winter: how cool it seems 
Dying! — this is the end of my dreams. 


4 


(bdr.i-——g should never have attended this particular course 
as it was not intended for anyone of above matriculation 
standard. One expected something ‘better' in this case and 
there is a neatness in the verse which shows a development 
above the average of the group.) 


Q guardian of the heaven's gate 

fhe sky is your domain. 

From purple birth to blood-red fate 
You rise — to fali again. 


And when, at night, the mom I see 
fhrough scudding clouds on high, 

Your mirrored light shines there for ne 
Reborn ~ in another sky. 


The results of this triai remind usg 1 believe, of 

the following lessons which are too often forgotten. 

ie That the most *un-educatied of our feliows are 
capable of producing flashes of ,oetry and that this poetry 
is always hidden somewhere in their consciousness awaiting 
the right stimulus. 

ge hat the firmest path to restoring or awakening 
belief in ability to understand poetry iies in the 
encouragement derived by trying one’s own hand at it. 

Se That we have not always been successful in 
our schools in making the right approach to ap reciation 
and that we should never forget tne necessity of bringing 
on the Voackward’ in this respect with as much care as 
is taken to improve arithmetic and speliing, 
4. That no material is too ‘lowbrow’ or 
equmon to help us to this end anu that the dogzgerel of 
AeP Herbert may be as useful in the ‘teaching’ of poetry 
as “Lhe Hound of Heaven". 


Above ali it behoves to remember that the minds of men 
and women who have spent ali or part of the iast six 
years in the forces have received intelisctual stinulanis 
which would have passed them by in peace—time and that 
the interests so awakened ought not to be aliowea to 
fade and atrophy for lack of interest in anyone who 

may have occasion to teach them henceforth. 


Appendix of Additional Foems. 


in summer once I chanced to walk 
Among the hilis and dales, 
Phere 1 saw the shadows stalk 
ihe sun in southern Wales. 


i know it came up from the east, 
A flambng ball of gold: 

No-one secmed to care — at leasi, 
Until thsy feit the cold! 


it was this feeiing of the cold 
Which made we realise 

The sun is noble and so bolé, 
wooks down so friendly, wise. 


Cin.C-——. Very inarticulate - and often foiled by reliance on 
the dictionary. : 


O sun, up in the sky so bright 

Giving forth your heavenly tight, 
Whiist we travel round your girth 
Graviteu on this spinning carth. 


You who know no com_vtetse rest 

And wiii aiways sink in tae west, 
but to rise next aay in the east - 
+hat is when i like you least. 


but without your golden rays 
There'd be darkness aii my days; 
Your heat is everything we needa 
fo develope human seed. 


i haiblyou, my sun, 

#rom which this universe began. 

You are so different from your child, the moon, 
out still it is to us anotner joyous bom. 


it is you that give us the seasons 
though you know not lor what reasons. 
You ulso wake tae Liowers grow 

Anc warm the winds that oft do blow. 


ph Gastem? 
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Summary of Obinion of Aisteners in the Force 


"ACKACK, ‘BEER-BEER" 


has. ‘In Merch, 126 Forces Correspondents reported on the programno 
"AG mack, Beer=Beer"™ 05 reports come from Correspondents in Anti-Aircraft 
batte eries, Be.lloon Be \rrage units and Searchlight units. 47 reports came 

‘ from other Army units, 19 from the R.A.F. and five from the Navy. 


Audience. It is extremely difficult to estimate the Forces 
audience for any programme. Hours of duty and:conditions of listening vary 
so very greatly that any estimate can be only very approximate and must be 
subject to innumerable qualifications. © 


Oe Some indication may perhaps be riven by the response to a 
“question asking whether the Correspondents themselves made a special effort 
to listen to the programme if they were off duty. Three-quarters of the 
Correspondents answered that they did make a special effort to listen. 
Curiously enough the proportion of the Anti-Aircraft Correspondents who 
listen to the programme was somewhat smaller than for the other branches 

of the Service, although even here it was as high as two-thirds. 


4, One might, therefore, assume that, (despite the occasional 
criticisms of the timing of the programme) the audience for this programme 
for the Forces is quite a large one, particularly, as some Correspondents 
point out its position in the programme before the News tends to encourage 
listening, at least to the later items, by those who otherwise would not be 
among its audience, 


De General Popularity. There can be no doubt, that this programme 
is quite. popular. Nearly one half of the Correspondents rated the programme 

as 'Popular' and rather less than one half rated it 'Fairly Popular’. the 

virtual “eed is just as apparent in reports from other units of the Army 
and the R.s.F. 2s in reports from Anti-Aircraft units. 


"This programme seems always to be popular with the men, 
ranking almost as high as 'Hi'Gang! - (N. 1) 


Yhe generni impression is that this feature is popular 
and offers those members of the Services whose work is 
naturally in the background a chance to let others know 
of their achievements." - (R. 15 58 ) | 


Only seven Correspondents reported the programme to be ‘Unpopuler’, 
once of whom reported:- 


"It may interest A.A.'s and B.B."s but it binds us 
rigid” - oes Re AAG 


Ce Perticuler Items in "“Ack-Ack, Beer-Beer" Questions were put 
tO Correspondents asking which items in the ST ORraieeS were particularly 
popular or unpopular, Most of the reports used the reply to this question 
to give general approval to all the items included in “Ack-Ack, Beer-Beer" 
programme end several Correspondents added the comment that, in their view, 
ths programme was very well belanced, Unfortunately several Correspondents 
assumed that this question applied to the Forces Programme as « whole, so 
thet the resulting evidence is less valuable for this particular purpose 
than it otherwise would have been. Replies however do confirm (what was 
probably woll know to the programme producers before) that in general 
musical items are much preterred to talks and interviews. 


° Particutar Artists. The same difficulty was encountered in inter- 
preting the replies to a question asking whether any artists who appear in the 
Ack-Ack, Beer=Beer" programme are particularly popular, in that those Correspondents 
who mentioned particular artists did not confine themselves solely to those who 
have appeared in "Ack-A4ck, Beer=Beer" programmes, but ranged over the whole Forces 
Programme: Artists who have appeared in " AckeAck, Beer=Beser" who were not 
frequently mentioned with approval by Correspondents were - Vera Lynn, Vic 
Oliver, George Formby, Ronnie Bik. Bertha Wilmot, and Kay Cavendish, 
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8. "The Voice .of :Ack=Ack,. Boo =Beer" This item appeared to be 4,, 
quite popular, One-quarter of the Correspondents reported it ito be 'Pofular' 
and one half reported it to be Fairly Popular'. Only nino Correspondents 
reported it to be 'Unpopular'. There were fow detailed comments on this item. 


De "Ack=Ack, Beer=-Beer Gossip Column" $$ This item too appears to 

be quite populer, the voting followed very closely that in respect of "The 
Voice of Ack-Ack, Beer-Beor", One quarter of the Correspondents reported that 
it was 'Popular', one half that it was 'Fairly Popular' and only ten 
Correspondents reported that it was 'Unpopular'. There were very few detailed 
comme NUS» 3 


@ 6a @ 


10, Contributions by Service Men. There can be no doubt that the 
practice of including in this programme contributions by Service men, | 
particularly those in Anti-Aircraft, Balloon Barrage, and Searchlight units, 
even if the standard is below that of ‘professional. artists, is almost 
unanimously approved, Indeed one-tenth of the Correspondents were very 
enthusiastic about this feature of the nAck=Ack, Beer=Beer" programme. 


"We prefer the artists in these. programmes to be men of the 
Forces. ‘They do not always come up to scratch, but it is 
nice to think that it is our own programmeg$, and it gives 


Scope for | any telent thet may lie concealed among use: = 


(A. 254) 


Only e Littles more iss One=tenth of the Correspondents held that this practioo 
We.s unpopular. 


"T have noticed that when including ‘contributions from 
personnel in Anti-Aircraft, Balloon Barrage or Searchlight 
units, if the standard is: below that of the professionas 


artists, then the whole show becomes a,distinct flop". 
(A. 139) 


bha Compsre. The results of the saeke on this issue by all 
Correspondents suggested that about one=half were in favour of a regular 
compere. one-sixth favour frequent change, and one-third express little 
preference in the:meattor, Nee arly two = thirds: of the reports from Anti-Aircraft 
units stated thet a regular compere was preferred. 


"The announcers are the best men for.this job (compore ), 
provided of course that they are given plenty of scope, 
Their names may have provided cartoonists and comedians 
with some much needed matierazl but they are still the best 
broadcasters on the air. N83. IT am-not an announcer, 
not one of my forefathers wos an ennouncer, I have no 
children. I do not even know an announcer, I give my 
unbiased opinion,’ | oo (A, 250) 


3 Timing. There was some criticism of the timing of the programme 
ut in general it seems to be accepted as suitable by Anti-Aircreaft units. 


135. Summary . 


“Ack=Ack, Beer-Foer" is a popular. programme; as popular - 
with the rest of the Forces as-in the Anti-Aircraft, 
Balloon Barrage and Searchlight units. 


Contributions by Service men are particularly liked, even 
though they may fell below professionel standards. 


"The Voice of Ack-Ack, Reer=Besr" and “wck-ack, Beer-Boer 
Gossip Column" are quite favourably reccived. 


The majority of men in AntiwAircraft and Balloon Barrage 
units ‘prefer a regular compere, whilst in other branches 
of the Forees littlo real preference is expressed on 

this matter, | 


The timing of YAck=Aok, Beer=Boor", sooms suitable for the men 
for whom this programme is primarily intended. 
Listener Rescarch Department 
ord April, 1941. 
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Cadet Personnel, 


“2.lUeleeaaee 


Rach intake consists of one oversized combanty of three platoons of 
thirty nine men, Tie course for heavy infantry may last for three months or 
four,according to the demand for subalterns,. 

Cadets are drawn from (I) the ranks of regularse Out of 120 
cadets,to te best of my knowledge,only twe a4ped peacetime regulama sergeant 
with a lower middle class background,sand a Scots bandsman with the same background. 

(2) those who would normally have taken commissions in the army 
through Sandhurst or some other military institution. The age of most of these 
is under twenty one, They come from the better-class public schools and they 
accent without criticism the staridards of their parents,who seem to be mostly 
in the services or on the stock exchange. They have had little experience of 
life and possess no standards of critibism, They have no historical perspective 
and they do not reason or care why the war is being fought, Theirs is the 
simple philosophy of the imperialist,covering the simple desires of men too 
restless to go into business and too stupid,looking forward to an oubdoor life 
with an assured income,polo and fishing, They are the only people who can be 
stamped definitely I9I4. Because they take the army seriously,they will probably 
make good subordinate commanders,except in the treatment of their men, The weeks 
they have spent in the ranks have taught them very little of their fellow conscripts 
and it cannot be said that they have achieved any sympathy with them, They know 
the dodges, i they never chs heir situations identical with those of ordinary 

militiamen,since their service was the expedient imposed by Hore-Selisha and 
nothing more. 


I cannot give any — estimate of their numbers,but I would 
not put it more than between IO and I5 % 
One interesting example of official manipulation. We,a young 
Etonian,is the son of a brigadier general, He joined his father's regiment, 
and was immediately selected with some ten other boys of his age to take an NeCe0. 
cadre coursee In three weeks,his father and the other baronet who formed the 
selection board for this famous regiment,went down for a weekend and passed 
e snd all his fellows as suitable for an OeCeTeUee After two months,they were 
sent to an 0,C.T.U.,though in fact the training course for this regiment consisted 
of five months,two infantry and three motor training. There are other examples 
of wirepulling,but this is the most glaring one in this 0.0.TeUee 
(3) Of a rather similar type to these boys,are others who intended 
to take up other professions,teaching,law,medicine; but were conscripted as soon 
as they reached the age of twenty one, But as there was a wrench between the 
civil occupation planned and the military one a nied. anges is a negree: - conflict 
in this groupe It is seldom publicly framed,but often privately contr 
Chey are conscious that they are faced with the proppect of death atace: io have 
had even the first taste of the delight of life. The fact that they cannot feel | 
the loss of these delights probably minimises the actual violence of their | 
reaction; but it*promotes a seriousness different from the usual adolescent yearn- 
ings; and it imposes a sense of unity with conscripts in the ranks. They will 
understand their men better than Group 2,but they may not lead them with such 
courage or determination. About 20% of the intake belong to this class. 
(4) This group is probably the largest group of the lot and it 
is not completely distinguishable from Group 5. It is composed of a mjority of 
bankclerks,who have received adequate secondary education at grammar schools, 
minor public schools,and in some cases state secondary schools, There are other 
types of clerks,(stock exchange chiefly),and a certain number of miscellansous 
vrofessions, chartered accountants,advertksers,actors, shop-managers ,newsagent's 
sons, etcsetc. They are all drawn cither from the middle class or the lower 
middle classe The reason why I have divided groups five and four into two 
is that politics,temperament,age and above all their attitude to authority, 
divide them into two camps, 

Group 4. consists of those who are politically uneducated, 
uncritical of authority and apparently satisfied with the regime, The fact that 
most of them are in fact bankclerks may be due to two causesg the training of 
a bankclerk is such that initiative is stamped out through bank-regulations, | 
or perhaps rather dies from atrophy: and their complacent acceptance of the status 
quo is due to the fact that they are in regular receipt of their salaries even 
luring service and look forward to taking up their positions when the war is over. 
There are of course exceptions,due to psyhhological reasonse He,for example, 
who is in the Bank of England,is really bored to tears by banking. He is very 
lazy-minded and unwilling or incapable of discovering the root cause of 
everyeh? anything,but though he is in receipt of his salary,he is apatheticallg 
ahti-ware He has just married and has only spent three nights so — on ee 
wife and the basis of his discontent is obviously due to this, 


Group 5. consists of men with the same social eiiiaiieling as group 


but an guti elv different pry me to the war 
tty more develo ped thas Group 4. They are more intelligent hyvhon 5 oer? a3 thon 
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and naturally better leaders than any of the other groups,taken man for man, 
Many of them are volunteers; and they come from the less provincial professiona 
on the wholes actors, journalists,solicitors,engineers, | 

They are all socialists,though far from all are quite certain about what they mean — 
by socialism, They have derived more benefit from going through the ranks than . 
any of the other classes, They have achieved an understandigg of the mentality 
of the conscript which could prove extremely helpful. 

Untdirtunately,they suffer from a paralysis of the will, As M, said to me 
the other day,"I'm trying,dear boy,I'm trying to pretend that what wetre being 
told is not utter bullshit. But how long can I go on pretending?” 

Most of the older men are in this state, It is common to hear,"I volunteered, 
but I've been wondering ever since I joined the army,why?" Other have by reading 
and the use of their intelligence discovered a historical sense which age gives 
the older, They are profoundly anti-Nazi; but they are equally profoundly anti- 
imperialist. They see in victory a prospect ahmost as dark as in defeat. And of 
cOurse,when you are faced with having to die in order to achtbve the victory of 
a cause which you have every reason to distrust,your morale sinks to a very low 
levele 

The Coursee ) 

Group 5 constitute the natural leaders of the 0.CeT.U.e. As soldiers they 
are the most effieient; and they are the most influential as personalities, 
in age,experience,wit and thoughtfulness,they are looked up to by the young,the 
callow and the unexperienced. 

The course given to us is a course in Heavy Infantry Training, Our manuals 
are practically all prewar, Our instructors either saw service in the last war 
or have never seen service at all, They are thinking in terms of,and hoping for, 
trench warfare, They make desperate efforts to reform their minds to the conditions 
of modern warfaree Bus they are incapable of doing so, Every example we are 
given of fighting derives from experiences of the last war and unconsciously they 
refer to the prospects of our fighting abroad as ‘getting into the trenches’, 

It is of course quite understandable why training must be of this tyne, 
A very large body of men has been called up for service in the heavy infantry, 
(whe though? they have a platoon truck march to their objective at 3 miles per hour), 
and there is not sufficient material to equip them for modern mechanised warfare, 
The choice is to say,(A),We realise that we have not the equipment to make you into 
an effieient army on modern lines,so we have to teach you how to fight Hitler as 
if he was the Kaiser,or 

(B).Go ahead with the equipment along the old lines,ignoring 
modern methods as far as possible. 
They choose B. of course, 

Group 5 however has thought about the Hitler technique and Wavell's 
imitations, It has analysed the method of blitzkrieg and came here expecting 
instructions on how to fight in that way. Group 5 soon became very critical of 
the tuition. 

Groups I=-4 followed with a lag of about a week, At first,Group 5 was 
looked at askance; but very soon the very criticisms offered by Group 5 were 
volleyed back by the others, The culminating proof of Group 5's rightness came 
a week £0. The company was then given defensive duties against parachutists 
as a mobile column,to be rushed to any area while reinforcements were brought up 
for beating the ground. The organ&tsation of the mobile column was put in the 
hands of Capte CeMe,who spent the whole of one morning,which should have been 
devoted to training,going through the organisation,changing this,that and the other 
over and over again,until everybody was crying with exasperation, 

Each section was given a truck and we were told that as soon as the 
alarm went we were to double in,get equipment and Bren Guns,and be ready to set off 
immediately. We were told where the trucks were and where to assemble before 
embussing.e This would avoid any hitch,if the call came. 

Two days later we were given a trial, We doubled off and were assmmble¢ 
in five minutes fully equipped, We then waited for twenty five minutes, before 
the order was given to move off. We had to double to the trucks,in our case 
the distance of four hundred vards,one man being delegated to carry both Bren Gun 
and ripod at the double. This doubling saved perhaps one minute and resulted in 
our reaching the trucks in a state of utter exhaustion, We then waited four 
minutes before we were given the order to embus, We did not leave camp till 
fifty five minutes after the call was sounded. We did not reach our objective until 
two and a half hours after the call came,though it was only 23 miles away. 

The whole performance was a public example of incompetence on the 
part of our officers and when we returned we expected to be told how bad it had been 
and what measures were taken for its improvement. Instead of which,we were told 
that it had been a remarkable success, The Mobile Column is now known as The 
Fifth Column, 


11. "Ton setke 4. . 
Lhe LNSVruUuc LOT Se 

The 0eCe of this 0.C.Tel’e is new,and is not vet knoyvm to the men as 
an individual. The Company Commander,however,Major Re is a familiar figure. 


4 
: trim, slightly hageard and a strong disciplinarian,he saw service in the last 
Ae He is a good lecturer 


nan academic sense,but there is very little which 
;ext book almost word for worde 

impression he has made so far was at the end 
de *Gentlemen,I want to talk to you about your 


* one of ures ) | 
A . re e a !.. . ~ one T) . a} AQ a on <> * . * 
ANCere Aneer is not a thing which British people find it easy to sustain. 
. e 4 
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But in the present war.it is an emotion that they have every right to feel,because 
this is a richteous war. TI want vou to cultivate your anger,gentlemen,and cultivate 


the ancer of vour men." His voice as he beganchansed from the level,semi-ironic 
tone of his lecture. | ) self, with that embarassing 
; : ; 
over-emotional ha tred of a man who usually represses his emotions, “The Vermans 
lemen® he went on,tand what do vou do with mad dogs? You don't 
take then at ges You shoot them, Yes,you shoot them, gentlemen. 
htine this war acainst Germanv for the second time in the memory 
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of man. We must see to it that it is not fought again in 1960, In the year 2,000 
perhavSe Not in twenty vears time,as assuredly it will be fought unless we crush 
the Germans utterlv and do not let them rise againe 
"That is why I say,Cultivate your aAncer,gzentlemen, Good morninge 
That is ee. r,C | 7 é 
e cot un and filed out to the next lecturee I myself felt abrebty 
ick,as if I had been at the lynching of a negro,there was such a depth of 


Kn " a "} 5 4 - | oat “2 An | sae aais +mman ¢ el t he 
hideous brutalitv and folly in the man I thought about asking immediately to be 
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Conclusions. 


The main conclusion of the set-up here is that suggested by I.T.Ce 
training; namely that the army is merely the expression in terms of force of 
the society which it defends, It reflects the strength and weakness of that 
society and its mordle is not distinct from but a part of the ‘national morale, 
What therefore is most interesting is the divergence in attitude between the 
instructors, representatives of the old dominant class ideas,whose main enemy is 
still what is described as Bolshevism and includes every form of socialim, 
democratic or dictatorial,and the«aergent officer class which is much more inclined 
towards socialism, In both groups however there is considerable forward thinking 
which tends towards fascism under the disguise of STATE CONTROL. 

‘One is forced to the conclusion that no fundamental change will thke.pa 
place in army training until political and economic changes are introduced in 
the orgahisation of the war-effort; and that any change which will increase the 
efficiency of the war -effort will alarm the reactionary elements in the army 4 
as in civil society into possibly deliberate sabotage, It is a matter of doubt 
on the other hand whether their deliberate sabotage would be as destructive as 
their inefficiencyj{az is at the moment, 
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P.BeG, 
Letchworth Herts, 
April 1lOth.1941, 


ARMY HDUCATION, 


the following are the main points which we should like to know about: 


iefiave you got an education scheme in your unit ? 
&.Wwhat officer in the unit handles ; 
3, How does née put it across and j people in it 
4.What subjects sre covered 
Net S Attendance at leetures cet ély voluntary, 
compulsory or semi-comnulsory ‘ 
Solanters what voropertion. of «yeur unit 
the lectures like ? 
eWhat al the lecturers like * 
JoJo the lectures take vlace in duty hours or recreation hours ? 
LO. What Tacilities are there tor rlioue reading in your unit ? 
lil.What facilities are there for ne wsvaper rcscading ? 
LZ. what od lities are there for "add Oo Listening by 
Loe ANY © observations on educati: and educa 1a1 facilities 


’ 


at, YOU Gan Delp in tata invesulgs LOI LEage send 1li your answers 

me o~ ; ‘ Ln. i , . Ie om j a4 ; ; ; a 1- p- j ~ - -~ 
aS BOON as possible, tothe Ee Nis AD! » WE Should Like to have 
SS . : 

them here by April <¢lst. 
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ye Ee READING HABITS OF SQLDIERS Lge () MAN an 


read by soldiers. This is a complete list of all books of wh 
the titles could be observed(i.e. perhaps 85% of the books 


seen being read by inv.) The = where inf is is a large one of 
over a thousand people, and the ntelligence(in Ordmance) is above 


in just over & month the following books have been seen bes A 


average. , / pave Atay int ) Type 

Title Ree “Author of Book 
This Man is Dangerous Peter Cheyney (Det } 64 
Forgotten Canyon (unknown) Western ) 6d 
Only Yesterday F.L.Allen history 6d 
The Jury Disaggrees George Goodchild (Det ) 6d 
Told by an Idiot Rose Macaulay (straight) 6d 
The Mystery of Dr. Fu Sax Rohmer (Det ) 6d 

Manchu 
The Heart of the Offender (unknown) : (Love) Book 
Safety First Paul Renin a Paper 
The Night Watchman W.W.eJacobs (Humour 6d 
Fate Cannot Harm Me J.F.Masterman (straight) 6d 
Anti Hay Aldous Huxley (straight) 6d 
Three Oaks Mystery Edgar Wallace (Det Book | 
Death on the Baard John Rhode Det 6d C 
Dolores Paul Renin {Sex| Paper | 
Saucy Movie Tales ( various) sxe Magazine | 
Father Gregory P.C.Rren (adventure ) 6d | 
Impeached Brhce Graeme (Det ) 6d 
No Mean City - -McGregor (straight) 6d 
1919 Dos Passos (straight) Library 
The Good Companions J.B.Priestley {straight} Book 
Crime and Punishment Dostoievsky straight Book 
The Wheel of Fate Nora Belton (Love)  . ‘ Pager 
Pte Spyd Tamson R.W.Bambell (last war Book 
Tiger Standish Cones Back Sidney Horler (Det 64 
Give Her Orchids Hermiha Black (Love) 6d 
Black Roses F.B.Youn fetrede 64 
Young and Healthy (unknown (Sex Paper | 
Western Action (various) (Western) Magazine i 
Tarzan of the Apes E.R.Burroughs (adventure | 6d 
Leave it to Psmith P.G.Wodehous (humour) Book 
Death of My Aunt C.B.Kitchen (Detective) 6d 
Howards End E.M.Forster (straight) 6d 
Within 4 Walls Capt. Cartwright (last war) 6d 
The Island of Terror Sapper (detective) Book 
Evening at the Farm Anne Hepple (Sex) Paper 
Cavalier of the Air Trevor “Wallace ‘adventure) Paper 
Police at the Funeral Margery Allingfem (Det) 6d 
Men Maids and Murder John Creasey (Det ) 64 
The Ace of Death T.Arthur Plummer (Detecttvel] 6d 
Code of the Woosters P.G.Wodehous  (humour)* Book | 
Confidential Donald H, Clabke (love) Paper 
Goodbye to Life Pavia Hume detective) 6d 
unknown this war) 64 


Flee, Ghat SRR oko ne” 
e°Erthe coHeicto Philip Macdonald (detective 


a - 
q hing 


Soldiers reading on Be | LE 3.5.41. 


This list contains 44 names ge yeere. Cons Sor ing that : 
they were collected in over a month in a camp with a thousand 


people in, this list seems very small. Of a selection of 20 : 
people in one hut, only three read regularly; others have been ‘ 
seen reading books lying about in the hut, but have not read 
| throughm any steadily or bought anything to read themselvles. : 


Of the 44 books, 26 are &n sixpennies, and a further 8 are || 
paper bound. At least one further book was a library book. ' 


A rough division of these books into types shows:- 


Detective 14 
Straight 
Sex 

Love 
Adventure 
War 

Humour 
Western 
Non-fiction 


(all serious novels) 
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82, Ladbroke Rd, 
wii, 


© a 
"| ~~ AJ | ' ; . , 
Dear Bobs | as ptr 
. r al yp Pa 
i as ior" 


Will you please yoursel ¥’run Ollowing 
investigation. lt am sending the Army Education file. 
back by car today, and I should like you to take over 


the 4rmy Hducation stuff and do a special report on this; 
using education in the widest sense of the word - to 
include information, entertainment, and so on. 


Yours, 


“e have been asked to do a small survey on soldiers 
opinions and feelings as regards educational facilities in 
the Army. 

Could you give me an indication of the mterial that 
already exists in our files from socldiers,. If you could 
give me this on Friday I should be grateful. 

I shovld also like to address special ennuiries to 
suitable soldiers roughly as follows: 


Have you got an education scheme in your wit? 
Wheat officer in the unit handles it? 
How does he put it across and interest people 
in it? 
What subjects are covered? . 
is it left entirely voluntarily or made compulsory 


or semi-compulsory? 

What are the lectures like? 

What are the lecturers like? 

Do the lectures take place in duty hours or 
recreation hours? 

What facilities are there for serious reading 
in your unit’ 

What facilities are there for newspaper reading: 

What facilities are there for radio listening? 


_ I should like to have your comments on this subject 
by Friday, if possible, including how many people you think 
we ought to get to answer such questions. “e mst, of course, 


avoid any sort of enfringement of military regulation or 
confidence, 


Brigade Mobile Company, 
Hes re™ LOlst., RM. Bde,, 
AMIN C/o., Postmaster, 
Johnstone, Renfrewshire, 
17.Jan.41, 


; 
ab iw & oe e328 


I have just read your article in January "VORLD REVIEW” 
and feel that you may be able to nelp us in a problem closely related 
to tne one you discuss there, 


ve have found it necessary in this Company to give 
serious consideration to the basic training requirements of recruits called 
up under the National Service (Armed Forces) act. 


It appears to us that insufficient consideration is at 
present given to the question of morale, ~articularly,it appears essential 
that fighting troops should have some ideal or war aim which will give 
them a driving enthusiasm both in training and battle, 


The recruits as a@ whole do not appear to have any such 
ideal or enthusiasm when they join the services and our problem therefore 
is to provide them with one, 


If it was possible, and desirable, to rouse their en- 
-thusiasm purely by such abstract terms as "freedom" and "democracy", this 
would already have been done by the National Press; and the idea of 
occasional “pep” talks seems to be a very superficial attack at the problem, 
In fact it seems clear that any ideal put over in the service must be 
soundly based on their home lives and interests, and their political ideas, 
however vague, It is practically useless to try to obtain this information 
by interrogating individual recruits. 


Therefore, I am writing to you in tne hope that there 
may be some mass-observation publication or information in your possession 
Which would form a basis for a policy to arouse the enthusiasm of recruits. 


Any assistance you can give me will be greatly apprec- 
-l1ated, 


Yours faithfully, 


a ieee ake Oe ae 
A 


ea rae TT) ha Sf , } Se _ 
Capt alin, Ne avi & { is ¥. At A OF ss \/ A ) 
O.C. Brigade Mobile Company. — 


se 


Tom Harrison, lsq., 
( / rid 2 ; 

4 / O. 9 WOT nREVLEW, 
45, Shoe Lane, 
LONDON, E£.C.4. 
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MENTING HELD: Mareh 1], 1944, 
SUBJECT: . The statue of women after the war, 
PRESENT: Five officers, nine other ranks, — 


SUMMING UP: ‘“TAAFS present were given the opportunity 
of naving first say on this subject, but had 
surprisingly few comments to make. One of the more 
pointed ones was that etter the war there should de 
no uitterence in pay Detween men and women doings the 
same work, This quickly Grew the rejoinder that it 
Was only rignt men shoulda be veid more since usually 
tNey hua aepenaants$; nowever, it was Selt that if some 
Beheme or family allowances were introduced tne need 
for such alistinct son bine lurcely be obvieted, sand 
ecuelL pey ior equead ° Cc woulu tnen vecome natural 
amu oroner. 

“ne tenerul reelin= ot the meeting was tnat 
since Lesutis women ulreudy heve ecual rights with men 
tuere 1s no needa Vi Ian 
since, in fr& nere 1s 
s number ot trades ana profes sions, 
well oe taken to improve matters in th: 

notner retorm culleca ror - thoucn tr 1e 
tucklinc i% was apprecisted. «= was the 
housewives to overcome the srudcery 6 7 

tusks. More creches una nursery schools, | 

enilaren couia be lett ana trained durin: 

tne introauction or lebouresavine devices 
home, und domestic-help scnemes, 1% was 

woule | p to meet this need, 

“ne place of women in industry after the war 

took uno «wx large part or the discussion, Though men 
were inclined to pnelieve that women would be reluctant 
to leave the »sleces they had earnea for themselves in. 
industry ( thus making the prospect ot securins joods 
worse tor men), many of the Waals took the contrary 
view tnat women woulda be glad to take un nome fife as 
their vroper sphere, Thouch it was arcrged that women 
in some branche t inaustry have vroved thenselves 
Superior to nen “! tor instanee, in delicate instrument 
work), the meeting sup: ortec the comment: "This old 
Love Business will keep on cropning up - anc then dens 
=soes « woman's plan tor 2 business carcer]’ 
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Association for Information and Image Management 


1100 Wayne Avenue, Suite 1100 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 


301/587-8202 
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she CLUBS (1) G.H. 14,.8.41 


NEW ZEALAND FORCES CLUB 
(No.4, Charing Cross Road) 


The Premises 


The blue ensign of New Zealand and the Union Jack have 
superceded the Italim restaurateur's sign outside No.4; 
Charing Cross Road. These former restaurant premises are 
well suited to their war-time purpose. 


On the ground floor there is the lounge, and, of course, 
the (small) entrance hall. The lounge is quite spacious 
and not over-furnished (cf American Eagle Club lounge). 
The centre of the room is bare of furniture and the 
unpolished wood floor is partly covered with irregularly 
spaced and ra@her shabby carpets of good quality. To the 
right of the entrance doors there is a snack-bar trading 
in soft drinks, tea, coffee, sandwiches, cakes, and 
biscuits - and cigarettes when supplies are obtainable. 
(No cigarettes at three o'clock this afternoon). At the 
opposite end of this side of the lounge there is a 
radiogram, and between this and the snack-bar there are 
(as on the left side of the room) five small square tables 
(four dining chairs to each), sofas, and easy chairs. 

To the left of the entrance doors there is a newspaper 
rack devoted to the Australasian and Canadian Press. 


A balcony overlooks the four walls of the lgunge. 
Nine small tables (similar in size to card tables) are 
spaced around three walls, two dining chairs to each 
table. These tables are largely used by letter-writers, 
but only two of them are equpped with ink, pens, and 
stationery. Fastened to the stationery boxes are labels 
reading:'In view of the shortage of p@per would members of 
the services please be as economical as possible?! 


Slightly higher than balcony level,and immediately over 
the entrance hall,is the writinz room. Overlooking Charing 
Cross Road, this is the club's most comfortable room, It is 
well-carpeted, and contains, in addition to two writing tables 
and a desk, easy chairs, a sofa, a book-case, and a periodicals 
table (Picture Post and The Field prominent). The standard of the 
work on the book-shelves i¢ quite high, and authors represented 
include Francis Brett Young and J.L.Hodson. A considerable 


proportion of the books are bkographies. 


The premises! remaining room is the dining room, This is 
below ground level, and the kitchen (in which a soldier was 
working) and shower-bath rooms are adjacent. The room is 
irregularly shapeg, and accommodates approximately 20 tables - 

a quantity just suited to its area. The table linen is spotless, 


there is clean, well polished cutlery, and shining crockery. 


(2) 


The service counter, at the end of which is the cash desk, 
adjoins the kitchen partition. On entering, patrons pay in 
advance, receive a check, and are served without delay at 
their tables by green-overalled workers (cafeteria system not 
employed, as layout suggests). The fixed price of the table 
d'hote lunch is 1s.5d. To-day's: boiled meat, mashed potatoes, 
cabbage, rice; plum tart. Coffee two-pence extra. 
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with a bar at the back of the stalls, to which 
one could retreat from any peculiarly atrocious 
soprano and watch, from far off, through the 
glass doors. What a cracking good act. she 
could have (and did, for me in retirement) 
put on as The Silent Singer, or Somewhere 
(but Where ?) a Voice is Calling. Then all-in 
wrestling was a more or less silent drama 
which everyone with a leniency towards apes 
could enjoy. And where else could one indulge 
this paradox of silence? At The Miracle, 
at the chimps’ four o’clock teas in Regent’s Park, 
at the Albert Hall Proms, where the boxes 
provide wonderful dumb shows for a roving 


eye. And, of course, once upon a time, at “‘ the | 


pictures.”’ 

The piano tinkling André Wormser’s accom- 
paniment to The Prodigal brings back ‘“‘ the 
pictures.’’ Poignantly at times its flighty and 
pathetic airs guide the action on the stage. 
A Paris apartment in the ’seventies. There 
is supper beginning, stew consumed by Papa 
and Mamma, with the Prodigal abstaining, 
glasses filled and drained, napkins screwed, 
table pushed back against the sideboard, all 
performed in time with something of the 
attention of the great Chaplin shaving a 
customer. The Prodigal (Alan Badel) groans 
his boredom in agonised poses. His parents 
offer him the mandoline; his eye lights up, 
he strums a few notes (supplied by the piano), 
and then melancholy returns. This dismal 
situation, with Mamma now bent over her 
crochet and Papa dosing behind a copy of 
Le Fournal, is happily broken by the arrival 
of Phrynette (Yvonne Owen) tripping gaily 
with a laundry basket. Here is what the 
Prodigal had been wanting, the lilies and 
languors become raptures, and in the few 
moments when the couple are left alone we 
realise—perhaps for the first time—that some 
passages of talk are best conveyed without 
words: the interchange between the future 
lovers is delightful. She goes, and the Prodigal 
follows, having robbed his parents’ desk and 
leaving them in despair. On the whole Act I, 
though slow in starting, has roused our curiosity. 
Act II : the Prodigal and Phrynette, she reclining 
and making lovely sorties from a curtained bed, 
he already snowed under by debt; delightful 
moment when he captures a fly that threatens 
to wake her; billing and cooing, followed by 
bills, bills; he flings out, and in his absence 
another suitor arrives, a Baron, promising 
more dresses, debts paid, a wedding and all. 
Act! III: the parents look much older; 
homely routine of supper and sitting repeated, 
this time with an effective touch of pathos— 
all the details tell, down to the old man’s pipe 
and skull-cap and his customary evening trot ; 
scenes of the Prodigal’s return, rages, tears, 
until he hears a military band go by and his 
legs begin to move in time to the drum; off 
to the wars he will go. 

And how far does it come off ? Well, the 
Mercury Players have treated this oddly endearing 
little piece as a work of art, and a work of 
art it is, in their lively and graceful miming. 
Not only the lovers, already mentioned, but 
Archie Harradine and Eunice Rogers as the 
unhappy parents, Bobby Rietti as the Baron, 
and Audrey Teesdale as a negro page-boy give 
performances in which one enjoys every gesture 
and glance. It’s a narrow range of emotions 
that is tapped—a fresh discovery of humdrum 
detail, romantic sentiment, lilts of fun and 
pathos—but these emotions are genuine, and 
the melodrama is melodrama in the strict 
sense. Then what is missing? A meat 
ration; strong situations become here rather 
thin. But more than that—which doesn’t 
seem to me really to matter—one misses the 
final magic that would weld this divertissement 
of a play. Some poet of the theatre—Cocteau, 
say—could supply that: a few, a very few, 
words spoken in commentary or aside; a light 


verse or two framing a situation; even 
a paragraph read from Papa’s newspaper ; 
all of these, of course, off-stage. For the 
piano score, though agreeably jaunty and douce, 
isn’t quite a chorus, isn’t quite inspired and 
witty enough, and could do with breaking up a 
little. ‘This seemed the chief lack of a bizarre and 
enchanting evening. (All the detail, by the way, 
from Max Martin’s scenery, and Hilda Berger- 
Lampl’s dresses to Marjorie Reed at the piano, 
was exquisitely right). The Prodigal will be 
given again in the Toynbee Hall Theatre on 


. Saturday, before coming to the West End. 


Films themselves are scarce this week. 


‘A Woman’s Face is melodrama in the new 


sense: everything strikes and shocks—Joan 
Crawford’s hideously scarred face, Conrad 
Veidt at the top of villainy, blackmail, consuls 
and counts in (is it?) Bohemia, demoniacal 
sleigh chases, attempted child murder, and a 
trial enclosing all. It’s thrilling all right, 
except at the moment when someone says: 
**Remember this is 1941.’ A Woman’s Face 
isn’t, you may find, particularly 1941. 

Feannie is a comedy of innocents abroad. 
First innocent, a Scots girl, Barbara Mullen, 
charmingly in love with the Blue Danube and 
blueing a small legacy in Vienna, before she 
turns to as skivvy. Second innocent, Michael 
Redgrave, travelling on business (washing- 
machines) as well as pleasure, innocent but 
masterful, too. Their adventures, which escape 
Hollywood influences, are delightfully fresh 
to the end. Barbara Mullen is very taking, 
and deserves all the parts she can get, light 
and serious. WILLIAM WHITEBAIT 


THE COMING WEEK 


SATURDAY, August 16th— 

Exhibition of Children’s Art from All Lands, 
Free German League of Culture, 36 Upper 
Park Road, N.W.3. 2-7. Daily till Sept. 7. 

Pianoforte Recital by Edith Vogel, St. Stephen’s 
Church, Pond Street, N.W.3. 3. 

SUNDAY, August 17th— 

International Friendship Garden Party, Aubrey 
House, Notting Hill Gate, 2.30. Adm. Is. 

Pouishnoff with London Symphony Orchestra, 
Cambridge Theatre, 3. 

Monpbay, August 18th— 

Otto Hirsch Memorial Meeting, Tuck Hall, 

Woburn House, W.C.r. 6. 
WEDNESDAY, August 20th— 

G. Wilson Knight : “‘ Tennyson and the British 

Tradition,” Institut Frangais, 5.30. 
THURSDAY, August 2Ist— 

Dr. J. Kuczynski: ‘“‘ Strategic Problems of 
War Economics,” 36 Upper Park Road, 
Maa 

Fripay, August 22nd— 

David Freeman: “ Singapore—Gateway to the 
Pacific,” 12 Gt. Newport Street, W.C.2. 7. 

Beatrice King: ‘‘ Developments of the Arts 
in the U.S.S.R.”’ 22 St. Petersburgh Place, 
. fee 


Correspondence 
THE FOUR 


Sir,—The four notes from Beethoven’s Fifth 
Symphony, adopted for the V campaign, are 
traditionally said to have been described by him as 


NOTES OF FATE 


Fate knocking at the door. It is interesting to 
remember that the same four notes—three short and 
one long—were used over two thousand years before 
him for precisely the same purpose and effect by a 
great poet and musical composer. The metre and 
music of the “binding song” in the Eumenides 
of Aeschylus uses the reiteration of the four notes 
(just as in the symphony) with terrifying effect. In 
the “‘ binding song,”’ it will be remembered, the 
Eumenides explain how their function is to be Fate 
hunting down the guilty, particularly the man who is 
guilty of the sin which the Greeks counted among 
the worst, over-weening pride. Verrall’s translation 
of the chorus attempts partially to reproduce the 
original metre, and the following extract gives a good 


idea of the use of the four notes, while the words, 
one hopes, are prophetic of the fate of the Nazis: 

When with a strong 

Leap and a long, 

Pride in his crown 

Trample we down, 

Far let him run 

Nothing is won, 

Yet shall he slip, 

Yet shall he trip, 

Beaten, 
Broken and beaten. 
LEONARD WOOLF 


RACIAL CHARACTER 


Sir,—I was greatly interested, as an anthro- 
pologist, to read “ Occasional Londoner’s’”’ para- 
graph about the German airman who died rather 
than suffer his blood to be “ polluted.” It is a 
singular and striking example of the lengths to 
which an otherwise capable and presumably intelli- 
gent man will go when driven by a false “‘ racialism,”’ 
which, I am well assured, you regard with scorn. 

What then, sir, am I to think, when on the very 
next page, I read a full-page article by A. L. Rowse, 
pronouncing judgment on Matthew Arnold, in terms 
which show him to be equally the prey of an equally 
false race-theory ? 

As an Englishman I should doubtless become 
melancholic were I driven to-day to learn a Celtic 
tongue, but my Welsh and Gaelic-speaking friends, 
both tall and short, dark and fair, would roar with 
laughter at the suggestion that the use of their 
mother-tongue, which is, after all, the only valid 
definition of a “* Celt,’’ had made them melancholy. 

Matthew Arnold may well have been melancholy 
and equally well may it have been a trait inherited 
from his mother. But to suggest that, because Arncld 
inherited from a Cornish mother a rather slower 
metabolism that that possessed by his father, or 
whatever obscure cause gave rise to his mental 
sorrow, all Bretons, Cornish, We'sh, Irish and 
Highland Scots are possessed of a racial melancholy 
is a farce for the gods. 

I suggest, sir, that a tale by Mr. Rowse, embod ng 
the “merry Teuton ’”’ and the “ melancholy Celt ” 
would be a fitting subject for Disney’s next “ Fan- 
tasia.”’ CHARLES GREEN 


ARMY ALLOWANCES 


S1IR,—In a new pamphlet issued to all Army 
Officers, it is emphasised that soldiers are human 
beings and should be treated as such. The attention 
of the authorities should aiso be drawn to the 
equally important point that the wives and depen- 
dants of the soldiers are human also. 

As a private in a large pay office, my job is the 
upkeep of the accounts of a certain number of soldiers, 
their wives and dependants. As such I have a very 
close knowledge of the injustices which the present 
pay regulations inflict upon the soldiers’ wives. I 
should like to bring three main aspects of the 
present system to your notice. 

1. The system of forfeitures and its effect on 
the wives. 

2. The regulation regarding venereal disease. 

3. The system of dependants’ allowances (as 
distinct from allowances to wives, which are known 
as family allowances). 

1. At present the soldier’s wife receives a basic 
allowance of 18s. per week. Added to this is a 
contribution from the soldier’s pay, called a qualifying 
allotment. This varies with the soldier’s pay ; for 
instance, the soldier receiving 2s. 6d. a day pays 
7s. a week to his wife (compulsorily), making her 
allowance up to 25s. a week. (How she manages 
to live on this sum is a mystery which is not the 
subject of this letter.) 

When the man’s pay rises to 3s. per day, the 
wife receives a further Is. 9d. per week from her 
husband, and ‘so on. 

At first sight this might appear quite equitable. 
Actually it is far from fair, the reason being this: 

Of the various increments of pay granted to a 
soldier, by far the majority are in the form of “ pro- 
ficiency ’’ pay—at the moment most soldiers with 
6 months’ service get war proficiency pay of 6d. 
per day. Now the continued receipt of this “ emoiu- 
ment,’’ as the regulations call it, depends on what the 
Army interprets as proficiency. It can be withdrawn 
at any time at the discretion of the commanding 
officer. This means not so much to the man (who ts 
clothed and fed at government expense), but by 
automatically reducing the qualifying allotment 
and thereby the income of the wife, it often cause 
hardship. 
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This would be clearer if it were understood for 
what trivial causes pay is often forfeited. For 
example,a commanding officer, with a thoughtlessness 
that is typical, recently ruled that all men under 
his command who had during a certain period been 
sentenced to confinement to barracks should lose 
their proficiency pay. In a particular case the man’s 
net pay remained the same, but the wife lost 3s. 6d. 
per week. 

Another way in which wives suffer is when their 
husbands hold acting, i.e. lance, appointments. 
The qualifying allotment of the wife of a lance 
corporal rises two shillings a day three months after 
the promotion. But should the soldier be transferred 
for any reason to another unit he automatically reverts 
to the rank of private. The pay and therefore the 
qualifying allotment are reduced, with the result 
that the wife suffers again. 

Again, large numbers of men overstay their leave. 
These men are not deserters, nor does the Army 
treat them as such. After about a week or fortnight 
they are apprehended by the civil police at their 
homes and returned to their unit. Very often they 
return before the police find them. In such cases 
not only does the man lose all pay, for the period 
of the absence, but, in addition, for any period over 
seven days the wife loses her family allowance— 
that is, the basic 18s. per week, plus any children’s 
allowances. Many wives are forced to go to the 
Public Assistance Board in such cases. I have seen 
most pathetic letters from some of these poor women. 

2. Venereal disease. The pay warrant on this 
subject lays down that all men who contract venereal 
disease through their own fault or through the 
effects of alcoholism shall forfeit all proficiency pay. 
Now when I attended the medical lecture which all 
new recruits to the Army are given the doctor stated 
categorically that the disease could only be contracted 
by actual contact with a woman. Evidently all men 
who are unfortunate enough to contract the disease 
are assumed to have done so by their own fault and 
therefore forfeit proficiency pay. Under this system 
the wife again suffers a deduction in her allowance. 

3. Dependant’s allowances. The wife of a soldier 
automatically receives 18s. per week on the production 
of her marriage certificate. Not so a dependant. 
To-day, as a result of the last war, there are many 
mothers, mostly middle-aged, who are financially 
dependent on their sons. To obtain a dependant’s 
allowance is no easy matter, however. The mother 
has to go through the humiliation of an 
investigation into her financial means by _ the 
Assistance Board. If she can prove that she 
needs an allowance, she can then be granted a 
dependant’s allowance. But not for her the luxury 
of 18s. per week. This is the prerogative of wives 
alone. Although it is possible for the dependant’s 
allowance to reach 18s. per week,. in the over- 
whelming majority of cases the dependant receives 
either 6s., I1s. or 14s. 6d. a week (usually 6s.). Added 
to this of course is the qualifying allotment of 7s. a 
week from the soldier. Why there is this difference 
in the treatment of the wife and the dependant 
mother I am unable to say. I am at a loss, too, to 
understand how it is that the mother can live on less 
than the wife. 

The various injustices that I have described above 
are those caused by a system that has been evolved 
piecemeal over a large number of years. From time 
to time new regulations do come out. But such a 
vast structure of regulations, created for the 
administration of a peacetime army, is incapable of 
reform. It can only be swept away and replaced 
by a system specially designed to meet the exigencies 
of a nation engaged in a totalitarian war. Let the 
generals have their thousands of warrants, regulations 
and Army forms again, after the war, if they must, 
but give us a system that works in wartime. 

A PRIVATE IN THE ROYAL ARMY PAY CORPS 


INDIAN BROADCASTING 


Sir,—Like your other correspondents, may I 
remuve a misunderstanding? Yes, there is an 
English section which broadcasts to India and there 
is also a Hindustani section, and the main purpose 
of my previous letter was to pay a small tribute to the 
Hindustani section. I have worked for it several 
times, by providing scripts for translation, and I 
believe that it has also employed other and more 
eminent Englishmen, Mr. H. N. Brailsford and 
Mr. H. W. Nevinson among them. I know that last 
week it transmitted a message from Professor 
Gilbert Murray and others, on the occasion of the 
death of Tagore. 


This has, of course, nothing to do with the 


Hindustani news-bulletins ; still it does suggest that 
they are not controlled by a Blimp. They have 
anyhow made a favourable impression on Mr. 
T. M. Pande, who has just returned from India and 
knows its reactions, and who gives his qualifications 
and signs his name. His evidence seems more 
convincing than that of “ Indian Resident,’ who 
withholds his identity, and whose pseudonym 
suggests not only that he lives in England but that he 
has lived in it for some time. 
E. M. FORSTER 


“ GERMANY POSSESSED ” 


Sir,—Without daring to quarrel with your 
reviewer’s negative valuation of my work Germany 
Possessed, may I point out that since my book is an 
attempt to explore the psychological factors under- 
lying the German phenomenon, it is not entirely 
opportune to judge it exclusively from the stand- 
point of political history? Is it, furthermore, per- 
missible to ask Mr. Rowse how common sense can 
arrive at true conclusions about the psychology of 
the German mind without the aid of those specific 
data which only a psychological investigation can 
reveal ? H. G. BAYNES 


POLITICAL WARFARE 


S1r,—I was glad to notice that you drew attention 
in your last issue to the negative reply I received 
from Mr. Attlee to my question: as to whether the 
Prime Minister would give consideration to the 
appointment of a Minister for Political Warfare. In 
the debate on the war situation which was held on 
August 6th, Mr. Lees-Smith made a strong appeal 
to the Government to take Political Warfare seriously. 
His plea was reinforced by nearly all of us who were 
able to catch the Speaker’s eye. In particular 
Sir Cuthbert Headlam’s speech should be read. 

Mr. Brendan Bracken will, I am sure, make the 
Ministry of Information into a first-class News 
Department. This is not political warfare and no 
one knows it better than the Minister. 

The minimum requirements in this matter are a 
Minister in charge of Political Warfare with a Chief 
Executive sitting on the Chief of Staffs Committee. 
This Minister could then co-ordinate the political 
warfare activities of the Ministry of Information, the 
B.B.C., and the etceteras one cannot discuss in 
public ; always provided he was allowed to pursue a 
definite policy calculated to provide the agenda for 
controversy in Germany and given the means to 
do it. STEPHEN KING-HALL 


“DOCTORING AFTER THE WAR” 


Sir,—Reorganistion of the medical profession is 
a need felt even by members of that profession. 
One of the greatest obstacles to reformation is, 
however, public opinion as expressed by uninformed 
(or misinformed) people like Norah M. Jeans. 

The British Medical Association is not a juridical 
council issuing permits to “ specialists’ to set up 
in Harley Street on production of evidence of 
financial stability, or to newly qualified “‘ medicoes ”’ 
to acquire a practice on the same evidence ; nor does 
it issue edicts governing the terms of service under 
the National Health Insurance Acts, this being a 
function of the Ministry of Health. The B.M.A. 
has as much to do with these things as the N.U.R. 
has with the ornamentation of railway timetables. 

Possibly Norah M. Jeans is confusing the B.M.A. 
with the General Medical Council of the Privy 
Council, but the juridical capacity of even the G.M.C. 
confines itself mainly to two things, the qualifications 
allowing of admission to the Medical Register, and 
the professional conduct of those on the Register. 
Ne sutor ultra crepidat . . . Or, at any rate, until 
she knows the facts. 

““ Specialists”? may appear in Harley Street 
immediately after qualifying, or, indeed, without 


_ any qualifications at all; but their activities need 


induce no fear, as the means of approach to the 
specialist is by way of the general practitioner ; but 
she can certainly doubt the bona fides of the 
** specialists’? who will see her without such an 
introduction. This is not a claim by a general 
practitioner for the pickings of a middleman, but 
the just claim of any doctor to be better able than 
almost any layman to diagnose a disease, and to 
rélegate it, if necessary, to the right specialist. 

The newly qualified practitioner may buy a 
practice, or may even “ squat,’’ provided that he has 
satisfied a board of examiners (recognised by the 
G.M.C.) that he is safe to be let loose among the 
public. The one thing he cannot do is compel 
patients to accept his services. In any case, what 


< 


makes Norah M. Jeans decide that three years of 
extra training would be adequate before taking on 
the sole responsibility of a practice? Most of us, 
indeed, take a much longer additional training ; in 
fact, many of us feel that a lifetime would not -be 
long enough for the job. Of course, we appreciate 
her graceful tribute to the majority of us who “ still - 
fully earn the confidence of the public.’”’ In face of 
this, however, is the claim justified that “‘ the panel 
service produces an inferior type of medical practi- 
tioner?*’ Is the panel doctor too busy to give 
adequate, individual attention? He (or she) is 
busy only if patients are satisfied, because if they 
aren’t, they can change their doctor at least four 
times in the year ! 

Norah M. Jeans obviously has a penchant for the 
doctor who has no panel. This rara avis need hardly 
enter into discussions on the reorganisation of our 
profession, as he is confined now to the luxuriant 
wilds of the west-ends of cities. Even after the 
war there will still be a sufficiency of such kindly 
ornithologists as she to preserve the sanctuaries 
necessary to prevent its extinction. As for the rest 
of us, ““ Give us the tools, and we will do the job.” 
We want facilities for adequate training and for 
continuous education, and we want any system of 
organisation which will assure co-operation among 
doctors, on the part of patients and of the authorities 
and last, but not least, we want , adequate 
remuneration. MARGARET E. THOMSON 


FEDERAL UNION 


S1rR,—Miss Freda White’s pleasant review raises 
one question which is of such general interest and 
is so likely to recur in discussions of Federal Union 
projects that you will perhaps permit me a few words 
of comment. 

I believe that strict Federal Unionists, such as 
Mr. Lionel Curtis and Mr. Streit, attach great 
importance to the direct election of any Federal 
legislature. If a new and wider community is to 
be formed, which is to assume democratic and 
parliamentary forms of government, there is obviously 
a very strong case for the initial adoption of this 
system. For myself, however, I attach so much 
more importance, as a matter of political tactics, 
to the immediate legal recognition of reciprocal 
or of common citizenship as urged by Mr. Willkie, 
that I am something of a heretic about precision 
in constitutional forms and the subtleties concerning 
where sovereignty shall reside. A good strategist 
knows when to use fog. . . It is further true that 
direct representation in the U.S. Senate was no 
part of the American Constitution for over a century. 
I would, however, point out (a) that the argument 
against direct representation over large areas was 
precisely the objection used in the eighteenth 
century against the feasibility of applying democratic 
forms to France or to the United States themselves ; 
(6b) if we are not to have direct election, then the 
delegates nominated by constituent states will either 
be nobodies, which is undesirable, or men of more 
weight than the nominating statesmen, which is 
improbable, or—as in the better days at Geneva— 
those statesmen themselves. ‘This last means that 
they are far too overworked to attend adequately 
to both State and Federal problems, and that they 
tend to subordinate the latter. Whatever the draw- 
backs—and how many of the electors now “‘ know ”’ 
their local M.P. better than, in these days of radio 
and the new technology, they “ know ’’ Mr. Roose- 
velt >—I think that direct election would probably 
have, on the balance, the fewer disadvantages. 

One further point which tends to recur. That 
any initiative must come from America is a truth— 
stated, e.g., by Colonel Wedgwood with emphasis— 
which no one will deny. But this truism is often 
used as a half-truth by obstructors and academic 
saboteurs with the object of preventing any action 
at all by means of inopportune enquiries about what 
the other fellow is doing. This is really best left 
to the other fellow. . . . Our concern here is what 
assurances there are for an American that, were 
an American intiative given, this country would 
welcome it. ‘Those assurances are not yet by any 
means satisfactory. As a matter of fact, one eminent > 
American, Mr. Willkie, already has, at considerable 
political risk to himself, made very definite proposals 
to which there has still been no equally authoritative 
response, as bold or as concrete. In success men 
do not readily make these proposals; in reverses 
they are ashamed to . . . there is always an excuse. 
The days, however, of “‘ buck-passing ”’ are over. 
The responsibility is now ours. America waits. 

GEORGE CATLIN 


Social Services 


Armed Forces 


Q@. II/fle What proviston has been made from publ‘ec resources for 
the families of men in the armec forces? 
e : } " t 

A, A fixed scale of family and. dependats' sllowances for 
men in the Services, including prisoners of war, and of pensions 

- a Ieee @ : a Qh 2 4 y Th, - . 
for widows anc other dpendats its in force. Th scale for a 
orivate soldier, on coygdition that he makes an allotment of 
73 a week from his pay, is 18s a week for his wife, 7s 646 for 
the first, Ss 6c for the second and ks a week for eech other 
child. For full details, see Citizen's Aé@vice Notes, 737-826 


LQO71 ; Ith9, also Locuments G3, Gu, Jd 


Special war service grants are svatlable, up te 


fe a week , in additicn to family allowances, to enable men 


in the Armed Forces to meet finenct Wh obligations likely to 
cause them sérious herdsh'o. See Citizens Advice Notes 79I, 


i 


194, Document G.5. 


Sociel Services <«. 


Qe ITZe Through whet public agencies are such activites 


acministeredad? 


A. The Pay Corns of the respectivse Services scminister 
the family anc cepencents' ellowances, payments Belierag oe!nz 
mefe through the Post Office, anc civilian investica ‘en work 
be‘ng cone by the Assistance “oard. fhe Winistry of Pensions 
adm’ risters widows’ anti depencents' pensions throuch the 
regionei ané area officers; bvoks of vouchera encas able at 
pest offices are ‘issues. ihe “ar service Urants Advisory 
Committéiee edvises the Ministry of rensions on the payment of 


War :ervice Grents. 


sociel Services, 4. 


>. —GSOOE PO Er ee EE Mee 


Armee: Orces 

Qe Il /%*e what types of eare have been developed which were 
net “* exit sténcs before tie wer? How fer ere these extens‘ ons 
of ex'sting agencies ance services and how far are they new 
acenc’eées anc ororrsmmes ? Inétca eae typos of care, home, or 
inst’tut‘onsl, ene reites in cash or kind, anc type of 
institutionel care, shelter, nosoiteal stc. Are funds availlsa jis 


— ew ~ _— ~ = —— —— a .. 3 + ' »* 
for emercency or long-time care or cotn? 


‘or the families 


boa. 


~ na ; —" P id T  @ 4 . ’ | . 
A» “O 8°@CiGi Eype Gl institut “wali care 


a. | 


— Se , 7 ’ ee eS . eit as , . 2 
of men tn the orees C€avyvelovec waicn was not m existence 


before te wer, when, 6.c%., the wives end chitdren of soldiers 


ae | 


berrseks were cilgtile for attention by militery cocectors, 
if they covlad g3 ere the time, anc for treatment ‘n mil‘tary 
hospitals if there Was room. 

ror the Goeretions of tne Army “elfere Lept., which is 


an entirely nev fz cdepsertment, see -ocument T.ie and answer 


For var Service grents, for men with exceptional financial 


commitments, see anaver to Q. [i/lIa 


Social Services \. 


Armed Forces 


ae e ' ath 4% & ot tn oF ek o~ , eo" 
ae 1/% AYG all pubite funds appropristec for 
. = ee f : . « & , , > © ein . - - 
these purposes | oroviai un for familtes of men tn the 


Krmec forces) form the Nationel -xehequer or < wirtical 


sub-civisons share in Pinanc’ ne both in prevision of care 


f , > ok e, e aoe’ 1 “weezy % £., 

Ae All puclic fumcs spent on social scrvices for 
2 ; . - : ~, 2 g > iL. 2 ~ 4 . o* . ' 

families and éepencants of men in the avmet forces a2 such 


ss 


: eo x. , 
come form the sattonal chequer. 


social Services 5. 


Q@. Ti/Se Has special orovision been made for the 
recruitment of professional welfare workers in cennection with 


a 


the orovision from public resources for the families of men 


& 


Ae Noa. 


2. 157% dave vobunteers been used by the public agencies 

in their work or heve the public agencies used some private 

organisstions of volunteers?’ 

Ae ithe welfare officers in ths commands, counties and 

local areas are all voluntary. See answer to QQ. <O/I 20/5 
Jse is made of the lecal agents of such voluntary 

organisations as the Soldiers! Sailors! and Airmen's Families 


-~<« 


Assn. See Document Jel. 


Social Services. 6. 


117%6 In what way and in what areas have private agencies 
functioned in the provision for families of men in the armed 


forces? 


A. See Document J.4%. for a list of the very numerous 
service charities; institutions and funds. 

See Document J.I. P.. for an account of the work 
of one of these societies, the Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen's 


Families Assn. 


Secial Services. 7. 


Armed Forces 


Q. Ih/ta What considerations led to the coverage of men in 
the armec forces bu old sge and orphans insurance in peace-time? 


What addtt’ nel steps have been taken as a result of the war? 


A. There is no soectal system of Old age and opxex 
orphans! pensions for men in the armed forces, tho gh pensions 
are svailable for regulars with a fixed number of years’ 
service, and orphens are proveided for by war pensions ( see 
answer to ..I1/Ta) 

Men in the armec forces, sre, however, automat! éally 
‘tnsureé under the ordinar national contr‘butory pensions scheme 
wh'le they are servinc. the amount of the weekly contribution 
{s Is id for men and 8£4 for women, of which the man psys 
6%é and the woman 5d. ressectively , the balance being paid 
from oublic funds. Men who sre already ‘nsured thus continue 
their rights unebated durinc their term of service, and men 
who were not priviously ‘nsured emerge from a period of more 
than two years! service with tnsurance r‘ghts which they may 
continue ‘f the: choose, ( See Documents NI, Ne, N43 


Citizens Advice Notes 752, 761) 


Secial Services %, 


Qe I/le. Aewee The consideration which led to the coverage 
of men in the armec forecs is that such men neec social 
insurence coverace to some extent white they are in ths 
forces, @.7. if @ solcier is killed ‘n an ordinary street 
eaccicent, atid te the ful! extent when they ars denmobilisecd, 

NOG changes of princtole have occurpe since the 
outbreak of war. the National Healtn Insurence anc 


aa & 


Contributory Pensions Act, 1949 2&3 %60.6, ¢.°) “conta‘tns 
all the prov‘siors mede for oreservine the continuity of 
health and pensions insurance payments end extends coverace 


‘rn resvect of these i:surances to saux* liar 


recular forces, See Vocumerts Ne, N3, R34. 


Social Services 9. 


Armed Forces 


Q2eth/To ahat political pressures led to the extension 
of covevage for 2m olf age and orphans insurence to members 
of the armec forces . Has th*s extension created sdministrative 


ai fficulties? 


A. No oalttical pressure esnnesars to have been acnli'ed 
escecilally in respect of members of the armed forces. 
No exceptional administrat've cifficultiss appear to have 


been crested. The insurance Pept. of the Mi:istry of tealth 


Army, atc Air Foree Insurenoce Pund, for Men who do not belong 


to any epo-rovec society, has been in ex‘stense since I 912. 


social Services I0 


Armed Forces 


Q. IB/Ic. Is *t expected that as a result of public 
pressure in later years the Government will heve to pay 
additional benefits over and above those now provided for 


war service, war injuries and deaths resulting from service 


connected disabilities? 


A. No, we do not expect a repetition of the U.S. veterans 
experience. Every effort is made to keep pensions out of 
politics. After the last war provision was made for »ensions 
to rise and fall wtth the cost of living, but they had 
eventually to be sa stabilised at the top of the boom in [I 9el. 


No such provision has been enacted this time. 
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Mi 


agile 


Stepney. 


Then followed long discussion as to what cConstituted "expenses." 


Did electricity? Did gas? etc. 


The woman got into a muddle, and they decided in the end that 


John should write out the expenses during the afternoon, and post them on. 


"Wel , would yur mother mind signing this?" 


Woman $ 
Jom: “She can't read or write, Can't I do it?" 
YES, if you likee You have to do it in pont i* I dontt know 


Womans "Oh, y | 
why, really. It s just one of their regulations." 


"Y don't know whether I should haye mentioned my younger brother, 


He's evacuated." 
"Oh, yes, we'll put him down - he's all extra expense, isn't he ?' 


Jomns 


Eunt for a pencil, signature appended 


Johnz "Wil you have a cup of tea?" 
Woman; “No, tha-ks - I'm juts going round to Lyons for iunch. Only I 


thought I'd finish of a few more, before I had my lunch. It isn't 
far, is it? I hasn't been here long - I've be@n working in Wapping, 


and all the wey uo the river.“ 
Henry: "I suppose you've got a lot to do round here. There's a lot of young 


men being called up round this way." 
"Oh, yes I'm very busy, at the moment. "(to John) "How do you stand 


for military service?" 
Lem: "It due to be called u» any minute." 
Yonmen: “What dod you say you were - a streghtcher-bearer. &2.18.6 
every ARP perso get the same?" 
Johns "No JI think it varies with oyur job. she decontamination geople 
get more. The trouble with being called up is, we won't be abe to 
carry on baeoshop . If Hemry goes, we'll have to close down . Mother 


can't manage it on her own." 
Woman; "Well, I'llimention that at the office - I don't know whether it'11 


do any good." 


Woman: 


e Does 


More signing and instructions. 


Thens 
"Well, that'll be alle And I hope you get exepmtion, because I think 


Womans; 
you ought to stay and look after the shop, instead of go into the army." 


(She goes.) 


Eenry: "So do I." 
Jom: "It'd be all right if they were all like that. But I don't suppose 


she can do anything." 
Henrys "I shell be glad when this is all over. God!" 


Stenney- Ae 1-H. 
Army Commensation. 


we | 
nai cane acacia 


+ : Living-room at the back of small general shop. 


S$uall. shopkeepers are slightly better-off than the average Stepney family. 
Tit wx Lax 


Ww 2 eDell. 


At 2.5.p.m., the younger son (M@C) called but from the shop, "John, there's 
a woman from the War Offi@e, came and give her a few details J" ve told her all 
I know." 


John (MRJC) ,el¢der son, called back, "As her t» come in." 


She woman (45) spread her papers out on the table and sat down. She wented 
particulars about the family incae, s» that she could arrmage for s@dier's 
dependents' pension, as the y unger sn had been medically examined, and was 

due to be called p very soon. 


“How 0148s your mother?" 

"57, I think - or 58." 

"57 will doe How old's your father?" 

"Nnead." 

"Does your mother get a pension?" 

"no." 

ne "Why not?" 

a Henry:"Yes, why not?" 

Joh: “She's f reign, you gee." 

Woman:“Well, I'm learning things. That s the first time I heard that foreigners 
didn't get pensions. Sorry to Rave to ask for all these things, but we 
just have , to." 

John: "Oh, that s quite all right." 

Yoman; "“ho else*lives here?" 

"iy sister - Eva. " 

"What does she do?" 

"Typist." 

"Hw old?" 

"2, I think , or 2q" 

"Well, has she had her elst birthday party?" 

"TJ don't think so." 

"BO, then. How much does she earn, roughly?" 
Johns "Oh, about 35/-, I should think." 

" Henry “Thirty, wore like it, I think. Smething like that, anyway." 

Wonan:" ‘ow much rent to you pay = excuse me asking , but we have to find out " : 

John; "ch, thates quite all right. Does that have to include everything? Land © ; 
tax, and insurance and all other expenses?" | 

Woman; "I don't know. Yes, I should think so. They seem to exvect everyone to 
live in flats, round here. They only leave room for tikmex the sort of _ 

| sum the people in flats pay - they pay everything inclusive, then itts , 

y very simp le." a 
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Stepney. 4e[eM- 
My 


Next came the business of listing the expneses.. There was a 
huge pile of receipts on the wireless, and some more in various boxes and 
hend-bags, and more tucked away in corners, but inevitably, the ones in 
demand were not to be found. Oafter much persuasion, the mother (65 ) 

remembe red that the last rent paid was £4.16 for the Quarter. but no-one 
could recollect whether the next rent due Was Aj - more, or 4 - less. 


All three rushed around, poking on Corners, openeing drawers. They 
all became het up, and it was quite half an hour before they had evrfrything 
reasonably settled. To add to the bother, the shop bell kept ringing . 


"“hat" moralised Jom "“shews the ned@d for always keeping every single 
receipt that cames into the house." 
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HAN SARD, Be ad . 
De ee o9,. Ora igswers eas 


BRITISH ARMY iL 
Dependants' Allowances : 


Mr, Dobbie asked tne Secretary of State for War whether, 


in view of the difficulty of soldiers'and soldiers' wives 
obtaining form M.S*A*C, 10 or 21, he will take steps to have 
such forms available at the local headquarters of organisations 
catering for tne interests oi the men in the armed forces of 

the Crown? 

The Minister of Pensions (Sir Walter Womergley): I have been 
asked to reply. There is not now, understand, any real 
difficulty in obtaining the forms referred to. Soldiers serving 


at home can obtain them through the regimental paymaster,and 
wives of soldiers serving overseas can obtain them on making 


application by postcard to the nearest office of the 


Unemployment Assistance Board. il1 am considering the desirability 
of making these forms available at other convenient centres. 
Mr. Dobbie: -iIn view of the fact that officers are still 
informing soldiers that they have no knowledge of this 
regulation and that there are women in this country whose 
husbands have been in the Army since August who have not yet 
had their first military payment, does not the Minister think 
that it is a reflection on the organisation and a bloody 
disgrace to the whole Government? 

Non, Members: Order! 

Mir, Ypearker rose -- 

Dobbie: I want an answer. In my constituency 1 know of 
women with eight and nine children who have had no payment 
yet from the Government. I want justice for these women, 
these wives of our soldiers. (HON. MEMBERS:"Order!") You 
cannot say "Order" to hungry women and children. This weekend, 
in my constituency, I have seen women who have had to go to 
the pwn shop to pam their things in order to get food for 
their children, and their husbands have been in the Army since 
the beginning of September. (HON. MEMBERS: "Order!") I do 
not care a damm about Qder. 

Mr, Speaker: The hon. Member wili immediately apologi se to 
the House or I shall have to name him. 

Mr, Dobbie: In the name of these hungry people Il cannot give 
any apology to anybody in this House or in this cowmtry. 

Mr. Speaker: I shall have to order the hon. Member to leave 
the house. ) 

Mir. Dobbie: On behalf of these people I leave the House 
because to me the needs of these people are greater than the 
prestige of this House, 


The hon. Member withdrew accordingly. 


HANSARD, Pe 425 6.12.99 
Oral Answers. 
CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT 


Major-General Sir Alfred Knox asked the Secretary of State 
for War whether in the Honourable Attillery Company the 
clothing and eguipment of volunteers and of Militia is now 
in all respects the same? 

Mr, Hore-Belisha: The scale of clothing is the same for all 
personnel, but some men may not yet have received a service 
greatcoat or a second pair of boots and the majority will not 
have been issued with a second suit of uniform, The issue 

of service greatcoats is now being completed. The second pair 
of boots and second suit of uniform are being issued as 
quickly as supplies permit. 

Sir A, Knox: Does my right hon. Friend think it wise that 
ilitiamen should get a complete outfit on joining and that 
some of these Territoriais, who have been scrving for one or 
two years, are still without a complete outfit? Might not 

all xm ofthem be put on the same scale? 
Mr. Hore-Bétisha I will look into that matter, 
; Can the right hon. HBentleman assure the 
ouse that every man now has a greatcoat? 
Mr. Hore-Belisha: I am not sure. I1 said that the issue is 
now being completéd. There are enough greatcoats now; but 
I would not like to say that every man has had one, 

Shinw : Is it not a serious state of affairs that at 
this time of the year all the men in the Forces have not a 
gereatcoat? 
Mr, Hore-Belish2: livery man should have a greatcoat --.1 
was speaking of Service greatcoats -- and every provision is 
being made to that end. 
Sir A. Knox: How is it that militiamen get a complete outfit 
on joining, while these Territorials who have served two or 
three years are passed over’ 


Mr, Hore-Belisha: I have said that I will look into that matter. 


HANSARD, pe 429. 5012039 
Oral answers. 
LIAISON OFFICERS 


Brigadier-General Spearg asked the Secretary of State for War 
whether officers of field rank and upwards, employed in the 
missions attached to the French Army or as liaison officers, 
have passed the interprétership examination in French? 

Mr. Hore=-Belisha: Fluency in French is not the only qualification 
needed for these appointments, but the selection of officers 
of field rank and uvwards has, as far as possible, been 
confined to those who have either passed the interpretership 
examination or been tested by French national examiners. I 
am informed that the liaison is excellent. 

Brigadier-General Spears: That does not answer my question. 

I asked how many field otficers have passed this examination? 
Mr, Horee-Belishas I think the hon. and gallant Member will sée 
that I have m swered the question on the Order Paper. The 

question he intended to ask is not the one on the Order Paper. 

Brigoadier-General Spears: Has the head of the mission attached 
to the French Commanderein-Chief passed the examination? 

Mir, HoreeBelisna: The Major-General attached to the French 

 Commanderein-Chief is well know as amost fluent French 
scholar, and is giving the highest satisfaction to the 

Command#in-Chief and to ourse¥Yves. , 
bLrigadier-General Spears: How does the right hon. Gentleman 

know that he is a fluent rench scholer is he has not passed 

the examination? 
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CENSORSHIP (INVERNESS) 


Mr, Maters: Is the right hon. Gentleman aware that some of 
these appointments are looked upot™the district es being 
cases of gross nepotism and fevouritism, and can he say that 
in a number of cases the clerical and other people who were 
put forward vy the Lmployment xhhanges were not more 
qualified than those who were appointed to the posts? 
_Mpvy Hore-Belishas 1 did not say that. I said that where 
there is an inland censorship it is now advisable to have 
local personnel, for obvious ieasons, This censorsnip had 
to be established with great urgency for particular reasons 
of national safety. It was not easy to get peonvle to go to 
inverness immediately. They had to be displaced. That is how 
these appointments were made. 

ir, G, Strauss: Can the right hon. Gentleman say whether the 
ex-brigadier=egeneral, his wife, son, and daughter are still 
on the staff’ 

Mr, Hore=Belisha: I have no reason to suppose they have left 
the county. 

Mr. McGovern: Are there any more children in the family’ 


HANSARD, p. 430. 
5.12.39 
LEAVE, EXPEDITIONARY FORCE 


Mr, Mander asked the Secretary of State for War whether 

he is aware that serias édissatisfaction had been caused 
enong ke British troops in France py the refusal to grant 
home leave unvil after six months' service or before 
Sra April, 1940, and that many men had no embarkation 
leaves; and whether he will reconsider the matter and make 
clear the rules affecting leave’? 

Mir. Hore=Belishas The hon. Member seems to be under a 

misapprenension. the Commender-in-Chief wishes to ensure 
that, so tar as the military situation makes it possible, 
no man shall spend more than six months in France without 
leavee i1t will be aopreciated that leave must be spread, 
and I understand that special consideration will be given 
to those who had no embarkation leave. 

Mr. Mender: Is the right hon. Gentleman aware that there is 
a great deal of misunderstanding about tnis in France, and 
that I have had not only a letter from a soldier constituent 
but also a letter from the Army chaplain who censored the 
soldier's leuter saying that there is great dissatisfaction; 
and will he be good enough to take the necessary steps to 
see tnat correct information is givén to the soldiers in 
“rance? 

lir. Hore-Belisha: I do not think the misapprehension can be 

widesprend. lhe lists are being prepared in every unit. 
If the particular man to whom the non. Member refers suffered 
from any misapprehension I hope that it will be corrected. 

Mix. Manders Perhaps the right non. Gentleman will allow me 
to show him the letter from the Army chaplain saying that 
there is widespread feeling. - 

Mr. Hore=-Belisnas: Will the non. Gentleman please send it to me” 
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EGONOMIC RECONSTRUCTION 


Mr. Craveneiilis asked the Prime Minister whether he will give 
consideration to the appointment of a ministe: of industry 
and economic reconstruction at an early date with the 
responsibility of examinang and working out plans with local 
authorities and industry, which will give employmeit to His 
Majesty's Forces Wnen returning to civilian life as well as 
those now employed on the manufacture of arms and munitions? 

The Prime Minister (lr, Chamberlain): I am wiiable to add to the 

reply wnich I gave my non. Friend on 26tu Septembex. 

Mr, Cravenj-tilis: Does now my right non. Iriend appreciate 
that it takes some five years to vrepare employment schemes, 
and may il have an assurance that this matter will be 
considered by the Government at an early date’ 

tue Prime Minister: I cannot add anything to what I nave said 
Del oree 
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CLERICAL WORK, WAR OF “ICH 


ling Mckntiee asked tue Secretary pirSvate ror War wnat number 
Oi male clerk cs o1 all grades nave be.n discnarge d Irom nis 
Meparimen. slice gna September last; Wuat number ol these 
wexse ex=-service mens; anc whet number of remale cierks oi all 
grades were aiscnearged duriig the same period? 

liz, HorejwBelisuas Lue answer is vwuiet csignt male clerks, all 
@X=BSELVICE, | and no remale clerks nave peen aiscnarged Irom 
wie War Otrice.e Figures ior out-stations could not be 
obtained without considerable inquiry. 

Mr, Meunteesasked the Secretayy of State for War what number 
of serving soldiers have been released from military duties 
to undertake clerical work in his Department ; and what 
number of those so reiteased have been given executive rank? 

Mre “oreeBelisnas Soldiers employed on clerical work in the 
cea! Vitice are not rekeased from military duties. 
lir, Mcintees Will the right hon. Gentléman explain just what 
he mea s by that? Some of tnuese men have been there since 
the beginning of the war, and how can they be doing military 
duties in the ordinarily accepted sense ot the term when they 
are in fact doing ordinary clerical work at the War Office? 

lir, Ho.e-Beiisha: 1l was following the phraseology used by the 
hon. Gentleman, but it is one military duty to undertake 

clerical work, Tere are clerks in the Army. 

Mir, lictntees Is that not really an evasion, and wil! not the 
right hon, Gentleman asgswer tne question Why tnese menare 

taken away from their ordinary military duties to do work 

that can be performed by ordinary clerks, not soldiers at all? 

_— whole thing is becoming a scandal. 

» Horej=Belisha: No, Sir. They are performing their military 
“iities; they are military clerks. 
i : I cannot get an answer, and Iwill put the question 


dowm again. 
Mi, Ho. e-Beiish.: I gave the hon. Member an answer. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS OFFICIAL REPORT (SAL) 


2 _King-Hall asked the Financial Secretary to the 

reasury what has besci: the average number of copies of the 
OFFICIAL RiPORT sold by His Majesty's Stationery Office each 
week since the outbresk of war? 

Captain Crookshank:s Tine number of copies sold during the first 
eight weeks of the war has varied from 1,216 to 1,469 covies 
a week, the average being 1,328 copies. Particulars of sales 
for the period after the end of ‘ctober are not yet availzble. 

Commander Kingedall asked the Financial Secretary to the 
Treasury whether any public funds have been expended during 

the past l2.months in promoting the sale of the OFFICIAL REPORT, 
either in this country or abroad? 

Cavtain Crookshank: No, Sir, out the OFFICAL REPORTS are 
mentioned in all the Sthationery Office publishing lists and 
catalogues curculated at home and abroad. 
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Business of the House 
{SECRET SITTING 


Mr. Attlee (by Private Notice) asked thePrime Minister whether 
he has considered the request for a Secret Session? 
Tne Prime Minister: I am prepared to agree to the right hon. 
~Gentlemai's request and give one day for a Secret “~itting of 
the House to consider those matters for which the Minister of 
Supply is specially responsible. The date of the Sitting will 
be for arrangement through the usual channels. 
lnurtle: Before the Prime Minister decided to take this 
course, did he satisfy himself that there are no longer any 
Trebitsch Linco'ins in this iouse? 
lir. Attlee: May I ask thePrime Minister whether he proposes that 
the Debate should take place on a particular Motion? He 
stated that we were to be restricted to the Ministry of Supply, 
but the points put forward embrace not only the Ministry oi 
Supply, out general supvlies of war materials and equipment. 
the Prime M3 r: The Debate will be on the Motion for the 


Adjounmnment. 
Si. Archibald Sinclair: Vill the right hon. Gentleman make it 


clear tnat we shall be able to discuss the general question of 
suo»ly, and that we shall not be limited to those measures 
of supply which ordinarily come under the Ministry of Supply? 

line Denvill ¢ Yould it not be better to advertise all that takes 
place in the newspa wpers? 

The Prime Minister: In reply to tne right hon. Gentleman, the 
Debate will be on matters generally connected with the question 
of suppsy s 

Sir Villiom Davison: May I ask whether the Ladies’ Gallery will 
~ be oven aur ine the Secret Session as it is not directly a part 
Oo. the House? 

ir, MeGovern: No, the old ladies will be down here, 

Commander Sir Archibald “outhby: If during the course of the 
Debate it appears that a large number of Members desire to 

take part, will my right hon. Friend consider extending the . 

Devate to anoth 1er day? 

The Pr} Li ; 1 cannot give more than one day. 
ReareAdmiral Beamish: On a point of Order. May I ask you, cir, 
whether: there is any Standing Oider which controls Members of 
the House in rega:d to what takes place at the Secret Session? 

l ask that question because, in looking at Standing Order 

Noe 39, it seems to me to be perfectly clear that, as long as 
a Member only gives information in the course of conve rsation, 
he isat liverty to say exactly what takes place at a Secret 
session, and that it is only if he permits publication either 
in a public speech or in some form of printed puvlication that 

ne can get into trouble with this House. | shouiid like your 

Ruling as to whether I am at complete liberty to tell my 
constituents, which it is my intention to do unless there is 
a reason against it, as to what occurs at the Secret Session. 


P, 454 Pad 


Speaxers There is no Standing Order dealing with a Secret 
Sesston, but the idea ora Secret Session is thet it should be 
Secret. 

Lieut-Colonel Acland-Iroyte: “ill the Prime Minister undertake 
to give away no secrets at the Secret Session? 

Sir W, Davison: May Il have a reply to my g uestion whether the 
Ledies' Gallery will be unoccupied? 

Mr, Speaker: It was in the last war. 

Miss Rathbone: Is the Ledies' Ga lery in any different position 
from any other gallery, and was not the hon. Gentleman's 
question, therefore, merely intended as an insult to women? 

Mr. Speakers I understand that the Ladies' Gallery is not part 
of the House, and in the last war ledies were not admitted 
to it during a Secret Session. 

Sir W,. Davison: Will the hon. Lady withdraw what she said about 
my remark being an insult to women’? 

Mr. Stephens May I ask whether the proceedings of this Secret 
session will be reported in the OFFICIAL REPORT ABs well as 
in the ordinary Press? 

Miss iathbones In my question I made it clear that I merely 
wanted to know whether the Ladies! Gallery was in any different 
position from any other gallery, but I understand from l’r,. 
Speaker's answer that there is a difference, and that 
exonerates the hon. Member from any intention of insulting 
WOMEN ¢ 
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WER (EXPARTS, IMPORTS AND PRODUCTION) 


Mr. Rhys Davies asked the Chancellor of the ixchequer whether 
he will state the total quantity of standard barrels of beer 
exported and of beer imported for home consumption in tne 
United K ingdom for the year ended 3lst March 1959? 

Captain Crookshanks The total quantities of beer imparted into 

and exported from the United Kingdom during the year ended 

S18 2 larch, 1939, were as follows: 


Standard barrels 


imports” 834,935 
Lxports 
wrote and manufacture of 
the United Kingdom 206 4654 
Rejwexports of imported veer - 26,780 
Sir R, Young asked the Chancellor of the Excnequer whether he 


will State the number of bulk barrels of beer produced in 
Hnglend and Northern Ireland, in Scotland and in the United 
Kingdom with the average speciric quantity in eacn case during 
tne year ended jist March 193y? 

Captain Crookshank: I assume that the second part of the question 
is intended to refer to tne average origin: 1 gravity. the 
numbers of pulk barrels ot beer produced in iingland and Wa és 
and horthern ireland, scotland and the United Kingdon, 
recpecnsvaty, with the average original gravities in each case 
during the year ended 3lst March 1959, were as follows: 


Average 

Bulk barrleés Gravity 
England & ales and Ni, Ireland 22,781,168 1040 ,86 
Scotland 1 ,08/ 4350 LO41,%6 
United Kingdom 24 46/4 ,992 1040 ,95 


BREWGRS | LICHKNCHS. 

Sir Re Lounge | asked the Cnancellor of the ixchequer whether he will 
otc¥s the number of brewers‘: licenses taken out in England md 
Wales and Scotland, respectively, in the year ended Sist March, 
19358, distinguisning brewers for sale from brewers not for sale? 

Captain Crookshank: Tue rtigures for the year ended Slst March 1058, 
are published in the report of the Commissioners of Customs and 
ixcuse for that year, and I assume tnat the hon. Member desires 
tne figures for the year ended 3lst Merch, 1959, Theyare as 
follows: 


ar . 


imgland & Wales Scotland 
| Number Number 
Brewers for sale 844 40 


Brewers not tor sale 0» 900 Ly Lol 


® 
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Debake pn the Address Amendment 


Sir Samuel Hoareseeel have almost rinished my survey oi the 


present positioi, out 1 would lise tcoring into this part of 
my speécu the other side of the supply problem, It was 
suggested in a supplementary question wuils afternoon thet the 
supply problems go mucii furvher chan the supply questions arisin; 
actually in the Binistry of Supply, for instance, tne supply 
questions connected witn aircraft production. there + can claim, 
without giting iniormation that would be of value to tie enemy, 
tnuat we are now doubling our air production. 1 wiil now pass 
to the other field of activivy, the field of shipbuliding. 
there again, as the “ouse Will remember we nave a programme -- 
Mir. Her Thorriso;i: Cou..a che right non. Vertleman say since 
when we nave veer doubting our air production’ 
Sis Samucl 8 23 Since the vegliuning of tne war. 


Sir_ A, Sincitaiz: Since. Septemver’ 
Sir Yamuei Hoare: I said we are engaged in a programme wnich ial 


end in doubling it. ” 


Si: A, gnciair: Can the right hon. Gentleman say when it will end 


in doubling the production? 


Sir S. Heares I cannot, and obviously, the right hon. Gentleman 


would not press me on that point. 
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Soldiers* expenditure in Country Unit. 22=-6-41.HN. 

An inquiry was made into the expenditure of soldiers in a 
small country army unit. All are billeted in private billets. The 
nearest centre of communal life is the small village with two pubs, no 
picutwre house, no clubs of any kind. The nearest town is 3d ride away, 


and to go to Newcastle costs 1/-1] return. Here is @ very short 


exposé of how privates spent their money. All budgets of 20 men were 
eondensed and averaged to the following result: 
Income: 10/- 


Cigarettes:- 6/- 
Beer 3/~ 
Bus fares l/- 
Teas, food 1/- 


This is the summary of all budgets. Here are a few different personal 


ones: 
M.25.C. Private in RA MeC. Puritan & non-drinker. 
. £ ¢ 
Income} 10 


Cigarettes 6 


Fares 2 

Pictures l 

Teas 1/6 

Stamps o 

M.20.C. Private in ReA-MeC. Non-smoker, non-drinker. 

a 

Income 12 

Fares 4/ 8 


Teas,friend 2 6 

Pictures 8 

Football matches, entertainment with friend(male), sometimes 
paying: ) 

Stamps etc. 4 


M.25.C. Private in R.A.M.C. Drinks, smokes, gambles. 


Income 10 
Cigeettes 6 
Beer 1-8 to 5/- (depends off money won or lost at cards) 


1 
diet a sweets - to 1-6. 


M.20.D. Private in West Yorks Regt. 


. £ Ss d 
Income iX@ 10 
Cigarettes - «= 
Beer 4 
Sweet and pictures 5 
Fares sm § 


This inquiry into expenditure revealed that in ad 1 cases of 
smokers, if they ould get the cigarettes, the men spent very nearly 
half their inwome on smoking. ‘there was not one private who had enough 
gus money to buy anything but very little items of pleasure, i.e. cigarette: 
sweets, bus fares, pidures and a few drinks. Most of the "drinkers® 
smokers séid.they were broke "by Wednesday", and many of them after the 

“Fridagy night do". There was a great deal of discontent revealed in the 
interviews. They seemed to think 'what do you ask for?' Most of them 
answered: "Oh it's easy." There was some sarcasm about getting just 
enough for smokes, and then having the hell of a job to buy those. 

The cost of living did not come in very much, because thea rmy allowance 
was the only sum paid to the @ landlady, and ther8fore no worry of theirs. 
The soldiers questioned were all privates and all married or havire to 
make an allowance. Being in the ranks of an xfmmkky infantry regiment 

(the R.A.M.C. men are all married), they have to make a family allowance, 
end thus all incomes were 10/- or 12/- (tradesman) a week. 

On hew quick they spent it theywere fairly unanimous. There was nothing 
left after Wednesday, and it was just a qestion of waiting for pay day. 
Very few spent anything on women, except a few pictures occasionmally. 
*hey couldn't possibly afford it, and their main objective was their 
cherished smokes, or one or two quick ones and a night out in the ne@ est 
pub. Several of them got money from home, from parents mainly, but the 


poorest married men complained bitterly of allowances, saying their 


%) 
wives couldn't manage on it. With the N.C.@s. it was seen how more 
money is spent. 

Those earning more than £1 a weck, clear of their allowances, 
were all fr the village life. They spent about the same on cigarettes 
and ¢drink, although there were exceptions. Smoking in two cases cost 
over 10/- weekly, if they were reasonably lucky in getting them. 

Drink rose to about 6 or 8 shillings with the same two, and in one case 
that of a police corporal noted for drink and smake, all his income plys 
what he could get extra, went on beer and cigarettes. Furthermone he 
was broke by Tuesday night, whilst all other N.C.0Os. had quite enough 
to last them the week. 

Here is the budget of anm R.A.MeC. corporal, who had 25/- a 
week clear of allowance: 

Cigarettes 

Pictures 

Bus fares 

Beer 

Shoes (mending for dancing) 

6 
Tooth Paste 2 
Gambling Won 13 during the week. Wins and losses 
average during the months 

He told Inv. that he had quite enough, and that he saved quite a it. He 
used to save during two or three weeks, and then spent the lot, or a 


big sum having a really supertime with a woman for a week-end. He is 


marridd, but spparated and very much a woman's man. 


In conclusion it can be said that N.C.Os., or any soldiers with 


an income of £1 a week or over find themselves satisfied, and just meet 
their needs. This is true of all over the Corporal rank, and of those 


soldiers with a reasonable comfort at home, who do not need to make 


an allowance of any king In the case of our unit it only concerns N.C.Ose 
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NEXT OF KIN 
Any change becoming known is to be duly noted with date of 
NOTE.—No entry in these pages has any legal effect as a WILL (se2. 


Nearest 
degree of 


r¢lationship. 


Names. 


. 
» \ 
Wife. 


Barbara Inaytia. 


Date. 


Children. 
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Father. 
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* State whether brothers are older or younger. 
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NOW LIVING. 
such change and reported by 0.C. Unit to the Officer.i/e Records. 
pages 12 to 14). 


Latest Known Address in fill. 
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SOLDIERS’ WILLS. 


1. The soldier should always be careful to insert 
particulars of his relatives on pages 10 and 11 but it must 
be clearly understood that the entry of a name on those 
pages has not the legal effect of a Will and does not 
have any influence on the distribution of a soldier’s estate. 
Unless a soldier duly makes a Will, his estate has to be 
distributed in accordance with the laws of Intestacy and 
the person whom he might intend to benefit may receive 
little or no share in the distribution. 


2. The Soldier’s Will should be made out either on 
the separate Form provided for that purpose, or on one 
of the Forms contained in this Book, or on a separate 
sheet ot paper, and unless he is on active service or under 
orders for active service, the testator must be of the age 
of 21 years, with the exception that a Scotsman can 
always dispose of movable property (as distinguished from 


heritable property—see paragraph 10) when of the age of 


]4 years or over. 


3. The bequests in the Will may be varied according 


to the circumstances and wishes of each Soldier; but 
the form of attestation and the general outline of the 


Will, as shown in the following Forms, are e to be carefully 
followed. . 


4. The Will must be signed by the testator with his 
name (or, if he cannot write, with his mark), in the 
presence of two witnesses, who must be present together ; 


and the Will must be acknowledged and attested in the — 


presence of all three, and dated. 


* 


- §.:A’ persoii to whom money, ete., is left by the Will, 
| or the ‘husbaiid’ or‘ wife -of such a person, should not be 
ari attesting ‘witness, for the gift’ would not’ be good, 
but he’ or sort may be appointed | an executor. 


6. ‘In- English. Jaw a Will may be ‘revoked ° by the 
mairiage -of the testator, and ‘therefore’ a new Will ought 
to.fbe made after marriage if desired.. By the law of 
Scotland, the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man, the 
rights of the widow or children to some part of the estate 
cannot be defeated by a Will. | 


G- Af any alteration. is made in the wiitled of a Will, 
the signatures of the testator and the witnesses ought 
to be-made in the margin or other part of the Will, opposite 
to er near such alteration; or at the foot or end of, or 
Opposite: to, a memorandum referring to’ such alteration 
and written.at the end, or some other part of the Will. 


~8."But an alteration. or addition may be made by a 
Codicil (that is to- Say, by an addition to the Wil), 
executed and witnessed in the same way as the Will. 


9. When on active service in the field, or when he has 
been placed under orders for active service, a soldier of 
English, Guernsey or Manx domicile is privileged to make 
his Will in writing without the attesting witnesses (see 
pages 19 and 20), or to declare the same by word of 

} mouth in the presence of witnesses, and if the testator _ 
is of English domicile he can dispose of all his property, 
of whatever kind. 


* 


| 10. A soldier of Scottish, Jersey or Guernsey domicile 
can make a written Will without witnesses at any time, 
provided that it is entirely in his own handwriting and 
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dated and signed by him at the foot of the document. 
A soldier of Scottish domicile can dispose by Will of 
movable property, at any time, when of the age of 
14 years or over, but heritable property situated in 
Scotland cannot be disposed of by Will by a soldier 
under 21 years of age, unless he is at the time on active 
service in the field or under orders for active service. 
Heritable property includes land and houses and rights 
in and to the same; movable property includes money, 
stocks, shares and certificates of money value, jewellery 
and other personal articles. 


11. When any of the forms of Will on pages 15 to 20 
have been completed by the soldier, it is in his interests 
to have the Will placed in safe custody, and Officers i/c 
Records have special facilities for doing this. The 
soldier should, therefore, on completing either of the Will 
forms, ask the Officer Commanding the Company, etc.,, 
to extract the Will from Army Book 64, and to arrange 
its despatch to the Officer i/e Records concerned, the 
counterfoil slip being completed by the Officer who 
extracts the Will. 
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Army Form B. 2089. 


ON COMPLETION TO BE DESPATCHED TO 
OFFICER IN CHARGE RECORDS BY 
0.C. UNIT. 

FORM OF WILL to be used by a 
soldier desirous of leaving the whole of 
his Property and Effects to one person. 

(See page 17 for Form of WILL leaving 
legacies to more than one person.) 


(a) Signature 
of soldier in full. L, (a) pees cbr edeabobedebe snseededesaguonbsins itekse quaucetuiaatesiane 


(6) Rank and (6) 
army number. 


DEF NN CD iis vcccsosinijnssncincetsacenbecihcssdasescuneresmeenisianesseugieeenl: 


hereby revoke all Wills heretofore made by 
me at any time, and declare this to be my 
last Will and Testament. 


Ce EL IID CE) on ve ivisesi ecccdccccenessnssniversststenael 
address of 
[xecutor. 


eeeeeeeeeeseeeOeSeeeeseeeeseeeeoeseeeeeeseeePeeveeeeeeneneeve2e2 666 Pee reeesevessessesoe 


to be the Executor of this my Will. 


After payment of my just Debts and 
Funeral Expenses, I give all my Estate and 
Effects, and everything that I can give or 


ie)... Ament goes. OF- 40 WY {6} tain sccmacuagaite 
‘*friend,”’ or, if 
a relative, in 
what degree. Cckbhed db kkobs dowesds Abs Nah b6S6 bch aR SObk MMR bhekabaeosaS eae ak b aaenee 


C2) Weak WGN CF) vcs ce ccecescene siedibainid lc haba eeas es babussiebink kissin endear eal 
and address of 


¢ iat a ee eS Oe a ek 2 aon 


16 3 
(g) Date. Signed this (g)................day * ee por 
< 19... 
I i as 


of soldier. 


(i) Insert full Signed and acknowledged by the said (2) 


name of soldier 
making Will. 


the same having been previously read over 
to him as and for his last will, in the presence 
of us, present at the same time, who, in his 
presence, at his request, and in the presence 
of each other, have hereunto subscribed our 
names as Witnesses. * 


(j) Witnesses 
to sign here. 


TY sssacissuissiiinesilpiusisiemiieishcentabeinieapeisihincaiihinas dahil 


(k) Add ad- ( k) 


FA lg a Siccccdgteelei ands ieusecaveccdceescistelummecduiaesickioaees a 
Le) Aichichacasamenbindsbinininaestbimesviiaiaiaload sibiaial 
GINS CEE SIE ESTE Ae ie PE ss sioihabieiees 


-*N.B.—Witnesses must NOT be persons 


intended to benefit under the Will, or 
husbands or wives of such persons. 


EO. WHOM: OO ik vicerccs dc cacces 


Date Will extracted........ 


Signature of Officer..... 


Army Form B. 2089, 


ON COMPLETION TO BE DESPATCHED TO 
OFFICER IN CHARGE RECORDS BY 
O.C. UNIT. 

FORM OF WILL to be used by a 
soldier desirous of leaving legacies to some 
one or more persons, and the residue to 
another or others. 


(See page 15 for Form or WILL leaving 
everything to one person.) 


(a) Signature | 
of soldier in full. i (a) eseecece arane ant. Ccceesecess lak an <5 laches ° 
(0) Rank and (b) oo. Snr eer omer ag + Wee ona ge 


army number. 


(c) Regiment. (Cc) sosbnseichensentnosenssnnpeencihcss ella laillailielaesd fae Bae 


hereby revoke all Wills heretofore made by 
me at any time, and declare this to be my 
last Will and Testament, | 


(4) Nameand I appoint (A) ............cce-eee Putian oi enipeeshale 
address of 
Executor. 


to be see Executor of this, my Will. 


After payment of my just .Debts and 


(e) Insert Funeral Expenses I give to my ( €)eecteratenorenn 
“friend,” or, if | | 
a relative, in | ee 
what degree. 


‘ 
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’ 
: 
; 
if 
_ 
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Pe ee FS hock ecu cc dc sbpae0h codenncscdncsidccaincdcisceciakesolh sccossah bees ines 
mY address (Y) 


of person. 


(g) State ar- (9) 
ticles or money ecsceceoces Spesewans segs ees ees "gga data ca Seeeeeecesesenesesesese ry) 


intended to be . 
given. and I give to my (€)..............cce00e itocmcaeasecn 
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All the rest of my 7 Estate nail Effects, and 
everything that I can give or dispose of, 
I give and bequeath absolutely to my (e) 


SeeeeeeeeeoeeGeeeesceeeeeeeeeeceeeeeseeceeeeseeeeeeeeeCeeeesed S@eeerseeeseeeeeo ee ee2 a 


EF Piianniad cdvsissat liesasnn seikidaneenapcaisibeeincctinaednnsuania ani 


(h) Date. Signed this (h)........... day of 


(t) Signature (2)... Sec vette Ghdkntrendaroadcdestesssvsaaneet sabe ce 
of soldier. ee 
(j) Full name Sioned and acknowledged by the said (j) 
of soldier 
making Will. 
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the same having been previously read over 
to him as and for his last Will, in the presence 
of us, present at the same time, who, in his 
presence, at his request, and in the presence 
of each other, have hereunto subscribed our 
names as Witnesses. * 


(k) Witnesses () 
to sign here. 


(t) Add ad- (0) .......... ses cp psniins viaann caaaditwseiatii Nie aacleagapelee: ie 
dresscs in full. 


| ER RES ihenetnsciiesiininapiibesieiaiiidiatiiabiliesd aba 
* See footnote, page 16. 


eee 


wie *f 


Date Will extFacted.... 
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Signature of Officcr...........060.. 


SOLELY FOR USE ON ACTIVE SERVICE. The Will on page 20 
must NOT be used until you have been placed under orders for 
Active Service. 


SHORT FORM OF WILL. 


(Write Wil on next page.) 


If a soldier on active service, or under orders for active service, 
wishes to make a short Will, he may do so on the next page. 
It must be entirely in his own handwriting and must be signed 
by him and dated. The full names and addresses of the persons 
whom he desires to benefit, and the sum of money or the articles of 
property which he desires to leave to them, must be clearly stated. 
The mere entry of the name of an intended legatee en the nex! 
page without any mention of what the legatee is to receive is of no 
legal value. 


The following is a specimen of a Will leaving all to one person :— 
In the event of my death I give the whole of my property and 
effects to my mother, Mrs. Mary Bull, 999, High Street, Aldershot. 


(Signature) GEORGE BULL, 
Fusilier, No. 1973, Royai Fusrs. 


Date 5th August, 1914. 


The following is a specimen of a Will leaving legacies to more than 
one person :— 


In the event of my death I give £10 to my triend, Miss Rose 
Smith, of No. 1, High Street, London, and I give £5 to my sister, 
Miss Maud Bull, 999, High Street, Aldershot, and | give the 
remaining part of my property to my mother, Mrs. Mary Bull, 
999, High Street, Aldershot. 


(Signature) GEORGE BULL, 
Fusilier, No. 1973, Royal Fusrs. 


Daie sth August, 1914. 


Soldiers arc, however, recommended to makea formal Will before 
embarkation on A.F. B. 2089, or one of the forms of formal Will 
provided on p. 15 and p. 17, and to hand it to their Commanding 
Officer for transinission to the Record Office for safe custody. 
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NOT be used unti] you have been placed under Beg rs 
Active Service 


WILL, 


(For use if the Soldier has not already madea Will or an 
alter one already made. See instructions on previous page.) 


ON COMPLETION TO BE DESPATCHED TO OFFICER 
CHARGE RECORDS BY 0.C. UNIT. 


APPA Pee ee eee ees eT) 


Stgnaitive....:.6-8.... 


*seeeeeeeGeeee ese eeeeeceesereeceeeseeeeee 


Rankand Iegimeni......00...0.....6. sins 


Army Numver.......,. 
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Inilirects on Pay in the Services, GD. 
6 Biel. 

Wf O90. D: ae know a girl of 17 earning £5:10:- a week." 

uw 30 3): 99 3 luck to her if she earns it.” 

di 99 J:,_ What can a sirl like that lo with the uoney?" 

Inv, itts nore than_a soldier gets," 

aj oo 0: “That's what i say - 2 nan, a lighting man, as you might say} 
Iraws nis 14 poo a week, an' if he's married he only gets 
nalf, ani tnere’s this chit of a girl walking away vith 
money like LDAT . 

Inv.: “hat does she io?" 

M5610: "OH I Jon't KNOW - wraos uo parcels or sonething,” 

{30\): "Well I ‘ope I mest this girl of yours, Charlie, get ‘er to 
stani me 2 vint of besr," 

Inv.: Well, what to you think - ought the girl to get less, or the 

sol tier to get more?” 
“oO 3: a. There you've aska 1 me something, 
coo 7 “sake a sollior's wife with kildies, with 5 kidilies - 29 bob 


she gets, 32/6 if she lives in Lonion," 
Inv.: Well, she can't live on chat, ; 


MOO. s that’ s 'ow it is, mate," 

450): We've gt a a sollier’s wiite living next loor to us. the 
P.A.C, make ‘er money up 

Inv, : Any sh ijiren?" = 

a 39 a four chiliren." (laughs). "An' I'll tell you another thing. 
Then ‘er ol14 man vas nal 


e 2a Uorporal, betore he was ever mate 
cut her noney., aney sail, ‘Your 
Vs 


2. Sorporal me Pac, 
can affori to allow you more... 


'usoani's 1; raw ing nore. 


tT? 6K 


Inv,: How 114 they Know * 


officers ani uen are ay conoletesiy iiiterent rac 
Canatian soldier ¢ oe 90 C): “Yeah, you know we go “up vo our officers, 
ani say, ‘Hey, puids or 'How do, Jake' - if his name's Jake. We 
jon't make any ot this _Sreat oalaver , that you jo over here." 

Inv.: "Your pay's more leaccratic too, isn't it?" 

San. Sol.: "Yeah. ¥ can't think woy you guys stani for it. How 
much-rs~1t-you at?" 


d0 J if cy an ; 
dther ¢ 4 ann tSn® sath ses hey 58 . att 9562 Be yn nis heal and 


i 35> 7: “AKL ‘Ow did they know? They say all these oificials are 
slow ani ra bape an' all that. They weren't slow when it 
cane to cutting ‘er money town, It was 31x vesks betore ‘er 
‘usoanl ever irew a penny of ‘is vor ooral's pay, but they'd 

cut ‘er money town all that time . 

Inv.: "It makes you sick, doesn't it?’ 

Wd 5D): ‘That's going on ‘all the time, mate. ‘ni now you wonier why 
I crib at a 01t oi 9 1/-year- 914 girl ‘raw ing £0: i0:- 

d $0 D:. “Well, if she marries a soldier, let's ‘ope she's saved un 
gsanething," is 

f 
O 

In a oub, a grouo of snglish ad 25-50 ')'s ars in conversation with < 

Nanaiian solviers. Inv. sudienly hears one of ¢ the & 50 },'s say: 

"Yell, the Yanajian Arny's a democratic Army. In the British Arny, 

4 
1 


ny 
Indirects on Pay in the services (contd,). 6-8-4] 


grins ina rather que wa, 
ae 


Can Sol. Wf 35 ca. Vo Jann sure we wouldn' t ailow { them to K1ck 
us around lise that, eh ‘Jim? --, Uh, you're drunk. (General Janus thter, ) 


the vana lian soldiers stanj lrinks . ani the tovics oni aonversation 
are change. 


~~ p' oa / . embetter et 


Inv.: "Why can't they atford to oay the soidiers ani airzen ani so 
on more?" 


fl 50 B: "I should think it's obvious, eet it? 
hem as little as the y 24n short of qutiny, 

Inv.: “But it can't de very 004 for morale," 

MoD B: “There are nore inoort ant things than morale, Jf ther 
soldiers Mo cant honey, they'd get all the workers in t! 


tories, all the fara-lacourers. 411 the miners, saving, "Look 
ver ages, or ve join the Army .' 


“hey'A#ll always cay 


here, either you pay us bett 
any: “Bae ¢ ey can stop that by law." 
il 65 B; “Weil, they lo now, but they don't like entorcing Jaws like that. 
After all the Trade Unions Yon't like it. You see it's nuch 
sasier for them to be able to say to the inlustria] vorxer, 
'LO0k at the heroic selt-sacrificing sollier, Jef oming gs hig 
country tor 24- a day ani not srumblins' Oscause the soli 
hasn't got the chance’ to frumodle, the sol lier ' " comole letaly 
less, he's got no unions, nothing - OUtC it they were vavine 
soldiers more than the workers, they couldn't very vell” =» 
the soldier ani say, 'Look at the hea > self-s: Ticing » 
in intustry, drawine 50/- a wesk an} not sfunoling',. because 
the Trade Un ions ould soon make it plain who was Yrunol ing, 
Inv.: "Why can't they give them all the same ?" 7 i 


Lt 


T 


d 35 B: Jnee you veeain loing that, you jlon't Know where i 
_stop. nean 'ratione1 aoney’ or something lik 
Inv.: "I mean pa veryboty like they 10 the Army - nav ¢) 
tool and ray ov 20 , ani shelter * ani lutle vo: t-mone' 
an 1 enis, : 
@ 09 B: “Well when you can show me that Lord ioolton ha 


single inch towards checking food-profitesring, or stopoing 
people sha can pay tor it frou saving exactly wha, ) 
ani when they like , ani how much the ey like, then 
in the possibilit y ot this beautiful systen of Li 
Imv.: “Bat youl In't 1t be worth their while - I mean they'r. 
comolaining avout skdc king ani absentssisn ani lootin 
apathy..." 
40D B; “There's only two things that's vorth while. ani whey ar 
Va:83 low - otherwise vou ean! - uniercut your conps% 
can't sxport,ani the other is keeping profits up - ot 
nobody wili invest their noney , an fnvestnent is jus 
sary in vartime as it is in peacetime. wore so. 


Iniirects on Service uien's Pay, . Ol 


2 only for the rignt people (laughs). A working 
sei to york -_that's what she's there for. 


Inv,: “Terriole tacts these, about servicemen's familiss"(with paper). 

f 00 0; “Well, I can't understand it. I know a soldier's wife, 
with only one child, and she gets d7/-,” 2 

Inv.: "That's funny - the wife's allowance is only 18/-." 

FfO0 C: “Well then they've aiiei on 3/6.." 

Inv,: ‘22 you live in Lone,” 

fF 50 Cc: “Yes, that's right - ani then there's the chili's allowance." 

Inv.: 1 think she must get sonething from the P.A.C." 

F590 C: “Well then there's another one I know. She has three: chiliren, 
ani she ggis over ze, (referring to paper) I think they must 
pay very high rents." 

45 0D: “Well, it*s like this, the oay in the army's all right if 

ou're unnarries1, If you've got no cares or Jepentencies. 
li you're married it's a bastard - but you see, they never 
reckoned m your o2ing marriedl. Up till the last war there 
vasn't hardly any merried Asoiliers in the Army - you couldn't 
get marriel vithout your officers varmission They used t 
reckon that the unnarriel ones vas better fighters. 

Inv,:  §-hey 10. in the Air ‘force nor,” | 

45 ):. “Well, it's some idea they've got holi of - I suppose it's 
cheaoness really - the unmarrieil ones ars cheaper. 

Inv, "Y¥ss, but in var-time, they ton't only conscript the unnarried 

onss. ihe marri3i ones have to go just the samnel” | 

i 45 Dy): “Well in var-tine you can to anything with people. Tell ‘om 

1 it's tor their King an! Country, ani they'll put up with lt.” 

Inv.: jfbut yhen its physically lapos- idle ? Living on 19/- a week is 
physically inpossiople nowadays. : 

@ 45 0] "Ah, out’ you see - a soltier's wite isn't suppose to live on 
that. che's supposed to go out to work, You can fe gh. 2 
nillion or so able-bolied working i staying at hone miniing 
the cabies ani living oft the Governnent's money. “You' ve got 
the wrong idea, mate \ working Ait ain't supvose to lave 
babies - they'r 

9) 


Inv,: “l.think the way they Ur sat soliiers' vives is terrible,” 
* 50 B: “Really? I've never heard of any distress. 
Inv.: "neal that. (Hanis her oper t 
£00 b: “Well, i: they have families lixe that, what 1o tney expest? 


neall y. 


; 1 4 AUG ION 


CIVILIAN & FORCES Pay, BW 2.8.41. 


1. Background. In general attitude to money there are two well defined 
trends among men, both aitecting quite large groups, and both groups 
including men irom from both high and low income groups. 


a a tendancy to be moré,often considerably more,careful with 
money than they were before the war. To save and economise, 


be to be very considerably less careful than they were before the 
war, not to save at all and in some cases to live guite cheer- 
fully beyon@ income. This tendancy is often associated with 
a speciiic beliei that inrlation will come, or in other cases 
more vaguely with a ieéling that money is loSing its value,and 
thoat the iuture oi money values is uncéi tain, 
(Q.2a.June Dir.) 
ee # small minority are getting ted up with money altogether. One of these, 
a joiner ot 36, about to join up writes; 

"The injustbce weilded by money in all ways has shown UD more 
sharply as the war progessed, Such aspects as increased vrotits, 
high wages etc.to one section; army pay or wages insurticient to 
meet rising cost of living tor anotner section, lead one to a 
reeling of disgust for the financial system obtaining and money 
as such. (HOD. 6.2.a.“ une) 

But there is no suggestion that this sense of injustice about the dis- 
parity between army and civilian pay is at all widespread. 


N 


Se Lack or money among members oi the torces lessens tne scope or their 
leisure activities more than in tne ease ot civilians, because —- apart 
trom visiting civilians homes - there is little they can do outside the 
barracks without spending.(see repprt on army Sducation) 


ae 
seen ienmenihdl 


nt nell 


4, They are oiten broke betrore the énd or the week,but this is generally 
accepted. Recriminations, such as the analyst has come across, may be 

against the smallness or army pay,but g | against the comparatiye 
largeness or civilian pay. - / 


in 
eciertite meee 


Soldaiérs answers to a question asking whether their attitude towards 
money had changed since war began diifer trom civilians" only in that 
there is rather more tendancy to be less cereTul, Otherwise the same 
reasons tor their attitude appears Ce ON 


"Just live irom day to day and réalise that iit Jerry wins the money 
will be no good" (Working Class. PET.1. 2a.June Dir.) 


"Probably less concerned with money as I am prepared tor some sort 
oi economic collapse later. We are all in it,so why bother is the 
reeling. (Miudle class. EDR.1. ¢a.June Dir.) 


some manage to save money on 4 private’s pay. Men used to a high peace- 
time income naturally reel the nardship worst,but there are no examples 
of their linking this up with the any resentment of cbvilians getting 


higher pay. 


Army V Civilian pe: 


Lh attached note on 
Civi@ian and forces pay has 
rath@r & remote bearing on the 
quest om wanted, YL will 
possibly be able to find some- 
thing more close to the questi¢ 
in diaries, 


Gar e9. (51) ee ae ‘ 

"46 47 oat | eee de | fas 
"My SS F Observer friends is over again on ey 
leave and he gawe us a Gall to- night, bringing” as ee otc e 
his Pune 2s “usual, During the @V@nUMS By) i eo 
wife mentioned thet she Gid. not Blemé the. = 5) =F 
workers for “ple ying" when income tax .takes ee ey 
helt | of their earnings. My friend TAS BS a 

Service man, however,contrasted their. pay 2: ioe 

with that of 6 prive ate in the Axmy ,; and Ry re 

ne did not see why one should get more then 
esnother.: . Still she agreed that the heelth:. 2 RO eget SE Seg 
the workers Was ‘being undermined by lon hours, | 
and even instanced. his father,an erecting Se ee ee 
engineer, who although only in the fit iene ee 
collepsed through. working seven days a Week, ge 
and probs bly would Never WOrk BgMine (- yee ce eae 
Talking of pensions, my R.A. . friend thought 40 2 ee 
ought fo be like Russla,where he eee A Pe ae 
pensioned at 55, but plasuere she draw their 

customery wage. He thought there would be” 

more Poe ans eh efter. the aspteees ee ae 3 
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stanced’. 


issia,where he 
thougat there 
ism after the war." 3 
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Civilisn V Army Wages 3 Paar ie 


hile there is this criticism of factory workers being 
paid too much, there is also criticism of any Government 
efforts to stem rises in wages. the fecling seems to be that 
more Government @ontrol, and suppression of profiteering,or 
: F if the correct solution. fhe following 
as6ad DUSLNSSS Mans 


"The Government have published a white paper 
on the Stabilisation of wages and prices. I have 
not seen a copy yet,but it appears to be a 
oretty definite hint to all concerned with 
fixing wages and perticularly to Government 
representetives on Irade Boards to resist any 
a for increase in wages. there does not 
seem to be any pareiiel suggestion that prices 
should be controlled at a figure that people 
th smell incomes can pay. it is not much use 


? 


a7 t 
vik 
controlling prices at three times the normal 
figure. I1t is equally useless to tell the working 
man that his stenderd of living has got to be | 
lowered,whenhhe sees so many indi L.Catlons that | 
other people are better off as a result of the 
or. Not only stockbrokers study dividend lists 
these daySe { Was a railway porter at the local 
station who pointed out to me in "The Times" 
S unged fro gllwey carris ge) the pudlished ’ | 
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vv. e 
LBA A Another man, ean enginar, 4],mentions a discussion he¢ nas 
18 | with a man in e pub who says that the standard of living in 
\\ poorer countries,such as Scandanavia, is much better then in 
V4 Britain. ‘this rises out of a talk about the "increasing burden” 
\ of War tinance. (41. May '41.Unde ted) 
A ppoduction manager mentions that he has in the past 
reierrea to the dis ‘parity between factory workers and soldier' 
Dey, but states that there is elso resemimnent in the beotarics 
emong seasoued skilled workers, who see newly trained youngsters 
gatting as much or more than they dO~_ (119. 525041) 
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‘nile it.is scarcely possible to summarise conclusions 

", from such scenty material there does seem to be some siagll 
indication that while the young soldier,who is unmerried,or who 
i hed 2 small wage in peace time, does not resent his small pay, 

U \ oldermen.with fomilies,who have to give.up fairly well paid 
jobs,or sacrifice their business, are resentful, That soldiers 

who were unemployed before the is prefer safety in =e naterial 
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'gense to the economic hazards of civilian life even with better 
Wegese 


An interesting point in connection with the three men 
guoted (Nos.134, No.l. 134,N062, 95, 156, anc husband of 526} 
ere either old soldiers of the last war themselves,0r are 
guoting old soldiersg All these people do resent the difference 
between civilian and army rates of pay. Another point is 
that while grumbles are noted, no references are meade as to how 
the writers think the soldier's financial position should be 
improved. No references Watever are made to fncrease of family 
allowences aS s means of amelioration, spert from inrrease of 
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Lat ia of New World can 
ever compensate these young people?" 


L am pleased to note the matter ot pay for the Forces 
1S coming up for review again. Qne olf the greatest 
grievances aman has when he is calied up is the iinanh- 
clal angle, \ solcier's wire becomes, well, just a 
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solcier'e¢ fe, and ail the tuings that ave ass sOCLE LEC 
rtm 3%, ith the errival of American Llorces who are 
paid in two daye iore than our tomiies earn in a WSER, 
the matter oi pay wi.l vecone an important issue il not 
attendec to promptuy. phe >. difierence in pay must 
cause considerable cissatisiaction A men has en ordin-~ 
ry job in peace time, now ever rig osxing 11S Lite aha ear: 
say £5 a week, de joins the Army anc his tite L.. pro- 
bab ly , 
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pervice Pay. 
Diary. rob.&, Art ®eacher. 


August, 1942 
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"Lattle hope for us servicemen to get an increase of pay. 
Though personaliy i don’t see much reason why we snould. 
The married men are Aard nit at times anc greater 
facilities snould be given for them to get increased 
allowances. A better thing to give more concessions 
i cheaper lags, entertainnents, etc, Jtayec in all 
evening to save money tor weekend,- reac, wrote d 
practised shorthand and played solo." 
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» A talk on pay - 
isiied but thought 
Lhe whole they were 


Diary. prA.3. ~Ex-teacher. 
19.6.42, 


"Had two friends down fron London for the day - both of 
them cheerfully pessimistic and critical. One of them 
said that she saw a woman pushing two prams up a hill. 

Offering to help, she recognised the woman end remarked 
how she had aged. 'Life has become horrible to me! said 
the young mother - husband called up, insufficient pay 
making a job necessary (hence the two prams) added res- 
ponsibilities and worries - what kind of New World can 
ever compensate these young people?" 


Service Pay. 


Diary. ADA.2. Clerk, 
25.7 «her 


"T am pleased to note the matter of pay for the Forces 

is coming up for review again. One of the greatest 
grievances a man has when he is called up is the finan- 
cial angle. A soldier's wife becomes, well, just a 
soldier's wife, and all the things that are associated 
with it, With the arrival of American forces who are 
paid in two days sore than our tomaies earn in a week, 
the metter of pay wiil become an important issue if not 
attended to promptly. The great difference in pay must 
cause considerable dissatisfaction, A man has an ordin- 
ary job in peace time, not even risking his life and earn: 
say £5 a week, He joins the Army and his life is pro- 
pably in real danger, and he is paid roughly 17/6 a week, 


There # , 
e is Something wrong with our sense of values, n 
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Service Pay. 


Diary. REb.1. Army, 
26.0 42. 


"Little hope for us servicemen to get an increase of pay. 
Though personally I dont see much reason why we should. 
The married men are hard hit at times and greater 
tacilities should be given for them to get increased 
allowances. A better thing to give more concessions 
in cheaper fags, entertainments, etc. stayed in all 


evening to save money for weekend.- read, wrote diary, 
practised shorthand and played solo," 
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"Interesting article in Mirror on Forces Pay - a point occurred to me- 
it is all very well comparing soldiers' pay with civilians but that is 
a purely economic outlook - a soldier is on 24 hrs duty liable to be 
sent anywhere and by no means a free agent as is a civilian - he alg 
can at any time be ordered into a job which may cost his life or cause 
injury. The mere comparison is rather absurd - billets cannot often 
be fairly compared with home living nor can service clothes be compar- 
ed with the individuality and personal choice of civilian dress. This 


comparison does not seem to me entirely fair. I thinx something 
should be done about it, not so much for the likes of myself who are 
not too badly off 27 /= a WeeK, got for married men and those making 
voluntary allotments to support relatives. It most certainly needs 
looking into and causes a great de sal of adverse comnents from the 
soldiers I am with." 


Diary. yOu.3. Land worker. 
$419.42. 
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Services Pay. 
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"As soon as I could find time this morning I studied carefully the 
Governnent's new Services Pay Proposals. Then 1 went and spent 
the rest of the day amongst the troops trying to clear away 
difficulties and misunderstandings. The greater majority are 
pleased to have got something but think that it might have been 
‘more, A few are furious that they are not going to be paid as 
much as the American soldiers, No one seemed to be really content. 
I do not know what the American soldiers get paid, and I have 

heard many varied accounts to-day, but it seems to me that there is 
much dangerous matter here at present," 


Service pay. 
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still, good job something has been done even if not enougn. 


Teacher, & Housewife. 


Diary. dW.1 


"I had two p.c's from my husband, heard that teachers are to have 
more pay and that soldiers' allowances are to be increased but 
didn't make me pleased. I disapprove of this increasin ' wage 
and prices and I have to pay most of it back in Income Tax in any 
case. And I can't see why a soldier's child should have 1/- per 
week increase but an officer's 1/- per day . A child is a child, 
whatever its father but 1 suppose without a revolution this sort of 
thing will always go on, but I don't think it's right." 


“Interesting chats with fellow travellers .....A talk’ on I - geet q 
this chap and another - both married - were satisfied but tl ought — ey 
that some chaps were getting a raw deal. On the whole they wer ea 
satisfied but jealous of some civvies earnings," ee 
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ADA.2. CGhief clerk. 


a very glad to note that opposition is growing amongst 
Gt Parliament to the recent small sreases in Service } 
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Service Pay, 


Diary. dHO.1. Teacher. & Housewife. 
10.9.42. 


"I had two p.c's from my husband, heard that teachers are to have 
more pay and that soldiers' allowances are to be increased but it 
didn't make me pleased. I disapprove of this increasing of wages 
and prices and I have to pay most of it back in Income Tax in any 
case, And I can't see why a soldier's child should have 1/- per 
week increase but an officer's l/- per day ,. A child is a child, 
whatever its father but I suppose without a revolution this sort of 
thing will always go on, but I don't think it's right," 


pervice Pay. 


Daery. RED.1. Army. 
30.9.42. 


“Interesting chats with fellow travellers .....A talk on pay = 
this chap and another - both married - were satisfied but thought 
that some chaps were getting a raw deal. On the whole they were 
satisfied but jealous of some civvies earnings," 
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Diary. prA.3. %x-teacher. 


10.9 e4e5 


thyidence that we don't deserve to win the war accumulates day by 
day. Here are the teachers obtaining the War Bonus for which they 
ask « (I should have thought they might have realised that the 
civilian population must face a reduction in the standard of 
living) while we can't afford to pay our conser ipts enough to 
support their families. 


a 


the services of our fighting men are beyond computation in money a6 


makes me sick when it's used to justify a standard below that of 
civilians. Since we can't all be rich, only those who suffer so 
much in other ways should suffer no pecuniary hardship." 


& 
, s 
C a wived ) 
t if © paAv 
Lem ice 2 cA) 
Diary a3) 3 on inven & | 
Diery, Mil l).13. Technical salesman, 
: i 
5.9.4: e 
t? ’ Vy War Oy aos it on a amt 2 wr i4 emis a4 o} oe . % 
service pey again a subject for discussion, I wish the new 
COLCeSeSSLA0COh AG eCLImMminatec. she a2aLllowen a whi Cii A married fheati has 


~_* ws + { eC r ~ . rey -~ _ 2 a oe _ “7 " ae oie * ——" : 
“0 MaKe, .t'S & pity a@ reasonabig rate olf pay anc allowances 
Wy fy no + la “rt ft alias om % -wilat- ae? . tsk... tt cee | ral i. : a ~~ + ¥ 4 
1&. » 42°C COWN at tne Deginning insteac oi the maiter VEL a 


* e ‘ “> 
SsvrieetT far eantratrarc aTTOY p yy + i 
® . Ry td Neat es? Ls ; ) a es 4, S+& OV Crsy ~ VE ay i ' ‘W moniuns e " 


eee ee : Ry ue ’ : aS: ‘ “ . fs 
-_ . = ‘ op hcee he eh ; ik ~ 


The argument which I saw sonewhere that — 


a & 
der passengers. rinding i have been in the Army mysel? 
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gest Workers and Golonial and American troops. 2. Hav: 


going down to Harrogate in the train I often get chatting with 
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Diary. BAK.2. Mate llurgical chemist. 


, iL heard 2 stories today about American troops over here, I should 

regard them as most probably true. The secretary of the YMCA at a 
large provincial town was standing in the lobby of his canteen, 

where some 50 people queued up for tea when two Americans came in, 
and seeing the qu@que, turned round to him and said 'Say buddy - 


here's 10/-, get us two cups of tea'. Later on in the evening, 
when all the beds were taxen a further US private came in - 'Say - 
any beds left?' 'No, sorry all taken'., ‘Here's £1 get us one will 
you', BOrry I told you they were all taxen', 'O@h I'll make it 
£2 if £1 isn't enough! In each case the soldier in ae ca cot 


a. little homily on thines that money cannot buy = but of course no 


bed or tea. Two morals suggest themselves - firstly that the 
Americans have obviously no idea of the ere of inglish money, and 
secondly, that something must be done fairly quickly about the 


: discrepancy between the pay of British ane American troops, 
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2 debate on service pay has proved diverting. Someone remarked 
it was like reading Punch, My opinion is that if the Dominion 
and U.S. can afford to pay high rates then there is no excuse for 
denying it to British servicemen, The proposed increase is as much 
munition worker gets as a fraction of a shift. I was amazed 


wa’ 


«. 
ys" 
D 
— 


OD 


C 


_ 


at the Low vay of acting | “sublieutenants in the Navy. The way to 
compensate for the extra cost would be to cut the armament profits 
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back to fine limits. There is not the slightest doubt that it 
would have the createst effect on morale, ' 
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I heard 2 stories today about American troops over here. I should 
them as most probably true, The secretary of the YMCA at a 
large provincial town was standing in the lobby of his canteen, 
where some 50 people queued up for tea when two Americans came in, 
@nd seeing the qugue, turned round to him and said 'Say buddy - 
here's 10/-, get us two cups of tea'. Later on in the evening, 
when all the beds were taken a further US private came in - 'Say - 
any beds left?' 'No, sorry all taken’, ‘Here's £1 get us one will 
you', ‘Sorry i told you they were all taxen!, 'Oh I'11 make it 
£2 if £1 ponte] enough!! in each case the soldier in questim got 
@ little homily on things that money cannot buy - but of course no 
bed or tea, Two morals suggest themselves « firstly that the 
_ MMericans have obviously no idea of the value of English money, and 

fi commana that something must be done fairly quickly about the 

a *epancy between the pay of British and American troops," 


Service Pay. 


Diary. ROY.1. aAruy. 
11.9.42. 
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"The debate on service pay has provec diverting. Ssoemeone reimarkec 


thet 1t~ was like reac ling runch, My opinior is that it the Dominion 
and U.S, can afford to pay high rates then there is no excuse ior 
denying it to british servicemen, The proposed increese is as much 
as a munition worker gets as a fraction of © shift. i was &1azed 
at the low pay of acting gublieutenants in the Navy. The way to 
compensate for the extra cost would be to cut the armament profits 
back to fine linits, There is not the slightest doupdt that it 


would have the sreatest effect on orale." 


’ Service Pay. 


. Diary. pRa.4. Technical journalist, 
1.10.42, 


"American soldiers to be seen everywhere, ent Sunday night with 
June, Kassim reports that there is such ill feeling in British 

ranks at Americans! better pay and conditions, Tommies not openly 
hostile but are resentful, Must be a difficult situation," {Byer 
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officer’s ps 
Di 
By HENRY LONC 
Must a man have a privat 
to be an officer in the Brit 
Army being deprived of the 


class men, who ought to be off 


cannot afford to leave the rar 
= Inve 


" MASS-OBSERVATION’S 


WAR LIBRARY. 


»9kes on an 


yay 


ONGHURST 


rivate income in order 
British Army ? Is the 
the services of first-— 
e officers, because they 
» ranks ? / 
Investigations I have made, 
nd letters to the Sunday 
xpress from readers of last 
unday’s article by a young 
ommissioned officer, “ There- 
ore I am broke,” indicate 


hat the answer to these two 
» 


Je must have 
before he can 


‘ .. Minimum. equip- 
rent reuy,ired by the War 
ffice. This is not a question 


f opinion but of fact. The 
Var Office will allow him £30— 
ith which to purchase-articles 
nat cannot anywhere in 
ritain be purchased for £30. 
Application of the Purehase 
ax to most of these items has 
aused a very real resentment 
mong officers. 

By buying certain items at 
st price from Ordnance, say 
1¢ War Office, it used to be 
ist possible for an officer to 
do” on £30. 

But. even the War Office 
imits that he must now have 
rivate means to pay the Pur- 
vase Tax, on top of increased 
rices. A detailed budget shows 
vat he will do well to spend 
nly £45. ; 


As a sergeant he receives) 
£3 1s. 3d. a week. He pays) 
2s. 6d. mess subscription per: 
week. 


peer (in the public bar) 
cigarettes (Woodbines) 
goes to the cinema 


: 15s. to £1 a week. 


A sergeant’s view 


“Consider,’ he says, “what 
my position would be, without 
private means, as an officer. 

“T should be paid £3 17s. a 
week (credited, don’t forget, 
monthly in arrear). One pound 
would go in mess subscriptions, 
leaving me right wey with 2s. 
a week less than I had as a 
sergeant—and laundry, batmsaa, 
and various other unavoidable 
subscriptions coming to another 
10s. a week. 

“If I want a drink, it must 
my cigar- 


|be in the ‘lounge,’ 


price of ls. 6d. for twenty, and 
if I go to the cinema it must 
be in the half-crown seats. 

“My leave is more expensiv 
‘through keeping up an office 
‘Standard in the same way, ° 
iI have to save all the tim 
order to pay for my next 
form.” 


Out of the remaining’ 
£2 18s. 9d. he pays for toilet 
and cleaning materials, buys 
and | 
and! 
(ih the! 
“ninepennies”), and still saves 


ettes must be at the respectable’ - 


~“TA es 


Costly replacements 


And he is allowed nothing for 
replacements. In a long War 
he may have to replace almost 
every item of his equipment 
three times—out of his pay, — 

That is why so many oftinieie 
think that officers’ uniform 
and equipment ought to 
made a standard “issue.” 


‘Marriage and children’s 
allowances are a very sore 
point. An ‘officer under 
thirty gets 3s. a day for his 
wife, plus Is. 6d. a day for | 
the first child and 1S. for — 
the second. | 


Officers over thirty get a flat 
rate of 6s. a day. irrespective 
of whether they have six chil- 
dren or no children at all. 

“A single officer, or even a 
married officer without family” 
(wrties an Army captain), “can 
manage comfortably on his pay. 
But children put an entirel 
different complexion on the 
matter. 

“T have to spend four-fifths 
of my income on the family, and: 
then try to do the impossible 
by paying mess bills and living 
up to a required standard on 
the rest. 

“T have cut out all beer, 
cigarettes, and brotherly 
frivolity, and am regarded as a 
ane ey. ...i1t is almost im- 
possible to live within one’s in- 
come if one has three children.” 


Why not free food? 


Commitments made in civilian 
life, such as life insurance and 
children’s education, I was told 
‘by the War Office, may be 


assisted by a special war service 
grant. 


But this is unlikely to be | 
more than £2 a weeks -t the | 
most. 


There are Many com, 
about delays in receiving 
and allowances, making fo, 
necessary hardship. hese, , 1 
believe, are in very many cases 
the fault of the officer himself. 


A great number of officers 
are beginning to complain 
of the system whereby they 
have to pay mess subserip- 
tions. Why, they ask, should 
they not be fed wholly at 
the Army’s expense ? me 
suggest a scale of mess pay- 

ments graduated according 
te rank. 


Potential officers are being 
ikept in the ranks by the fear 
that they could not live, without 
a private income, as their regi- 
mental standards require. 

fake the case of a sergeant in 
the Royal Corps of Signals. His 
commanding officer wants him 
to train for a commission. He 
Cannot accept, | 


AIF 


Service Allowances Q.Q. 


1.: What do you think about the present rates of pay for civilians 
and for service men ? 


What @o you think about the recent increase in Service pay ? 


Do you think thé rates of pay for unmarried serving men 
should kexxmergmured or should not be increased ? 


Do you think becca allowances are too much, about 
right, or not enough a present ? 


PHERIAE cz zs How do you feel about 
troops of different na ionalities stationed in this country 
getting different rates of pay ? 


right ? 


Do you think the pay ¢ junior commissioned officers is too 


high, too low, or abo 


Holborn MB4O1 sh 4 22.9 POL 


ke When you look at it there ts a lot of unfairness. There are men 
in the Férces who were earning big salaries before they joined up. 
They've been keeping their wives and. families in a decent way and 
they may be committed to big responsibilities in the way of rents, 
insurances, education fees and the likes if | wasn't medically 
unfit for service, I'd be caught myself. This kind of thing needs 
Investigation, | know itts hard from what | hear. | don't think 
the 6d a day extra pay Is enough. it's all right for a boy of 18, 
not for an adult, 

Qe See above | 

3% lt the country can attord it, yeSe 

4 Not enough. 

Se There should be a flat rate all round. 

Oe Not enough, They're committed to high Mess bills and other 
expenses the young unmarried soldier of lower rank hasn't to pey. 
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1) Well = I really don't know much about it 


know anything g@bout it 
Views 
know how mugh they are 
T don't think it's cuite fair on the British 


Den't know 


bol He 
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“ghoula ber tp kes care: of}: use Dk 

4, T don't know very much about it, but t 

inadequate, Pe acne | a. wage ek ee : 

5. Uhink that's’ ayd pight t thin a ke LO, Care Bove ran 

what Lt “payer the own troaeps. ands, Oe as, BUS e if the Dominion 

mean, it the’ Australians want"* pay them. £100.a week 

At" Ss. shied Looks owt. not ourdy sv a ee 4 

Os  'T: Peatiy. thing 4t's. £O0--L PEt Te. Of course, wien T pay thet, 


- 


rs 


talking without reatly ageeply studying. the..economie situation, of 
course » that's: understood;. but the whote thine is very dis ficult; 
eb ie do. thik wthat move. ould be aone: for, the service m nerhans 
shoujd Se, done): tanta ta ton 0: what sa see earner. ih the’ “Srmanent 


$Y 


at od ‘ fi bi 7 oa hoe it .s rai, m7 4 16. 0) eae ce pom is » ete ie be ta — use oe Ni nd P ~ rey te ci tie at ume 7 7. ‘ wey! ” Po 
_ ae + Fy a n 4 y, i. oe 2 eae a vt "> 4. sii gue a DR ea 5, ie ae eas * So. te ee ee ee oe! oe ee ap git Ky 4 Cree ee . —— bere aa hen Xe . _ - : . ; 
ay « ae ’ & BP Ay tS oA ee Se ay ety (esr ey TN ny a Nee a ee TP PRE ET Pe ee TET TE) ce BR TS SBA © pierre PMR ae i TMB U5 Bah hee me aries tO 3 Reade iar ESRF ER AOI, TES na one ERIE Rt Re Coy NROW OM ATES we r US ial 8 Ee Ni ~ RG  P Ft ets" . 
i i} : aS 's Pa ie thy Ay noes : ey Age ees oie} ce a Se POF) ae) fe ie ok. Lak SB it it Mae ee ieee AD Sy a ee Pee Bet Peet) Sa oF ig oS RR ELS Sa te ae aR a aay AP ae ve SAE MA A EET pe aah Mn gs SR aac A tea ae ana ee ga so eS : OR rts ee er Mee Mone eg ae ah. ‘ he stead b Pr ae: ‘ — . 
oe Ld Pra f <i , : CAS ceed oe Suligts has f care xiii CIEGROR Tih SRE te te ae a Ses i oN Re a tates Li i ed ‘ Aa he faa! pe Nee, Lic Pe ane Bos asa thet e tka are aes Bae fs GORON BM opr or i iat gk hia. Laibar BS 1 OES gh bas a Be ee eee OE ane Pas keep. Se RU Ree SE Ee CANA et an 8 Pie gn See aa i adj!) 
5 at 2 > 4 J “ ; ae ‘ ‘ a eae . ‘ oka? r STA eg pe mos ae 0s ois 0D a Te ae “ae Ly PS ey ra " P ~ a. ett , ‘4 ‘ Phy Pesky Me tay 7 ae f is Gas ae eee ae ¥ é Es sah S| Sk ha Ws ie beep ¢ 
wy : 7 2 . ¢ + A ety G3 fut? ee Coe BN Ai tele as oe Be , Depa el tes ee any rey ’ i ar Lee ae % 4. Wass 4a ~ (ake: ei Fey Og) Oa : Eins ae . 
.. ee y rte Fs ayy it : tig it « ine liye f , ‘ # aFe ete 1) » 
Boat : - | See RS. |, i 3 ie aa 
4 . - o $ ‘s : 2 , me ee i 
; PN ig : ‘ : . Prete ie ghee eS 8- 
51 So : i Ps X POR 0 to ie al s ai ae aes eh 
‘ . . : 4 as ye" ‘| ery J ie Manes GF ey 
he ge '. ’ tot a eas fl ; et Se 
4 : y $ : ._ = r : We Ae Machin 
: , * Se 
: , . @ ’ Bd Sack. ap > 
oh : . é eae ee 
es , | : a | | | ae 
. » P + 0 ag 
‘ 2 , + . 
E I : , ST eee ae 
b m s 7 be fe Ay 
r * rca Ee tithe 
A ; erat -/ 
ade aah a. 
| ee. 
J. an 
Y, ; 4 : " ORES 
f 4 . “ = ee ‘esd 
a : aN Oe & 
* ro . oo % 
' * ¢ : ‘ ian 
4 Bae 
; ; - 4 : he 
Py ® : ee , 
; ‘ iz 
5 Se 
J i is 
$ : 
a 


; 
} dum My cxpmonead “) shad Sa Vue 5 aA tery wail, dock | 
vel - ) (i uhiaws have Cyewer Wlhide Me our havenl- ‘le force 
oa i a F Inkanet clMer-- 4 Ym subband Vhere — 
i fe Ne Oui as hat ee On We Mw 


a 
| dus A view . 63m nW So hear a $4 
ME Sd shalhny ad anne fw “hearsay luausrer”. Jor 
a <d\dun med fond Lue May widow - wan Vr 
Wn WAL So . | ee 
r\ ly Shits ma Wak Ws 0 Mag Weeds one, al omy Aakt - 
5 Jdmr Say W shold he wiwaxd on Ma some as 
) Day v Crmpawias WW a amd Mah Im all th Lothay 
him have mae Va (2 Me tramutl nan] Meng Me nie 
Mater, hg wll Wun do bo Jor vremmed - : : 
Y | \ ho uae Vi ab 4 ty wa enmyh Mw hoy Urn mow could 


ae 
: 7. oT , Shindand d\ long - a (hange unl 
¢ | che oe ie ( ain hur MW imranlality - Wyld inter 
Lala Whe digulr A) Vhe ciligen |b fw Wadiha. A aim 4§ 
Wldk Um dy Wn AGW fo Fake Ruy ici 
Yin Mh AW OY, Us ib bk mde ma | 
1s ° $\\ww mA og Vu waa d\n — 
my sii wer Shad fyecome Y ws lee hee 
vv weally Wie (Can Stank he aqactol- 


“Wun rm OA Wl Q G 4 AV? ae 
hw nll Vink is aelevawk 1 Wow . 


‘ 
; 
9 - 
4 sj : * : 
‘ v4 - Ae " t al 
, . ‘ ae 
i -% i Sad y . aac 
> had brie » ree. 
aoe » 
eam ty it ; . 
- . 


a 


il 
ero 


— 
; OPeira-200 QQ 
‘ Dent 
copie a 
e & ee ee 
7“ | _ " 
3, we seen: 
iy Rhy 9 pole : | 
hk. Je, se eh fs waa = 
¢ fae oe a oe — 
baced & © enna fe we ud gt Ba 
he Nitpead a Cnn . 
aS 


Alot top i 
OGe) . f 7 


S Aby 
9 ad bee Q. or 
(sb : ca —— = ke 


SS 2 Qlbnd @, Q P. del te. 
CAR Ce " 


~~ Oe ee mee + mae oe 


Un, pm Mag 


% siota le tm A Cunt Lye ona An Ky Sane 
ils fabs TA Sarre Vohk KP7 rhe On ured A S20le | 


Not- Arh — we Mee haadurmnt sa, Soman, Olepag 


f >“ 
/ . POL 22.9 
Clerkenwell MC25- 30 
: (soldier - private, British} 


is iIt's a scandal, mate. You can't keep yourself in tags. 

We're helpless. You can't talk out of turn fn the Army or you'fre 
for the glasshouse. Can't even complain to an ofticer. You've 
got to go to an NCO and if he's got the needle in you, some bloody 
hopese You've got to take it and like If. Look at ell the women 
ere making now. Mekes your bloody blood boil, but you can't do 
nothings We're tied. 

% tousye They ought to be ashamed to offer it. 

3s j%sncreased, 

4, Not enough. 


S$. We should get the same if we had our rights. it creates 


real bad blood what needn't be there, We're all in the same boat 
after old jerrye : 


6. They've got big expenses the ordinary soldier hasn't got. 
| suppose ftt's not enough. It sounds all right, but it's not really. 


Clerkenwel | MC5O Vis § 2269 POL 


Lie | served 1914-18. We got 7/- a week then as privates. | 
dontt think @hat soldiers get paid now enough in view of cost of 
living. it's hard to pay ea big ermy though. We haven't got the 
trade to pay for it. it's got two sides to Ife lt's the tazation 
that makes the pay so bad, lt*s making people restless. I'm 

a widower and | can manage with care. l+'s when you'tve a tamily 
thatts when you feel the pinche 

ar Better than nothing 

36 1@Z or 15/ a week don't spin out fare | think increased. 
Therets a tot of these young girls just merrying soldiers for the 
allowances, and when thefr husbands is away theyfre sleepéng with 
somebody else€e | know some caseSe You can't wonder at these 
murders you read OoOfe if you was to give some of these young single 
soldiers a few bob more spending money they wouldn't get merried so — 
taste The girls trap them into If. 
te | dontt think enough. 

Se That's all wronge it's the cause of all the unreste 
Oe About right. 


Clerkenwell MC 30 (Savoury) / eas 
(Canedian soldier) / > 


(boozed) 


ke They call this a democracy. It's all fucking arfistocracy and 
hypocrisy, Ist class fucking carriages empty and folk having to 
stand in the 3rd class corridors. It's the same through the tucking 
community, in wages and every fucking thing. Your soldiers are 
risking their tucking lives for you, pay the poor fuckers. i'll tell 
you what's wrong. You've got a fucking lot of cock-sucking bastards 
running the community. You've got your fucking selves to blame, 

so help me fucking Christe Why don't you give them the fucking works. 
2. Arseholes to ite What a fucking laugh. 

3% On Crriste 


46 Thfey wouldn't fucking stand tor it, buddy. Not in Canada. 
You've got to pay aman aman's wage there. | 
5% John tucking Bull. John Bullshit. You poor ftuckers get 


bulishitted all right. Speak up for your fucking selves, Bon8t 
be atucking fraid, 


be Too high for the useless cocksucker se 


| (A i at jee tides 
Holborn MC5O1I sh p POL : 


le Soldiers and sailors don't get near enough. Ordinary 

people don't neither. How cen you expect a soldier to make do 

on e couple of bob a dey? That's all it is. 20 Players is 2/-. 
And the rest don't run to a glass of beer, not the wey prices fs now. 
Qe They ought to be ashamed of ite 


3e Why not? Same job ought to get the same money, never mind about 
being married. 


4. | don't know much about It, but they all say It's not near enough. 


Look at the prices of everything. Double and over what it wes before 
the ware 


Se lt ain't right. Makes for jealousy. 
Oe DK. Some not worth what they get. It's only influence what 


gets them commissions. Making kids officers is mad. Wheat © they 
know? 
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) There's too much a frerence 
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) It should be more 


Not enough 


)} It shows what their © vermments think of them, doesn't it, 
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Yot sufficient 
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It might cause a lot of cong 


that's a difficult question. 
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3e YeSe 

4, Not enough. It we hadn't saved a bit up. we'd feel the pinch 

wor S@re 

Se All wrong- that. i+ should be stopped. 

66 Too high. 
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1% My husband he works tor the Borough. He don't get neerly 
as much as living costs wants nowe Look at rents and the prices 
of things. Soldiers far worse off than him and it's bad enough 
with hime 
9%. Don't know what it fis now. | didn't read about tt. | know 
there was talk. 
3%; Give them more - certaintiye 
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are rather dear 
too bad 
I reckon they all ought to bet 
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No, they re getting enoug they've got nothing to spend it 
on = unless they're helping parents, or anything of that, 
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of the work they have t6 do 


_&& You mean about the munition workers getting so much? T 
think it's hardly fair on the soldiers, who are doing equally 
ae good work 


Very good 


anything about that 
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) I think the service men should 
) I think it's time we did have 
) I don't think they need it 

) they need a lot moré 


I. think it makes our soldiers discontented 


I don't know much about it, 
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Manchester=-London Tratn FC290—25 


Inv shared corner on tratn corridor floor with above, until tratn sorted — 


POL 


(WAAF) 


[tself out and seats were found fin cerriages. WAAF returning to 
London after leave at homee : 


WAAF fed up with ttfe tn Forces, thinks pay much too small and wishes | 
she had gone in industrye Seys a girl cantt have -any sort of time | 
on WAAF paye She was fuckter than most, because her people could | 
send her a Iltttle money, but she didntt like taking tt, as they 

couldn't very well afford tf. Says shets fed up with Wer and thinks 
it's going to last for agese Not interested in politics, likes * 

the ft lms, smokes, drinks a little since she went tn WAAFS, didn't 
befores Satd she used to work tn a shope Thinks. Churchill! all 

rfght, also {ttked Eden. Didn't know anything about Crippse Likes 

the "Mirror" better than other nattfonal datites,. She had a cheap 
novelette of romantic sort, with coloured cover, with her. Inv 

con't remember name. Light escapism typee Complained about 

crowded traftn and thought Forces should be allowed into not overfull 
[st-Class carriages. Thought Ist Class should be abolished in 
war=-timee 


Plainish, rather buxom girl, no make-up. Chattered away quite gaily 
after 38 few moments! acquaintancee 
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- § Meet contact Holborn Town Hall where he is posted tor a week. 

Novelist and light fiction writer betore war, judged "John Bul i" 

Bullets, caretakes Drs house and surgery, used to do Sunday job 

(13/- per dtem) as lavatory attendant. Inv generally whistles 

old Army tune of "Dan, the Lavatory Man" when he meets him, sets 

him off laughing. He sees the humour of life, thés Micawber-like 

character. Hes nagging wife and pretty daughter. Can write well 

but used to need inspiration of half a flagon of Tarragona betore 

muse worked, Churns out cheap 4d fiction at about 10/= a thousand, 
~O~0- 0-0-0-0-0-0- 0-0=0= 


Complains to inv about difficult of getting typewriter. Can go 
up to £10 = no more. Tells me his wite made him pawn hf s for £2 
at outbreak of war when he was flat broke and he was too late to 
redeem it. Has to use borrowed typewriters now, Asks Inv if he 
knows of a cheep typewriter. Inv doesn't. Says helll inquire. 

Inv asks him what he thinks of the Army pay increese. Contact 
says It's niggling and there'I! be trouble if they don't give more. 
Complains about his own pay. Says he's got £329.1 atter insurance 
and Income tax paid. Says he gives £2 to wife for housekeeping. 
Sticks to the rest. Says he always spends 4/8d immediately on 
two double Scotches,. 

Tells Inv he puts tn al! his free days at a woman literary 


agent's running her office for her. Says there's a job in it 
after the war, that's why he does it and he has the use of type- 
writer and he can get away from nagging wife for a spell. (inv 


knows wife, a proper old shrew). 

Tells Inv hets tinitshed 2/3rds of a serious novel and almost 
finished a big volume on the art of writing successtul fiction 
and that he's got regular work writing feature articles for a 
Canadian paper. 


Asks Inv ff he's got any work to put through his firm. Inv 
says he hesn!t eat the moment. (inv distrustivl of_ diterary agents, 
having been caught more than once) Tells b OF ONe agent where 


he had to threaten physical violence before long outstanding cheque 
was forthcoming. Contact says his firm not that sort. Plenty 
behind ite 

Conversation drifts to war. Contact says Russians won't 
teke Stalingrad and doubts London will be blitzed again. 


Contact xxiax says he's throwing a party next month. Would Inv care 


to come round. Inv tells him he's very kind but he shouldn't be 
needlessly extravagant. Contact has bottles of whikey and berrels 
of beer at his parties and Inv wonders how he manages it. Contact 
says "To hell with that. We only live once" (Contact has about 
2 teeth @n his head and Inv wonders why he doesn't spend his money 
on buying a plate insteade) 

A rush of inquirers come fn and Inv departs, 
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Holborn POL 


Private RASC, late landlord of tamous Bloomsbury tavern, known 
to countless Bloomsburians(l(arty=—cratty). Wife runs pub while 
husband is in Army. Looks brown and fit. Met tn street. 


Shakes hands with Inv and wife, who hadn'ft seen him since he 
went in Army months agoe« Says he never reads about the war, 
got out of the hebit of it since he was in the Army. Never 
troubles about the War. Unconcerned what happens atter it is all 
Over. Thinks wefll probably rub along as betoree 

Inv asks him what he thins about the rise tin Army peye 
Contact thinks it not enough. He says there are some poor chaps 
who don'tt know what to doe He says on their leave day they 
have enough for bw pint and o packet of cigarettes. Then they're 
tlet. Says numbers of chaps have to keep borrowing from the 
more affluent and at the end of week when thetr debts are paid 
they have only perhaps a dollar spending moneye 

He doesn!t think it right thet aman should heve to pay for 
his supper at a NAAFI canteen, Says that atfer tea they've 
got to pay for their own grub, and that the life makes a man so 
hungry, he has to eat mores 

Says it's the chaps with nothing behind them that really 
feel the pinche He doesnt himself (naturally)e 

Thinks a fetr pey tor a British Tommy would be 4/6d a day. 
Doesn't think the country can afford too much, buf thinks they 
should be able to run to thise He says some of the Canddians 
he has met say they get only 65 cents a days He thinks this 
pretty poore 

Says he fs now down in South of England, within easy 

reach oft london. He had previously been in the North. He 
didn't like it much up ftheree 
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A mother, Bishop Auckland, Durham, writes about her son in Stalag 
XXB. You should see the boys cooking things they have never seen 
before" he says, but they get some good meals out of them. They 
have a gramophone from the Red Cross too, and a new supply of 
clothes so he has plenty for the time being. They bought a second 


hand baby grand piaho, it is a good one and there are some good 


pianists among them. 


a | <7 
J Nd a 


PeoOoWe Stalag XVIIIA . 


Parent in Mid. says "During the winter months he has been 
working up the mountains with the temoerature 20 degrees below 
Zero,g but all the same has loved the experience for which he 
volunteered. He particularly stresses how Red Cross parcels 


make life bearable and how grateful all the boys are....." 
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From Mrs, Thorne, 3 Francis Street, Stratford, E.15., mother of 
prisoner of war Private A.W. Thorne at Stalag XX A (45). 


"His letters are very lighthearted although from the photo he has 


© 
bad 
‘) 
iw 


suffered, but like all Britishers can take it; by the way, a joke w 
at in his last letter was a pal was drawing ar sketching my son asked what 
he said the only thing he wanted 


he was drawing, and when the pal told hin, 


to draw was his Army pay and then he knew he would be on English soil." 


Poem to his small son in reply to verses of his: 


Simon the day wes dull and dim, a Soy. 
Until your verses were brought in | fe 
Then everything was calm and bright 

And ell the hills were bathed in light. 

It is now two years sinee last we met, 

Se aany suns-and meons have set, 

But soon I hope we'll meet ones more 

When I regain old England's shore. 

Meanwhile your verses are a joy, 

Which time and ags can never cloy, 


And in effect 1t seems to bo 
That you are standing elose to me. 


Extract dated March 9th 1942 

‘There is a narrow path on the battlonente,ntiare we walk, On the 
South wall of the_fort bordering this eth, isa mass of clomtis, a few apple 
and pear trees; they ae full of byi-Gid the daily visitors are the tite and 
one female blackbird who will stot let one touch her, from this little 
terrace one looks down 300 Set to the little town with its half timbered houses 
and church.in the middle with the railway like a toy bejomd, and beyond that again 
the hills and the-pine woods. the lover slopes of the hills eqsvered with 
orchards and IT am looking forward to seeing the blossom. So you see although 


we are restricted, we are not badly off, 


eee"L have also got some hing else to amuse me now «a pianoe I 


don't know whether I shall be a farmer of a msician when I come home. 


We have just had some more Red Cross ussued today: . cheese, milk, pineapples, 
and other things..." 


Pte. Wilf Robinson, Stalag XXB . Dated 26th April 1942. 


To: Mr. and Mrs, W. Robinson, 66 Teesdale Avenue, Billingham-on-Tees, 
Co Durhan, ) | 


eee'this being a prisoner has taught me a lot of things, I can mend 


a pair of boots with the next, and also woodwork so I shall be very useful 


when this is all over." 


To: Mrs. @lizabeth Mills, 9 Bettispol Meadows, Redbourne, Herts. 
From: Cpl, George V. Mills, Stalag XX A 


: 
: 
; 
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From Cpl John Eldridge, Stalag XVIII D written on Easter Day 1942; 


to his wife Mrs. F.A. Eldridge, Pembroke House, Brackley Road, Towcester, Northants. 


"From where I amwiting this I can see peasants passing along the street 
outside, apparently returning from church. They are all dres:.d in their Sunday 
best clothese, some look very picturesque, This morning I attended our short 
church service... Sunday is a holiday feo us, during which time i usually do my 
washing. Today must be no exception... We have a very good library in the camp 


now," 


mS I Ot -_ ~ 


f 
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Written by Sgt. Cyril G. Meader, Stalag ViI A to his mother Mrs, A.G. Meader, 
Stalbridge, Blandford, Dorset. April 4th 1942. 


i 


Easter Sunday and a lovely day, but I'm still in the wrong country! 
seen went to Communion this morning - very big crowd and I was very tickled when 
just before the Service started the padre asked if anyone had a pocket knife 
with a corkscrew on} I haven't received my parcel yet or any cigs. but the Red 
Cross are looking after us very well - God bless emJ I shall always support their 
Flag Days in future..." 


ee Well, I think we have broken the back of winter now, at least I 
hope so, as our hosts announced that summer began on April lst and cele- 
brated the fact by cutting off our fuel, which means no fires, no cooking 
and no hot drinks or shaving water! I suppose it's their idea of a jest, 
and the wind has been in the north ever since, which adds to the point no 
doubt. 


On the whole we've nearly all come through the winter astonishingly 
well. Most have aged a good deal, but no one has died, and we're really 


very cheerful in a rather lopesided sort of way and I don't think partiaularly 
'bats'. Not visibly, anyhow. 


I saw a lovely without comment the other day in a letter a man had from 
a friend who had been in Englard all the war - "I expect you're having to do 
without a lot of home comforts you are used to, but you must remenber there's 
awaron."” Can you beat it? 


It has been a lovely spring day here today for the start of our 
Basket Ball International matches. France beat Scotland fairly easily, 
Wales surprisingly beat the England side who were favourites. he Aussies 
beat New Zealand, and Ireland had a bye. Tomorrow the rest of the games 


will be pleyed off and I expect the French to come out on top. We are 


having a Rugby Football match tomorrow outside the fort between Engldsh 

and Australian teams. We have now, more than double the space on top of 

the fort open to us for exercise and that makes things much more interesting. 
i had my Easter Commnion this morning, which is more than I was able to do two 
years sae te France, We also had a fine Evensong this evening with many of 
the old Easter hymns which remind one so much of other and happier days. i 
hope that you, too, had fine weather and were able to take the kiddies through 
Belfairs. I expect the leaves are showing now on the trees and that you have 
some flowers in the garden. Nature is rather backward here, but I suppose 
that isn't surprising as there is still ice on the river = and yet one can 
comfortably sit outside on the sandy slopes. I had a letter card from Mumsie 
on Monday and have written a card in reply and I had a letter from you on 
Tuesday, dated Feb 22nd, I can imagine little Wendy singing after going to 
Sunday School. I would like to hear her, Give my darlings the usual fat 


hugs end kisses from me, 


Hello Temper, how's Tricks, prepared for Christmas yet, I am, bags 
of grub, got more grub at present time than have hed for 4 long while, 
cakes, plum pudding, chocolate, pork, besides s couple of Canadian parceis, 
blimey! I'm getting prepared for the feed of my life, what we blokes would 
do without a Red Cross Society, God only knows, I can honestly say that we 
owe our lives to them, when I get back I'll tell you a story of what happened wher 
the boys got their first food parcel, Another eleven days will bring Christmes 
Day and isn't the old mouth organ band putting some time in rehearsing, I'm 
classed as a bit of a singer out here, too, so i look like being a bit busy 
on the big night; never mind, I'm prepared to sing for them till i bust, 
that is if I'm still conscious after the first song. I1 bet the kiddies are 
eagerly looking forward to father Christmas, let's hope that the real one's 


with them next year, anyway 1 xix believe things are looking up, by the way. 


Have had no more letters from you since last writing. The mail is very 
bad just lately. Still working o n the same job, Glad to say have had no more 
bad legs etc. since I've been working on top, The heat of the mine did not 


suit me. We have just had our Red Cross Christmas parcels, Tell everyone they 


were wonderful, especially the puddings. Love. Teddy. 


Iws very gled to get some more recent letters from you. By 

now I hope you have had several more from me, including the two studio photos 
(a group and a portrait) and some snaps. The gum boots you mention will be 
very useful, especially as i am thinking of volunteering for work on a farm 
as soon 28 the weather gets a bit better. A short while ago 1 was trans- 
ferred from the Library to the clothing store, because some one who understood 
German was necessary there. I don't like it quite so much as the other job 
but it's a change and that's the main thing in this life. Iam just ree 
recding Faust, with even greater enjoyment, The real gain here is in learning 
to understand anothe~ nation, which is one of the most stimulating experiences 
there are, You remarked once how glad you were that there was no aninus in 
my letters. My only reaction to this great tragedy is sorrow that it was 

not avoided, There is consolation for being denied the active role (which 


is in any ease one's duty) in the unique opportunity to become an unbiassed 


or as no one at home in either country can be. I hope you had a 


good Christmas (whith Frida, wasn't it?) Perhaps I shall be able to help 


you enjoy the next? Remember me to everyone, love from Howard. 


P.S. If anyone else gives some money for me, you can send cigarettes duty-free 


through the BriteAim. Tobacco Go, 


om: 2nd Lieut. Richard Pasworth 
concentramento per Prigionieri di Guerra, 
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letter: from my husband, dated )\avch oth, 
which explains about his move. He says 
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SANDWICH. KENT. 
Ref & AM/54425 7 
To the Red Yross rarcels Vept, 


, Py AVity A. KDO A !Qo3/2_ 
Please find enclosed P.O. for 5/- being 


my monthly contribution for parcels fund, 
I wish to thank you for hook received 
of ell the Red Yross Work and Prisoers of 
War NewS. We already have one, just 
released of al). the names of tne Camps 
and find it very interesting, I am hearing 
Sairly often from my son and he writes very 
cheerful.e{#c says he, and the boys with 
hini on the Farm, cannot thahk the "Rec 
Cross" half enough for the Food, parcels 
tney get every week. There are alweys some 
nice Snacks that they con't get on the 
‘harm Menu",fOne of his mates GUeseiHerst) has 
received hif¥clothes parcel so I am trusting 
he has got his byenow, he can take care 
of his woollies in case of enothcr winter 
in YVermany. I have had a “photo of him in 
& group quite recently and he looks very 
weli, the ground thick with snow but they 
have great coats on for which I felt very 
thankful. 

trust you will be able to carry on th 
the good work of getting the parcels through 
to our dear ladm but if it shouldifeil we 
know it will be no fault of the "Red Cross 
Otganisation®, 

Agein thanking you for all you 
have done and are doing. 
lam, faithfully yours, 
hrs. HM, Phillips. 

KRecsivec: lay Sth, 1942, 
Copzed IJ. * Sth, ” 


"So you know where we are now by that map in the newspaper, Your letter 
of March 9th reached me in 16 days. The weather now is like May in England 
and we appreciate it after the hard winter, when at times the temperature was 
°C 22 below zero. Watched a cricket match today between the Englanders and 
the Australians, the Englanders play the New Zealanders team next Sunday, We 


nts 


e to have a little fun one way and the other, So Daddy‘is at Millbank 


ee - . . we *) om | B o 7 ~ e . 
now. How is the job really going? I bought a lighter at the lager canteen, 
B. - is ” = .- —~ : . = ~—, = . - vy Z ¢ _* wt ~~ Mm A 

Lt works fine and it is very neat and simple. there has been a shortage of 


cigarettes and I have been rollin: French tobacco, The eye has 
siown a slight improvement during the last 2 months. Well I wish to God lI was 
back With you, You both seem to be sticking it out very well and patiently 
[his time last year I was at G@lyphado just outside Athens. It was glorious 


ry be 


+ 14» j ; +. » <r o% L ™ ow : w+ « . 7 : 2 Tr ~4 
tnere, About four days there and six of us went north by train to Larissa 


_ 


where the earthauake wa: rd v Jamace m™ yy] 1 fiat r Capt 
where the earthquake was, and what damage, That was where 1 fist saw Capt. 


4 ~ —_-* - TT ss ere” - - om ~ ~ ‘<2 T 4 oe ® 

otamv, He wanted one man for Volos 9 SO I fina Lliy completed the long journey 
o — a ~ iM 7 7 on" Lf s 4 ~ Pian | ' } s ¢ de 7 ~ % a ae 
nmy own, ireas of things nave nh ppened, you have got a lot to hear when 
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Il get back. Ihat's the price of cigarettes and beer these days? Well Vheerio 


- a ‘ mgr — oe | a + ! 
kK after yourselves. Lots of love. Scott," 


M ; , a . + ed bad 4 “ L en : - ae oa — * ~. ~ 
rest of the boys in my room are always misé¢rable, but my chum and J] are always 
: m4 rae rn \ a re . cn an « : ee « x 
Singing and dancing, L have a guitar, although I cannot play it I meke a big 
: r —— eo am *% wae ee * * hn en * \ ot bo 
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"We had a visit from the Pope's Messenger ‘this week, a priest of 
high repute; he gave us a beautiful travelling, luminous, eight-day, alarn, 
camera type clock with the papal crest as a memento, It was raffled amongst 
the whole camp and who should win it but little me}! A very nice memento. 

"Very little activity this week, have given up all routine occupations 
until the weather becomes warmer, it is beautifully sunny around midday, but 
otherwise freezing. Glad to hear all the news from Doreen, Roger must be 
quite a young man these days if he is so clever he must take after his Uncle 
Stanley}! I am looking forward to the photos. 


Fond love to you all. 
"Stanley." 


Weave... 


"Things here are very quiet, you know the rest of the proverb, 
let us hope it comes true. Thenks to the Red Cross who have proved our life- 
gavers wo receive our regular weekly food parcel ani 50 cigarettes. This 
week we had an extra bulk issue for Easter and yesterday's mem gives an idea 
that there is no need to worry. 


"Breakfast: porridge, bacon, tea (you should see us frying like 
in the Wild West); lIanch: oclipoleata sausage, chips, fig pudding. 

‘An Intermtionml Commission visited us the other day and, of course, 
once again assured us that repatriation was still proceeding. We all feel that 
this year will sce us home anyway. 631 is coming in very well laiely." 


ee ee & 


to 


I hope everybody at home is all right the same as this letter leaves me. 
“ell, Mum, I hope you enjoyed your Christmas because we here tried to be as jolly 
as possible, although our thoughts turned to those over the sea, Things are not 
so good here at present but thanks to the British Red Cross we are not doing too 
badly. By the way, Mum, give my sincere thanks to the Red Cross and tell them 
I hope they will carry- on with their splendid work, I must tell you that 1 have 
received no mail from you for over three weeks I was beginning to think of writing 
to Geneva to see if they can do anything about it. 

Your loving son 


Alfred, 


i 


"Once again I have the privilege of being able to write to you again, this 
time to thank you for your parcel which I have received cuite safely, and 1 can 
assure you I am very pleased with it Well, Mum, I hope everybody at home is 
keeping well, especially yourself and Dad for it cheers me up 2 lot to hear that 
you are well. You mention in your letter heve I heard from Rose, yes, Mun, I 

bu 


have and have also written to her, but what pleases me more is that /like her for 


although you have not seen her I can tell you she is 4 very nice girl. We are 


getting Red Cross parcels and I can tell you we are very glad to get them especially 
now winter is coming, and the work we are doing gives us hearty appetites, Before 
I come to the end of this letter Mum, do not +orget to send some toothpaste and 
brush in your next parcel for we cannot get it her, God bless you all. 

"Your ever loving son 


Alfred," 


7 
=) Saan 
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Christmas morning and reveille has just blown - a reveille of carol tunes 
on the bugle. As I shall be lying in bed a bit longer, I'll take the opportunity 
to wish you a merry Christmas, I was woken up about an hour ago by the sound of 


the gramaphone and given a cup of tea and a bowl of porridge and prunes. 


We've been preparing a long time for this day. id I tell you about the 


decorations? The Commandant inspected them and gave a prize for the best room; 


our was runner up. (“he bugler is still blowing and has just come to our door. ) 


_ 


Last night we had carol singers and the band. the first performance of our 


pantomime was yesterday evening. As for eating, the main farm of celebration, 


we shall do well. We drew two parcels this week (yesterday we ten took 72 tins 
of all imaginable kinds out of ours.) We are having midday dinner served the 
concert hall, and for ourselves this evening have a huge pudding about 70% fruit 
and nuts and a three-tier cake; also a fair store of liquor. 

Did you get my last letter with the photo, here is the other. And now I have 


no more space, except to send my Xmas greetings to everyone and all my love, 


Howard, 


Have had no mail since last writing. Three weeks without mail!! Probably 


thesnow is holding it up. Great deal of snow here at present. the parcels 


(personal ones) are also very slow in coming in, Very few of the fellows have had 


id 


. 
a 


parcels since we've been here, Somethine wrong somewhere, Am glad to say | 
Cross parcels are still merrily coming in. As you can realise there is very 
little I can tell you bout our life here, It goes on monotonously from day to 
day Still, of course, ant ing on the same job. Afraid it's 2 case of all work 
and no play ... However, we manage to make our own amusements and our inherent 
sense of hvymour always comes to the rescue, There is a funny side to most things, 
isn't there? ilow is Peter getting on these days, do you know? iI saw a drawing 
of his in our prisoners paper "The Camp". Pleased to say am now going on well, no 
more signs of prison legs etc. Plesse let the | ied Cross know about my books. I 
want to get going on wy studies as soon as I can, liow's Dad getting on these days. 
Standing up to the old war I hope. Am getting on quite well with my German although 
don't worry, I show no signs of wearing the swatilm. Tope to hear from you soon 

Love 


Teddy. 


Sent from George Crisp, Stalag V1ll B. £04 1482, 


"Winter here is on a scale you never see in England, very picturesque 


with great sweeping pine forests, feet deep in snow, wild reindeer 
and the young people skiing down the slopes in their winter sports 


kit. I was working in the forests last year and I got myself up 


to present strength there, 


SS 


ined | Oo 


27th October 1941. 


Great news for you! One of your parcels has arrived at last ~- 
the latest one sent off, dated August Sth, which is quite amazing, isn't it? 
What a lot of fine things youpacked into it - I have oeuiiteine now that I stood 

in need of before, It arrived intact and undamaged, the necdile bag amused us 
greatly. You must have spent hours and hours Imittine the helmet and things, 


Many many 
thanks. Almost immediately following came the second tobacco parcel, so, of 


just as needed here, where conditions are almost arctic at times. 


courses, I am feelines right on top of thing#! Red Cross food is still coming 
very well and we have heaps of good bcxks, Sverybody is very cheerful and fit, 
lets of football, lots of reading, making all kinds of models etc., etc., etel, 
I write my mil toward the end of the month, usually, so that I my answer (7)}! 
as many of your letters as possible, and I have hed such a lot this month, vp 
to and including yours of September 12th, I am very relieved to know that you 
are well again and things much as before. There is a very noisy rugger game 


going on outside, which I must watch, so cheerio for now, all my good wishes. Love 


from Len, 
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12th January, 1942. 


Albert Law. Stalag VIIIB.e 


tain 


"A few of us have been working clearing snow 
off the railway lines, we had a grand time coming 


donw the banks on a shove}. Hold on to the handle, 


sit on the pan and after a few times down , it's like 


ek 


ice, you shoot down about 30 yards of bank". 
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28th December 


Corporal W.H. Newman. Field Post. 


"We bad an impromptu concert in which I Bave 


a solo on the mouth-organ which apparently was a big 
success. " 
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Just a few lines to let you know I am getting along quit 


pana 


A 
ee es 


well, We have had a fall of snowand it is not»very nice moving about in 


it, however I think the worst is past, So much for the weather, let me tell 


7 » & 3 


nan | . 3 Ls. + »® ‘i TT pn: i ae ome ie ie Re 
you about the concerts we have had at this camp. rhe first one was rather 
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poor, but we just had a few mouth organs to make the music, the second was 
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much better with more mouth organs to make up a smal] 
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was better organised, Now there is one in preparation which should be ver; 
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good because band instruments have been sot and a small band is being go 
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together and are doing a bit of tuning up tonight so I hope we will soon have 
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fa . is e ile 7 + e " , a ~ Cp. er 
a couple of hours entertainment to help us /cheery I hope the whole famil; 
Y 
are in the best of health but more so you as you have not had ‘entirely a bed 
& 
of roses of late years, Well here's cheerio and heaps of love : be ishes, 
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"Sinee being a prisoner of war I have been organising concerts 
for the benefit of my more unfortumate comrades, last February I passed the 
commission and have got ell the repatrees together, we have formed a first class 
concert varty. On February 2lst, 231d and 24th we gave performances of 
“Pleasure Cruige" a Revue in five scenes, it wes so good that reople were 
brought from other camps to see it. The German authorities were very helpful 
in obteimins dresses, make up and scenery. It is said by the 200 British 
officers that they had never seen a show as good as England; of course jit is a 
while since they saw ons in the Uld Country. It is now the wish of the whole 


cast to put on this show in Mngiand on their arrival in aid of the British wounded 


orisoners. The production is entirely my own and anyone interested my write to 
me. At the time of writing I have Just received orders that the show is to do 


another two verformances, ou all the..best—ofLusi. 


"He tells me that he has learnt to speak ani understand German 
quite well and is the eamp interpreter, also does the cooking for the fellows 
and he said in one letter how lovely it was to have a nice hot cup of tea or 
cocoa before sleeping thanks to the generous Red Cross parcels which are 
appreciated by all. I would like to thank the Xd Cross for all the very 
fine work they are doing for our men." 


“COPY 


Parent at High Wycombe, Bucks. 
Sent from Stalag Vlll B 


'te has been in the carpenter shop since its inception, and among 
other things has made wooden legs for some of our wounded lads, 


crutches, chairs and tables and other articles of furniture. 


Needless to say my son Was employed in the Furniture Trade before the 


war," 


signed, Mrs, youens, 


23rd April, 1942. 


Stalag XVIILD 
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Red Cross a tin of Cod Liver Oil and it was gorgeous...." 
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REVIEW 


OF 


HOME GUARD 


celebrating the third birthday of the corps 


SSeS 


HYDE PARK 


ON 


Sunday, 16th May, 1943. 
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REVIEW OF H 
: PROGR: 


: Representatives of all Home Guard units will assemble 
In Hyde Park under the command of Field-Marshal Lord 
Milne. 


8.4 p.m.—The Parade starts from Marble Arch via 


STANHOPE GATE 

EAST GATE 

HYDE PARK CORNER 

PICCADILLY 

oe SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

fe Cin oa 
= CHARING CROSS ROAD 

ST. GILES’S CIRCUS 

OXFORD STREET 

MARBLE ARCH at 4.8 p.m. 


FIreELD-MARSHAL LORD MILNE 
supported by Mr. ATTLEE 
will take the salute 


One body of Home Guards will give a demonstration 
of tactics and battle drill at the ‘*Cockpit’’ in Hyde Park. 


The saluting base will be at Stanhope Gate. When the 

tail of the parade has passed the base, Hyde Park will be 

‘the scene of a demonstration of tactics, battle drill and 
weapons by another body of Home Guards. 


There will also be sector gatherings at Wembley 
Stadium and Danson Park, Bexley. One sector has 
arranged an evening service in Westminster Abbey, the 
assembly in this case being at Wellington Barracks at 
5 p.m., the parade marching to the Abbey via the Mall, 
Admiralty Arch, Whitehall and Parliament Square. 


OME GUARD 


,AMME 


South London battalions are all having their own 
celebrations, too, though most of them are taking the 
emphasis off ceremonial and putting it into training. 


The 18th (Camberwell) parade in the grounds of 
Dulwich College at 2.80 p.m. on Sunday. 


Among those who will witness the march past are Mr. C. 
G. Ammon, M.P. for North-West Camberwell; Mr. Brace- 


well Smith, M.P. for Dulwich; and Cllr. Round, Mayor of 
Camberwell. 


The 81st (Streatham) are sending contingents to Hyde 
Park, and to Croydon in the afternoon, and will also give 
a display on Streatham Common during Sunday morning. 


The 20th London will be ‘‘at home’’ to visitors at the 
Britannic House Sports Ground, Kangley Bridge Road, 
Lower Sydenham. 


Following a church parade at 3 o’clock, there will be 
a march past half an hour later, and at 4 o’clock a number 
of displays will commence. 


Many new weapons will be on show, and visitors will 
see demonstrations of unarmed combat, bayonet fighting, 
and first aid. 


The 56th (Balham) invite the public to an assault-at- 
arms on Tooting Bec Common on Sunday. 


The demonstration will include battle drill, bayonet 
fighting, close combat, and a technical exercise in which 
signals and first-aid services will take part. 


There will also be demonstrations of the sub-artillery 
now used by the Home Guard. 


Headed by their band, the battalion will march from 
their headquarters along Balham High Road, Tooting Bec 
Road, ElmbourneRoad, and Bedford Hill to the Common. 


The following message from the King to the 
Home Guard on the occasion of its third 
anniversary to-day has been issued as a Special 
Army Order: 


»* On this, the third anniversary of the formation 


a of the Home Guard, I, as your Colonel-in-Chief, 


would like you to know how greatly I appreciate 
the regularity with which, in spite of many 
difficulties, you keep up your attendance at 
parades, and how gratified I am by the _ high 
standard of proficiency to which you have 
attained. 


‘* It must, I am sure, be encouraging to you to 
know that the value of your training has been so 
clearly felt by those who have left to join en 
Regular Army. 


‘* Many of you now take your place side by side 
with my Regular Army in the Anti-Aircraft and 
Coastal Defences, and as that Army passes more 
and more to the offensive, so will your responsi- 
bility for the defence of this country grow heavier. 
The importance of _ r role will therefore 
inevitably continue #© increase. 


‘*The Home Guard has built up a tradition 
of service and devotion to duty. I am confident 
that the coming year will add to that tradition 
and to the debt that my people owe to you.”’ 


te follew back and round up. 


Water Works and a bus will be supplied to 
training mee which these exercises provide i 
that the maximum possible numbarg of xembers wili turn 


* 


hi Be carried. 


~ HOME GUARD 


df (A fe: 


_ Although Recruiting for the Home ay 
Guard has been generally suspended 5] f 
for the time being, the St. John's Wood 
(D.S.) Company is still UNDER STRENGTH 
and additional members between the 
ages of 17 and 65 are required NOW. 
Application forms should be obtained 


from the Police Station, New Court 
Street, N.W.8 (behind North Gate 
Flats), and information as to Enrol- 
ment, Duties, etc., can be obtained 
from D.S. Company Headquarters, 4, 
Grove End Road, Major (Commanding 
Officer) H. D. G. Leveson-Gower, 
Telephone Cun. 7476, from 9.30 a.m. 
to 12 noon and 5.30 to 8 p.m. 


75th August, 1940 


ee 


re Home Guard_ 3.12.44 LeBe 


r ue »ar oa © 
The Stand=Down" paracae of t 


om ae po ae ~— +1, | 
winday Dec.2ra 1944 saw the "Stand-down" parade of the NjotexRaxk 
= * ‘. ‘ 4 ¥ . , , 
“has Guard, when 7.000 men ppt deat Pe Home Guard units of all over the 
pomMme GWualca Wen non 1 


} 


Coun Ury ‘ack pal Th ae g52 ana eT emont C7 Dal aCe e 


- 


~- ’ £ ak tk ee ft ; “ ann  TIxsA Damis 
inv, watched the parade ah: 1 the Marble Arch entrance of nyae tie 
. 5 eo 


7 ' . 1» eee b M + eS A A i 
i Os T° TI ia Oe ye ; ‘ATA S Te Se it T. 17 C) AWK. ers sel 1 ing i hey ad 5 \v o 7 ee 2 hb Wala 
a ae 44 , anir 
4 > c 4 f Di o, \VCYOT TH wean i An a 1 OYITS OR UuVEe 
T'O 3A Cte cs a] i en OUT on! . de VAS BS VW UU Wwe rae Pe rO\ CO. I : Me 6e¢e¢ so - . "S01 A 
~ * 1 ai Sa : “~*~ — | 
Programnes", Until 2=45pm when the parg 568 were shut a continuous 
~ WiGe% Bf 2h - ~ * ealinca? obs . ; 
a ‘ ~ — obe “Toes - ~~ : re A -—- oa a. ‘ _ ne <r; ~- 4. > et. ae ae | a 5! 
flow of people entered the park, And among the many spectators sant 
_ = wa we : ‘ = ss 
~ a ¢ -_ we sae Eee _ 4 e ate — ho — . -4- coe, . | --| oa x tk rT . 
many aeep On el Lner Siae tne nara lie" route were hundreds Ot KRBXXBARUES 
- ene pages ia wee aoe ~~ 9 rn | hic nan Oa vi sade 
Home Guards 10 had come to see their coiseasgues on tneliP i117) de DaPadCe 
; , z a : e i Sa. ‘i ,. 1 er Se . ak a. TY = ‘ le 
An enormous crowd: turned out to pay Iinal tribute Lo the Home Guarc 
5. oe An ; sTAL ar “Teek their cameras Rriticgh Movietone 
eoVUpM american SOLGLeErsS CLICK tnelr Camerase SrLcTcLisn MOVLEVO. 
i4@e LY « crassa vost a a 4 ° ae. Eee : -: a 
— nie “— . ara f oy ~0 i . . 
Cameramen and the 5,5,C, are tnere too The crowd are in nhign gocuLer 
‘ ; 5 i ae ae a ae a a 
Sp TLUS. UThevire s crand Lot of men", A young oird says-s 
1aRated ~~ ee ae ott > be Z esate: i : e . 
if (NX. a¢ ~ AnAtrararn “y 41 a a rath - apy Aa t 7 f [ b 
'The Home Guard's covered up a multitude of agg What with ‘shan 6 in 
monet ~ulad ¢ a ns inn whee Os  - T | n : t "4 PO WA fy ~, Aeas mis > LC 4 
aF db dole ¢ 54 = v7 m’ gear pf . ith ZOLNE yO Hom Le quar miata (922 tee 3 SOE S art NK em gb oa pur Ons 
afe* .% + si an 7 . 


s 
for the rest of the rbegrny well, he'll have to fish up some new excuse 
now" "Come on, tet the kids ge “ag - the front" and everybody 
makes way for them, But nothing angers the -owd more than pushful 
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omers angling 101 front positions. 


"iie you= YES YOU (sneeringly to M30D) watcher pushin! 
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for Alee, He said he'd be second on the left, You'll see his two stripes. 
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eoopm, The parade begins, Marching eight abreast men of the Home 
Guard march paste Ihe young with the old, the tall and the short.As far 
as the eye can see stretches a sea of khaki clad fifures, As individual 
units are recognised a burst of clapping breaks OULe 


"Good old Middlesex"..... "That's the stuff Englend's made of" 


ly near Inv. are busy searching the lines for "Alec"! (chosen to 
a his reziment because he's the creck shot) 


" I gan't see Alec, They all look alike to me" 

4 it's a ON to affect my eyesight looking up and down 
+ ad A 't 

" jae said he'd. De on the eT iaSE EA £30 
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‘The "Stand=down" parade of the Home Guard, | 312,44 L.B. 
= Duo 


Suddenly there's great excitement, 


'Tere he ise quick=- before he slips by (points) And he IS 
on the outside left as he said he'd be" 


"Just look at him= all out of step" 


People congregated near to the family give "Alec"” and his men a hearty 
Clap. The family smile gratefully in apppreciation, 


llany of the spectators are craning their necks trying to spot 
folks they know, "They're the Cumberland lot" and further away & party 
claps, "That lot's from Manchester, This time Inv, claps¢ 


"Thgg've cone their share - they deserve all the credit, they've 
given up a jot of their time" 


An elderly Home Guard with a beard heads one contingent. 


"Look at the old boy. Show them the works pop, Old soldiers never 
die, they onby fade away," 


A child of about six (bewildered at the number of Home Guards in the 
parade) says: NAre they marching round and round Mum? 
and Mum answers "No love, they're all different men$ 


3e45pm, the last eight come into view and pass, People clap for 
time, FS35C to little girl: "It's all over, It's the end" 
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frail white=haired lady edging away fromtthe crowd says: 
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"let's hope this time it is the end, They've seen service 
in two wars, let's hope they'll be needed no more" 


which remark seemed to sum up the general feeling, 
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5 AUG 1947 
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DRESS. Battle dress with res »irators, Havereack (containing rations) 
etcel helmets. Rifle and bayonet not $o be carried. 


BRING. Rations: enough for the weekend of tea, sugar, margarine 
meet and/ or Beacon and any extrae you like (and can 
get) such as Jam, oake eto, 

res) «mug and plage (unbreakable/, knife fork and spoon. 
si g0ap, towel, ragor ete. 

ge of sox, shorte end/or bathing trunks, gyn 

8, pyjamas, pu).lover. 


POOD. The unrationed food, such as bread, vegetubles, milk, Ski will 
be provided for the whie patty and the cost shared, 


TIM % PLACE. Meet at Company H.Q. at KAXK 14:30 hours (2:30 p.m.) 
Saturd@y. Members baggage wile wihl not go bn the 
haversack can go witha the transport, 
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} GUARD 
Sarewell 


PARADE 


HYDE PARK 


At 3 p.m. 
AND 


STAND-DOWN PARTY 
ROYAL ALBERT HALL 


At 6.30 p.m. 


SUNDAY, 3rd DECEMBER 1944. 


PROGRAMME 
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HOME GUARD 


Ceremonial Parade 


The Parade consists of about 7,000 members 


of the Corps, representing all Units throughout 


Great Britain and Northern Ireland, with 
Eleven Bands. Each Unit is represented by 
three other ranks and Officers from each 


Command. 


The Band of the Irish Guards will play the 
Parade past the Saluting Base, at which the 


following will be in attendance: — 


Sir James Grigg, the War Secretary; Mem- 
bers of the Army Council; General Sir Harold 
Franklyn, Commander-in-Chief Home Forces; 
and Sir Frederick Pile, General Officer in Com- 


mand Anti-Aircraft Command. 


The Assembly Point is near Marble Arch, and 


the March Past commences at 3 p.m. 


RUU TE: 


STANHOPE GATE. 


HYDE PARK CORNER, 


PICCADILLY, 


PICCADILLY CIRCUS, 


REGENT STREET, 


OXFORD STREET, 


MARBLE ARCH, 


TYBURN GATE, 


and through 
HYDE PARK to RING ROAD. 


STAND-DOWN PARTY 


Royal Albert Hall 
At 6.30 p.m. 


For members of the Home Guard only 


Given by the following artists: — 


TOMMY TRINDER 


CICELY COURTNEIDGE 
VERA LYNN 


GEORGE ROBEY and 
VIOLET LORAINE 


BENNETT & WILLIAMS 


JOSE FEARON and 
CHARLES GILLESPIE 


ELSIE & DORIS WATERS 
ROB WILTON 
AND 


LOUIS LEVY with his Band of Fifty and a 
Chorus of Thirty with MONIA LITER. 


FRIDAY 
SUNDAY. 


>. = 


WEDNESDAY. 


Ath Rugusf 


21s) August, 
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PORICE STAND -®y 


BATT H.Q . Piquat (2 Hanor Way) 10-59 - 67. 
DEPOT STAND-RBy. 
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Tele:- Consett.373 No.3 (Lanchester)Battalion, 
Headquarters, 
Gas Company Offices, 
Consett. 


It is proposed to hold a birthday party on 
Saturday 24th Ma, 1941, from 6p.m. to 8.p.m., at 
the Home Guard Headquarters, Lanchester. 


This party is for Officers ana their wives 
only, and it is proposed to invite regular Officers 
serving in the district, and the Battalion Commanders 
of home Guard Units ajoining, also the Zone Commander 
and the Group Commanders. ~ 


Officers willing to join, will be asked to 
pay 5/= (five shillings) towards the cost. Sherry 
only will be servédz, and it is hoped to have a 

\% band. | 


Will Officers wishing to attend, please 
notify their Company Commanders. 
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§ eleven men, five did not avail 
Pam cranes of this opportunity. 
, §6ft is to be hoped that this 
disinterest in national affairs 
is not general throughout the 
Forces as H bodes ill for the 
after war years: when so many 
great jobs will have to be 
tackled. 

It is ‘painful to think of 
grown men being so lazy and 
heediess of their responsi- 
bilities and while talking of ali 
that is to be done when the 
war is over seem to think, 
"Oh it’s O.K., there’s always 
gemeone to do it without me 
worrying myself.” What a 
Silly attitude of mind! 

We as a democracy and a 
free peame have the means 
within our grasp to alter things 
for the betier, and the pre- 
requisite for this is the ability 
to record a vote—a very 
valuable thing for which men 


have struggled hard in past. 


years. 

So many of our troubles in 
the years since 1918 have been 
caused through the indifference 
of people to their responsibiti- 
ties as a democracy amd if 
freedom of thought and speech 
is to be retained these people 


me weep. When I consider that § 
I serve in an_ enlightened 
civilian Army; its apathy to- 
wards the future of its camiry — 
I find more than pathc ic—it'e 


This morning, the Se : ' 


Major announced that. 


, Which, 99 he said, * are be eT : iy 
scarce and unless you ina he 


' use ONe, don’t take one.” Later i 


these forms were handed 

and I was amazes. to See. 

few took one. | 
‘When.the forms were — 


- Sack for signing by an’ 


the average for this © 
was _less than two forg 
tén men. ‘And this f 
representative of every 
ment and Corps in Italy, go neo 
one Unit Education: officer ig: 
to -blame.. ; : 
The blame lies inthe 


of the average man who @ : ) 
the ”’don’t care” attiitde. | 
| ee " am woud Tie to thank cage 
. os 
, ‘Rifleman ” (mame and address Vote. Prat ae te he 
supplied) writes: . plain. I hope you. wi _ 
Political unconsciousness more explaining ine ing . 
of the average soldiér makes system and every man’s ¢ 


L/Bdr. Stoyel, A. J., 
. Regt., R.A., writes; 
Lice: CARTER seems to con- 
sider that the completion of 
AF B2626 be made compulsory 
but only due to active service 
conditions, where certain men 
may miss the opportunity to 
compiete these forms, and he 
casts a slur on his own unit, in 
addition to other units, by § 
stating that phrase ” when it ¥ 
is available ’’! 
Let me tell L/Cpl. Carter this 
fact. In my unit, out of 80 men 
14 refused to sign the form 
because they weren’t interested! 
After five years of war there is 
stili a big percentage of men 
who "aren't interested” in 
their own welfare and own 
prospects after the war. And 
this percentage does not 
decrease in other units. Most 
significant of all, those who are 
*not interested” are the first 
to biame Parliament and other 
e for their misfortunes! 
Cpl. Carter protests at your 
tone in the article ’Your Vote.” 
I praise it, for there is no doubt, § 
in my mind, that there is still } 
a big percentage of men who § 
must be "mentally deficient” § 
when they refuse to complete } 
their voting form even when jf 
Sivren the chance. | 
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Mass-Ob servation, 
21 Bloomsbury Street, 


Dey Aus Kye Hat en, 


There has been sane considerable publicity in the press recently about the 
soheme for allowing mabers of the forces to vote by proxy in coming elections 
i&% is olear from published letters that expericnce has been very different 
from unit’to unit We want to gct a balanced picture of the oxtemt to which 
the facilities are being uSed, how far applications for the neacssery qalif- 
ying form are being mado} end, where they aro not being made, the reasons why 
‘pe@le ge not availing themsclves of the opportunity to rogister thdr vote 


Could you bk t us have a report on this, so far as your own expemicnee goes: ? We 
should lile to have it by July 12th, if possible - the sooner the better, But 
Af you can't menage it by thon, please smd it aling later. 


Though this note is duplicatedy we are circulating it to a strictly limi tod 
mmber of poole and wo vory'much hope you will be able to hdlp. Please write 
direst to our London offiec, as above. 

Bost wi shes 


yours sincerely, 
poe: Hye >< <2 4, 


‘ , oh 4, 
* 


| ze - . : . re — ts pie 
VAIN ANN A AMO B 


. > 
’ , o ff st ‘ 
a ' » 


. F 4 r 
. A i, b f 
“y : a F + o ; 
ss A / | 
‘ se ; j ~ % L 2% ~ 
; er 


eRe 
- Za WREST PAU 


J. Lud Ciscoe 

M 040-0 Kare lion er 

wm Blies Wc 
WC\. “a Hid rn 
ok 


Radius in ow QCTe, w o Lode, ‘a ot, 
a pernree pee To vk bm 0 OXY ( ELeet owe’ aN ee 
ruer Corees) 
Yj a qe a as On ak ) Mao” A 


KAN We worl s A FIAF CrnoA Xo aint J ion on OW 
2 arded. 


felsic i Gaara dem fo bd tov lie complet 
Lew ne anmeracge “JT, Anch as orn Ie. ha Aden PAnean 
Ow Roh T ie ay Ow (eat i ae aes poakiel 


On. aise a ON POX. ie Lng, XO hes keen 


ee han | RODD Stet endaewe’ DS geh—hox 


| Sparc Asa fe poet oe nok WA OS UA a4 


AREST PARK 
\ 


AR ace 


ee ee oe De. wee as . . Ce i a ee Pe ek ee Mn See, on ae og 


ED RI HONE SIM OR I AT ERC: Oe WN Babe os ' ‘ ed a el a 


L Sane Oe ED RRS 3. NE XP > . ay hing OR orga ha 
Maes 
P a 


3 $ 


ee ee ee ° , = 2 ~ _ s a6 = - - ~ m sles BO Mn Fp PEO GTB foo * 4 ON RF RE ME TP eS RTE, RR TUE oe CRETE GD RR, 1 hee Seen Ds PUNE RED e POE Se I RE BO SM- OPE BFE. Oe Oe ee ee ee Tt ee 


ATE OR it Da gO ie 4 + ss . “ oa 4 nani Em iain a ee ee eRe Ss 2 Sd Bele or ee SI NS PD AP ART RO DMS 


a SO OOD 1 ~ _gctet  AaoL : ae arr jutbe a Vt th eee 


no ond oe Sy oan eee et Se ERD FT. deny . 


eo Beem ea ee | 


Pee ek a ee eee aed 


ee ae | 


aieal et ee ee ee ; "i wae. Wad - Ve : “a . re w s 


eee ee ee 


PAS AOR RR ia MER a Lane gga * git th te Me By AM oho 


ee et coe eC te ee eee ne . ” Ps 3 te ae 


wow een Werte ed SUBD, 6 PG ANE OER IES? he OE SI AO DI OOM OS pene en Ag ern ee ee See ee er ee ee ae ee aed Frew CER - ate aa ere Oe eee en eet tee, See Se te eR, err me 


* 


| 
r ; ° J 
ff : J . 4 . ; 

. | f° ; 

| ! ee ; 

; | J , 

if) . j : 
e | ~ » ‘ | 


41 


/ Mead aan, | Bs Aya sha tty Aha 6 a of 


hw, ) : 6 & , xq by we if hh os rhs of bo 7 ey ' a §Llee 


f 


At. i Ae re. Cart gig Lee ae 4 BAT ‘ Caw | one M™<e 


» 
- 


EM i CFF. 


WARDEN — Poin. 
/SLeé of DWEPPEY. KE. 


Se eetieadiinndetneeties spent teehee 


a] 


. Se nn ee ee te ee 


ee REN a ARS ae NN OE ne i 


i 
a a 


AHA 


ee ee 


A OER ae ONS te AE 8 


-’ « 
$2.2 C2. 
Ei RA OO AES, EF, St ADEPT ES - . cn Sa 


IMR en Muew eayome 


Ce 


Se RO 8 etme) 


PASH Cn err | 


tC -« Se med 


ne ee See 


ee 


ce AER Ne a AO LOA Nt AL AS ALP CEO 


ee erage ee eben > 


tg em et lig tye se is 


FROM: - | 
N,SEDGWICK, 1684464 A.C,1. 


HUT 12 , RAF., 


GREAT WITCOMBE, 
NR. GLOUCS,. 
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eS ELECTION REGISTRATION. 
FIRSTLY THERE APPEARD IN D.R.O!S THE NOTICE TO THE EFFECT a 
THAT ANYONE WISHING TO REGISTER THEIR MAMES AND COMPLETE _ 
THE FORM COULD DO SO ON APPLICATION AT THE ORDERLY ROOM. 
THE RESPONSE TO THIS WAS NEGLIGBLE, VERY FEW EVEN NOTICING 


AND UNDERSTAND ING THE NOTICE. AFTER ALLOWING A WEEK TO PASS 
OF THIS VOLUNTARY REGISTRATION, AND ORDER WAS PLACED IN. 
DRO'S THAT ON THE FOLLOWING PAY-PARADE ALL WOULD COMPSETE 

THE FORM. THIS WAS ALMOST COMPULSORY BUT ONLY TO THE EXTENT 


T@ THAT NO PUNISHMENT WOULD 6% FOLLOW SHOULD ANYONE FAILS 2 


THUS STILL SOME COULD NOT BE BOTHERED TO EXERT THEMSELVES 
SUFFICIENT TO REMAIN THE FEW MOMENTS NECESSARY TO COMPLETE * 
THE FORM, AS A RESULT A SHORT WHILE AFTER CAME A FINAL a 
IN DRO'S THAT ANYONE HAVING STILL FAILED TO COMPLETE THE gf 
MAY DO SO IN THE ORDERLY ROOM, THAT POSSIBILITY 1S STILL = ™ 
AVAILABLE. ae | 
THOUGH THERE ARE SOME |NEVI TABLE GAPE APPROXIMATELY 
90 TO 95 PER CENT OF THE STATION (CORPS. AND O.R.S) HAVE 
COMPLETED THE FORM . NO DETAILS ARE AVAILABLE AS TO THE 
POSITION OF OFFICERS AND SENIOR NCO'S. ) 
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‘Practically eed ryitid fn ‘the: ‘arny shoi a: ‘know ations’ 
tks scheme. It has b99n givan publicity (limited ] 
agreds) within. units, but: eny*porson sufficiantly interested 
and Capeble of reading’ should heve had an: ppportunity to 
study the notices dispbayed. I think:it:is:fairly pafo 
to assum9 thet tho'Govt's Publicity’ has reached all ‘those 
of reFfsonabls SRS As ONE Ys and that thos® psopls who are 
just to Lazy or: stupid’ to £xe study. the notices hays boon 
catered for by the Daily ‘Mirror and thos9:other papers. 
which eppeal to such psopls. . Seriously I fool that it 
is‘ safe’ to assume that eat least 80% of the army know-of the 
Oxistencs of tho schems; and ‘sither know tho. Seuebhe of 
it, or whore to.obtain those deteiis. 


Unfortunately very few mon in thse service appeer 
eto be et all enxious=to- avail themsslv9s of tho ovportunity. 
‘I Can: give you'a definit® axemple'of a good: 'Cross section’ 
of the army. Approx & men were involvsd tradesmen, 
Clorks, duty men, down to ord9rlids. avery ons of these 
mon know of the scheme and had every facility to study 
ths dstails and aebtain tho necessary form without any 
inconyenisncs to themsslv9s and without encroaching on 
their spare time. aut 2 of them obtainsd a form, Completed 
and despatched it, en other Completed e form and then 
held on to it becauss he objected to an officer attrIsting 
it. It was not until each of these psople had a form 
placed in their hand@ that thoy took any stops at all to 
Complete it. ... gven .then thers was no real desire to do go. 
Th? typical attitud® was - * Oh that - I suppos9® I might 
as woll - B'11 do it later’ How many of them did 
evenyually Complsts ths form I do not know = I gsv9s it 
up in disgust at that stago. 


I feel thet the authorities oould do more. Scie 
e.g. Order lectures to be given within units, print 
reasonable impressiv? notic3s in simpl® language so 
that they are understandable and not frightsnine. ..._— 
If tho army want, say, a particular types of tradesman 
large Coloured post3rs ar® pasted up around tho Barracks, 
but for a soldisr to vote an official notice abougs:7" x 5" 
is prepered. Tho authoritiss appsar to be vory: - 
anxious to Ccéver themsslv9s on this point, they don't 
went to fell in tho cart, and thoy do everything: that 
Could be legally demand2d:.of them, but they us® no - 
peaychology in providing for the mental outlook of the 
avOpar® soldier who, without being snobbish, I have concluded | 
aftor 44 yrs of association with 1 not a parser arly ‘ 
bright sp ec iman. ) 


I understand from my brether in the Re Ae Fe'y iene, 
of cours®, the standard of education and intelligence? is 
highor than that of tho army, that at: his particular: station 
tet tho Commending Officer gavs quits. a good -leetur? on 
the scheme‘ and' ths sompilation of th?-forms;: in: addition 
to distributing a form:to every ond,0f his mon. 


e 


Best wish9s, and: please 19t m9 know if-I can 
assist: you'at any othor tims: © I ¢an't promise much-but 
I'll certainly dovwhatever my spare tims vormits. 7 + 


Tours sincerely, : 
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* Army Form B.2626 (Electoral Register) 


a 


: Herewith a few notes on the above form, based on 
my Observations at this Depot. You will appreciate that, although a 
large number of men come through here, I personfally have very little 
contact with them, and I have not been able to question as many as Il 
should have liked. 
I have, however, obtained particulars of 14 cases, 

and they work out like this: 


Form filled in and posted ¢.. ... 2 (includes: myself) 
Form filled in but not posted ... l 
Form heard of, but no action taken ; 


Form never heardof ... ove eee 


The ACI giving particulars of the form has been 
published as "Notice Board Information’ and has been posted on all 

Battery Botice Boards for some months past. The Batteries have a large 
stock of forms, and (so far as I know) there has been no bar of any sort 


to men filling them in and having them witnessed by officers. 
) My own experience was as follows: 


I saw the ACI on its first publication, and noted that we had 
indented for the necessary forms. 1 made a note in my diary to do 
Something about it in about a fortnight's time. When 1 enquired at my 
Troop office 1 was told that they were still waiting for the forms - the 
notice was up already. 


Having Occasion tO visit a friend in another Battery office, l 
found his stock of forms had just arrived, so took one of his. I was 
then faced with the difficulty of getting an officers signature without 
disclosing my source of supply. 1 solved this by waiting till my 
subaltern friend came home on leave, getting his signature, and posting 
them form. | | 
I think the majority of men here have heard of the form, tmt I 

don't think they realise its importance. When I informed a group of men 
that they were unlikely to get a vote after the war unless they filled it 
in, they were loud in their protestations that they would do some thing 
about.it. 
| I doubt whether they will, however, because of the terrible 
‘| apathy that sets in in the aa? It just 1s too much trouble to go 
round to the Battery office and make enquiries. If I were C€.0. here 
I shoudd deal with the matter in an ABCA lecture, have supplieg of B2626 
available at the time, and get the officer giving the ABCA to witness the 
forms. . The trouble here is, that everyone is so bound in red-tape they 
are afraid to do any more than they are actually told. ‘hey put up all 
=| the necessary notices, they make all the necessary arrangements, but they 
* do nothing to amplify the matter so that the orginary Gunner can under- 
; stand what is going on. Men in the Army are very shy of the printed word, 
' and also of the “official” word (by that I mean the sort of talk that is 
_ given by | : 
a ossible, 
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Obligations. » Army, part 
unless they are forced to. 

Personnel in the forces should be registered cOmpulsorily, and 
. everyone at elections should be compélled to vote. Why not? - It's 
their duty. 
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25 JUL 1044. 


Note New Address. 


Dear Mir. Wilicock. 


Your letter comes at guite an opportune moment for at last 
I am free of the clutches of our Unit Censor, with whan I have had so much 
trouble over my own voluminous correspondence, That is the reason that I have 
been unable to send in any stuff to you for the last 2 Directives. 


Happily that, period is now over and reunited with my 
wife in an uncensored part of the cauntry I can proceed full cry...etc. 


I'm afraid that my report will not be of much use 
to you with your letter in mind. Here the cards. i.e. forms of application 
were given out, one to each individual, and collected, signed, again by 
our Administrative Staff. The same happened with the attached 1.7.5. 


Ll have made some enquiries discreetly and so far 
(and unless I give away security figures) I can only tell you that there 
is less than pmxmk 1 in every 500 cards given out that have been returned 
unsigned for reason of refusal, and one of these cases anyway was of a 
girl who had lost her home and relatives and naturaily could not tell 
where she would vote ( that is if she even worried about it in the circs). 


It worked like clockwork here as.1 say and apart 
from one or two moans about the purely” absent voting side of it, everyone 
thought it an excellent thing. Some others went to the other extreme and 
put up the old one about the Govt. worrying about their post war prospects 
eechis mostly from small minded people who saw nothing right in an thing 
the Govt.do. 


I was,until youfsass raised the question, under the 
impression that it rested on the Commanders to see that these cards were 
filled in and not on the men themselves. In anycase I can easily understand 
that the result has been disappointing. It is notorious that 0.0.s may 
even not have read the omer, not bothered to put the notice on the board 
and thirrday, not bothered to indent for the cards themselves. There are so 
many orders etc and this one Was wrapped up with the rest that it might so 


asily be passed over, 


On the subject of voting itself 1 have met canparat- 
ively few people who do not wish to vote after the war at the elections. 
The ones who do not wish,@&aydo so from the inferiority view..that of one 
vote (i.e. mine) wort make any difference..why should I bother? 


I have noticed by the way that you seem to mix up 
the two things; the ‘ordinary voting by proxy at the bye-elections and the 
ma cing up the Roll of Electors. I have answered the Roll question and have 
made one or two enquiries on the other. I find here too that our Admin 
send to the men themselves the fomrn of SS when they see that 
Notice of Bye-election is published in 4.0.i.'s. and as far as is known 
all do send off these forms. As I say it has been assumed almost that this 
is a compulsory job to be aone by our Admin. leaving it of course to the 
men to send off the form. ‘The result iS meme that the bother of 

a 


getting the form and Pilling it in ( th&®is typed in by she staff) . 


is out; consequently the form gets sent OLE hawy the wihis a; Ce Ant~aeg . 


sorry 1 have no red revolutions to rep Ore from 
here ( ASE. ° Ls Bournemouth but I'm post ng thes when Ll reach Leeds to avoid 
4 9 . ng 


Lt belng unit censored) Mec tf do not think I'm letting out any secrets f, 
(eas t L hope not} 


Best wished 


Yours smnecerely. 


Vi Mie hk at alge DE Hea eb 


«sae i NOB ence ER Mp aa A tN A | RR A HE Ne a ae ” “a ee ee re te ae 
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Welfare Services (Newspaper Section), 
HQ, AeAeI. (Rear Admin Ech) 
CoM.F. : : 


xt 13 Aug 44 


I have only gust received your letter of 1 July addressed 

to HQ, 12 Infantry Bridgade. Would you note chanve of address ? 
The other office have it. I am now on the editorial staff of 
the British forces newspaper "Union Jack", | 

We launched a campaign to bring to the notice of soldiers the 
importance and significance of the form B.2626 which would a:point 
& proxy to vote for them, by a whole-page display in the issue of 
June 27, &@ copy of which I enclose. Since then there have been a 
number of letters received showing the variusus. attitudes, which are 
fairly representative of a the miews shown in the number of letters 
received onthe subject. I send-all1 the letters printed to date on 
the subject in the readers letters feature we call "Fighting Man's 
Platform", which is elways interesting to reflect the varduus ideas 
of men in the army out in Italy and whet they are thinking about. 
I think it would be a good thing if you could arrange to have 
"Union Jack" and "Eighth Army News" sent to you regularly. I will 
see about getting it sent to you. There are of course similar 
army newspapers issued in all the various thectres of war, like 
S E AC -.which Frenk Owen of the Evening Standard is running - 
and BEF, copies of which in my opini n would be invaluable for 
the wotk of M.0. -— but Iexpect you have thought of all that before 
and do in fact have them. 


The trouble about the Voting Form business is that they are not 
automatically sent rowmd to every wnit, the adjutant or his sergeant 
has to indent for them — write out a letter asking for them - to the 
Stationery depot. If he can't be bothered to do this, or his letter 
goes astray or he mislays the original directive about how to get hold 
of them or anything else happens to ywevent him writing off, his unit 
just gets left out and no one is any the wiser. It is a thing ortanised 
from below, and not imposed from above. It is no one’s fob to see that 
@11 wits in the British army have these forms. It is left to the 
administration officer of each unit to see that sis mit is supplied and 
no one does anything about it i8 he takes it into his head not to 
pursue the matter. The original directive is contained in a thing 
called a General Routine Order which contsins hundreds of little 
orders every week - how té@ indent for bombs and how to get unleaven bréad 
for Soldiers, Jewish Faith, Passover for the use of, and how to apply 
‘to an affiliation order. Only about three things ovt of 6 hundred 
every week apply toyour unit. a 


- 


Even ifthe adjutant has taken the trovble to get hold ofthe 


forms, it is then left ot the soldier, probably on Pay Parade the 
forms are put out on the table and anyone can take one if he wants, 
As you will see from the letters I am sending ou, the procedure 
seems to vary from unit to unit - according to keeness and enthusiasm 
of the officer concerned - a factor that determines everything con- 
cerning the wlelfare or administration of the soldier always. 
Yournever need do anything at all for anyone, end you will never 

get anything in return if you do. 

The reason why peoule wno have the opportunity do not‘ Beke 
advantage of it, is pure laginess. it is not something they are 
going to pet an immediate reutmrn for. here sre so many little 
finickety things that have to be done Bhatno one every sees the 
result of , that they think this is Hust another and that it is 
not urgent and it can wait - and what the hell anyway ! It's .all 
too remote an vague. After the war ? Voting ? What difference 
is my vote going to make ? Just can' t be bothered. It's so 
bloody hot. Let's go. to kip for Gods séke, Been standing around 
on that ruddy pay parade long enough without wasting further time 
filling in useless forms. 

Or they take one, put ih in their pockets meaning to do it later 
-end they just forget all about it. | 


sincerely 


nhugh sarty 


LE 16.7.44. 


ARMY VOTING. 
fhe report that follows deals with events in am battery of Field 


Artillery at present still stationed in this country. The battery and 
the regiment to which it belongs pod a high standard of efficiency in 
all administration matters, and atT questions of pay, leave, orders, etc., 
tend to work extremely smoothly. The standard of intelligence in the 
Haraont is probably high, but there are a very large percentage of 
ceuntry people, many of them with service from territobial days. 

I had read of Army Form B2626 in the papers but rather vaguely and 
had not considered acting upon it at the the time. When, however, the 


New Statesman took the matter up and the Herald published a leader on 


the subject I began to get interested. I discovered that, although this 
was late May, nobody had posted up the A.C.I. Notice Board instruction 
which had appeared in the first week of April. I discovered too that 
novody knew where the pamphlet was that was supposed to be read by all 
officers before attesting any forms. 

I car eehed the battery clerk for a form. He had not heard of it, 
and certainly had never seen any. He applied through to regiment, who 
also had none. They went through to division and could not at—least 
get them straight away. They were ordered. 

From one regimental clerk, however, I had organised two forms - 
he himself had borrowed three off a friend of his in another unit. One 
of these he used himself, one I used and the third went to a sergeant 
with extreme left wing tendencies. Neither I nob the regimental clerk 
had a single other application for. any such form; probably if thee 


had been any people interested in the battery they would have com to 


me as I am notorious for my efforts to create a political consciousness. 


2626 2. LE 16.7.44 
I thought that this was the last of the story. However, at the 


beginning of July, the mmgx battery clerk reported to me that the forms 
were on and there were more than enough for everybody. They had sent 
about three times as many as the regiment really needed. I was now 
working with what was virthally an independent troop of some 60 or 70 
men. I put a notice on the notice borzrd to the effect that any man who 
wanted to vote in the next general electhon could obtain the necessary 
form from the office. Some eight people in all applied. 

Owing to a hitch that was really nobody's fault I was unable to get 
in tough with the battery clerk until July sfen. On this day our own 
B.C. allocated forms for the whole battery, and sent them round to 
each troop. No further action was taken, and no accompanying instructions 
were given as to what should be done and—hewit—shoutd ve. I pointed 
out that there should be a pamphlet that all officers should read. The 
adjutant did not know about this, but rummaged for it and on the 10h 
July the form was sent round to all concerned. By this time the notice 
had been repeated about voting forms being available - no mention was 
made of B 2626, the reference was simply to anybody who wanted to vote 
in the next general election. 

To date, 6 forms out of 68 have been filled in. Three ofit of these 
six have signed forms only as a resulg$ of direct chivying from me, 

Accepting that the regiment would have done anyway the things that 
I had to ask ab out, the following action has been taken:- 

(4) forms ordered two months after the A.C.I. appeared. 

(14) forms arrive three months "“ ROE 
(441) forms distributed to batteries and troops, no further actiox 


being taken to see that they are filled in. 
(iv) pamphlet issued with A.C.I. circulated in the middle of July. 


2626 3. LE 16.7.44. 


The political consciousness of our battery is notoriously low 
and I have already reported vain efforts to get some of $he people 
interested in their future and their rights as citizen, quite apart 
from the impact of politics on mmwak them. The invariable answer is “What 
can I do? What does one vote do?” and so on and so forth. 

The same attitude is clearly visible with the filling in of this 
form:- 
l. M Inv: Do you want to vote? 


L/ Bar ,30,Territorial ,countryman, "Vote? What's the good 
of a vote. All I want to vote for is my ticke6,I'd vote 
for that all right, I would. 


2. Inv: Does this interest you,sergeant (show B 2626) 
Sgt ,25,Londoner,D What's this? Never seen this before,sir. 
Inv: Readg it and see, 


Sgt reads quickly through it and says “What's this" pointing to 
the bit ab out attesting officer... 


Inv: Oh, somebody has to vouch for you to say that you are genuine 
and not two people and so on. 


The Sgt. says "Oh", hands it straight back and carries straight 
on talking about something else. I don’t think that he got the 
purpose of the form at all. 


3. Officer ,20,A,student,thinking conservative, after I have been 
drumming the form into him for some time "Oh, I'll have a form, 
Len, give me one, It will give me the greatest pleasure in the 
world to vote against you. (Actually fills in a form later and 
it is sent off. 


4. Officer,20,A (different from one in 3) Im don't care a damn who's 

in power. 

Battery clerk,23,C,Lancashire. I'm not bothering either. I don't 
care a fuck who’s in power. 

BIEXAHK Battery clerk,39,regular soldier ,&prpurauxbombadier. 
I'm not voting. I used to vote conservative, but I see 
that they're out for themselves now, and I'll not help 
them any more. I'm Labout now. (Has not yet filled in form.) 


or * sergeant ,26,B, (black coated worker) applies for form. 


Inv: Are you beally going to vot 
Sat: Yes, sir, but’ not nse 


? | 
esearily the way that you want me to. 


2626 4. LE 16.7.44. 


6. B.S.M.,25,regular, walks into the office, picks up a form, reads 
it through slowly and carefully, all four parts, puts ib down and 
says “Have a game of draughts". 


7. Inv. I think I'll go and canvass for 2626, 
Officer of 3 :- That shows what a hell of a shit you are. Too enthus- 
lastic about everything, Much better to be enthusiastic about 
nothing at all. (All said jokingly. 


8. 4. You know what you can do with this voting form. 
B. Yes but it’ s a bit too stiff. 


9. Gunner,30, C, countryman What's the good of us voting. It never 
makes any difference. 


10. Inv. Got your voting form? 
Sgt,30,C What's that for? 
Inv: So that you can vote in the next general election. 
Sct. What is thereBoing to be see ehe? 


ll. Gunner,30,C. Scotsman comes in and asks for a form. I go over and 
congratulate him. He says "I'm doing this to make sure that a Red 
goverhment gets in,sir"™ 


12. Officer of 4. This will shake you,Len. I'm going to vote Tory because 
my father voted Tory, and his father before that, and what's good 
enough for them is good enough for me (The, seriously ) What General 
Election is this for? When's it going to take place? I must say 
that I have always held that if a man is old enough to die for 
his country, he's old enough to vote in it. (This officer has not 
yet filled in a paper) 


13. One of our officers (25,B) at least pretends to be a communist and 
to take an interest in politics. But in the middle of July he had 
no idea of what 2626 was. 


1g. Gunner Vote? Why should I vote sir? I don’t even know what my 
bloody constituency is. 


15. Sgt,35,C,countryman fills in his form and gets it signed without 
any fuss or comment at all. Inv mentions it to hon. 
Sat. Well, I don't suppose that it will do any good, it won't help. 
Inv. Help what? 
Sgt. The wrong things, people will vote the wrong way anyway. 


2626 LE 16.7.44. 


Note on investigator bias. 
This occurs particularly in this report and in twWo ways:- 
(14) the commissioned rank of inv. 
(414) his well-known political complex. 
Inv thinks that these are probably of not great significance, 
The battery is run on fairly free and easy lines and the chances of 
people saying things just because they are expected to is rather 
small. It would, however, prevent a certain number of people saying 
what they really thought if they thought really strongly, and they 
would also not say that inv was a bloody fool for pressing the matter 
anyway even if they thought so. 
His political efforts are one of the standing jokes of the 


battery, but a friendly joke which Re joins in. It is this standing 


> 
joke that inspires such remarks as seen in 3,5,12. Probably it has 


little other effect at all 


From LAC, 24, ex~bank-clerk 


. « « « I have been appalled by the ignorance, apathy, and 


open contemp$ with which our adjutant's efforts to get people to A 
complete F.2040 (your B.2626) have been greeted. we were lucky in that 
our adjutant is one of our own belief - I used to have very interesting 
chats with him - and he understood the necessity of getting people ‘ 
to realise the importance of this job and the importance of their < 
vote after the war. He went around himself giving very informal 

talks of the right type and he managed to get quite a number of 

people interested. But I am afraid that more regarded it as (a) just 
another service bind or (b) my vote won't make any difference or 

(c) 1t shouldn't be done nowor (b) all politicians are hopeless and 
voting a waste of time. We all know these ideas are wrong but it 

is almost an insuperable task for a busy officer to explain to each 

one where he is wrong and show him just how important his vote ahd 

his opinion is. I'll give the palm to our adjutant anyway he did 
everything he could to get everyone registered. In my own small way 

I tried to help but it was a deadly task, mostly wasted labour. One 
bloke actually wanted to know what was the use of giving people 

votes unless you provided that they used them as a result of deliberate 
thought; he thought that the service should provide some sort of 
ineatruction on GAG POLNt.s 6 6 ks 6 ew ws 


From officer,25,communist, ex-student. 


e « e e My troop, under the stimulus of A.B.C.A. and the 
struggle I had to persuade them to sign the Vobe Registration Cards 


(I only got about 60% even then, how did you get on?) - is beginning 
to take an interest in politics. fos be 
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“por 
There has been same considerable publicity in the press recently about the 
scheme for allowing mebers of the forces to vote by proxy in coming elections’ 
3% is clear from published letters that expericnce has been very different 
from unit to unit We want to gct a balanced picture of the extent to which 
the facilities are being used, how far applications for the necessary qalif- 
ying form are being mado; end, where they are not being made, the reasons why 
pele ae not availing themsclves of the opportunity to register thdlr vote 


Could you kb t us have a report on this, so far as your own expemicnce goes ? We 
should lile to have it by July 12th, if possible - the sooner the better, But 
if you cm't memage it by thon, please smd it aling later, 


Though this note is duplicated, wo are circulating it to a strictly limited 
mumber of peoplag and wo very much hope you will be able to help.. Please write 
diroct to our London office, as above. 

Best wishes, 


ours sincerely, 
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21 BLOOMSBURY STREET LONDON 
TOM HARRISSON } MUSeum 6811 


July 5tH,1944, 


~. 


Dear Mr. Mosk, 


There has been a good deal of publicity in the press recently about the form qualif- 
g members of the forces to vote in xezent forthcaning elections, The general stress 
has bee on the existence of units where forms have been badly distributed or not 
. It seems likely that those who write to the press are liable to be the 
more disgruntled, and we went to get a more balanced picture of the position,! I wonder 


if you cauld let us have a note on your om experiences ? If ym cam help, a note 
within the next ten days would be appreciated, but later will dd. Please write direct 


to the above address, not Letch wrth, 


Best Wishes. 


yours sincerely, 


He ot 


oe Cpe 


- 


A. GoRDON. 
CAPTAIN ReEmE. 


Mass-Ob servation, 


21 Bloomsbury Street, 
Jay lst. 1944 W.C,1, 


agai piu CArerv, 


Shere has been sane.considerable publicity in the press recently about the 
scheme for allowing mabers of the forces to vote by proxy in coming elections 
a is clear from published letters that experience has been very different 
from unit to unit, We want to gct a balanced picture of the extemt to which 
he facilitics are being uscd, how far d4pplications for the necessary qualife 
ying form are being made; and, where they aro not being made, the reasons why 
people ec not availing themsclves of the opportunity to register thelr vote, 


Could you kb t us have a report on this, so far as your own expesticnece goes ? We 
geek lile to have it by July 12th, if possible ~ the sooner the better, But 
f you con't mmage it by then, please smd it aling 1 StOR 


Though this note is duplicated, we are circulating it to a strictly limited 


mmber of peddle and wo very much hope you will be able to hdlp,. Please writc 
direct to our London office, as above. 


Best wishcse 


yours sinccrely, 
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